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A Healthy Oregon
Measure 50 is the right thing to do

D
oing the right thing isn’t always easy. Witness

Measure 50, the Healthy Kids Plan. Voting

in favor of this measure is, indeed, the

right thing to do. And despite the critics’ attempts

to sway opinion, this issue is just too important to

leave to RJ Reynolds and Phillip Morris, the pow-

erhouse funders (to the tune of $10 million) behind

the No on 50 Campaign. Their real interests lie in

increasing the number of young people who begin

smoking every year. After all, raising the price of ciga-

rettes has been proven to decrease sales, and that would

mean lower profits for these out-of-state corporate giants.

Most important is what Measure 50 was designed to do and will do for Oregon:

• It will provide health care for 100,000 children, many of whom are already eli-

gible but still need to be enrolled. This has been a cumbersome process in the

past, but Measure 50 will streamline that process and provide assistance to those

who need help with the applications. 

• It will also add resources to the existing system to ensure that eligible children

are enrolled. Healthy Kids provides money for safety net clinics, school based

health clinics and rural health care and tobacco prevention programs.

• And it will enable us to add 10,000 adults back onto the Oregon Health Plan.

The questions raised by the tobacco companies/Anti Healthy Kids Campaign are

troubling for many of us. Is the revenue stream provided by an increased tobacco tax

sustainable? Do we really want to tinker with our constitution? Will the money really

go to health care? Is this a fair tax? So let’s really talk about these issues.

The state budget office looked at Healthy Kids before it went to the ballot. And,

even taking into consideration the revenue drop caused by projected decreases in

cigarette, there will be enough money for the programs outlined in Measure 50 for

six to 13 years. By that time, Oregon will have universal health care (Senate Bill

329, passed and signed in 2007, is developing this plan now and will present a full

report to the state Legislature when it convenes in 2009).

State constitutions provide more latitude and flexibility than does the U.S.

Constitution. The Oregon constitution has been amended more than 250 times

and is now 81 pages long. Is amending the constitution the best answer to chil-

dren’s health care? Maybe not, but it does provide some important protections. It

codifies the money so that it cannot be used for any other purpose. And it codifies

health care for children — who can argue with that?

All of the money goes to health care, all of it. At the beginning, there will be

monies put in reserve in order to ensure stable funding over time. Responsible

spending: Isn’t that what we want?

A
s to the issue of whether or not a tobacco tax is fair, let’s just face it, our

revenue system has inequitable taxes every which way you look: Not

everyone pays the alcohol and beer tax, we don’t all pay property taxes

and we do all pay for public school although not all of us use those services. So, if

revenue reform is on your mind, I suggest you start contacting your legislators

and letting them know that this is an issue of importance to you.

Don’t be swayed by outrageous amounts of money spent by out-of-state spe-

cial interests trying to buy our votes. Doing the right thing isn’t always easy. But

Measure 50 is the right thing and, really, it is easy — just say yes.

Susan Silodor is chair of the Health Care Caucus of the Democratic Party of Oregon.
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Hoping you’ll 
               have money
          when you retire?

SELCO’S IRA Premium Account

4.35% APY* 

on balances of 
$10,000 to $49,999

Smart

•  SELCO’s Individual Retirement Account (IRA) Premium Account 
is tiered, so the higher your balance, the better your return.

•  With tax time just around the corner, now’s the best time to 
begin—or build—your nest egg.

•  Visit us for an effortless IRA rollover. Our team can handle it in 
minutes and get you on the right track for your future!

selco.org/ira / Toll free 800-445-4483 / 541-686-8000
299 East 11th Ave. / Eugene

Not a SELCO member?

Just swing by and we’ll get you set up in no time.

*SELCO members only. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for 
balances of $1-$9,999: 1.00%. APY for balances of $50,000 
and more: 4.50%. Rates valid as of 11/01/07 and are subject 
to change. Fees may reduce earnings on this account. Subject 
to early withdrawal penalties. See SELCO for details.
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