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ple supporting 20-134 would vote against the
measure if they thought that their property
taxes would be increased.

Proponents argue 20-134 won’t raise
taxes; opponents say funds will be diverted
from education, city and county services,
which will result in these services having to
rely on bond measures or tax levies that do
raise our property taxes, and if voters don’t
approve the bond or levy the services will
suffer even deeper cuts.

Our urban renewal district is 39 years old.
It is not wise to extend it yet again another 23
years, especially when the economy is in
such bad shape. In order for urban renewal to
work without taking money away from
schools and services, it needs to have an end.
Otherwise it becomes a continuous siphon.

Kathleen Leonard
Eugene

RUN FROM COUGARS?

In your Sept. 27 issue, a letter writer com-
plains about what he says are “DANGER
signs” about cougars posted at Mount Pisgah
Arboretum. He misquotes the signs as saying
“Don’t walk alone or a cougar will kill and
eatyou! ... Run!” I wish he had read the signs
before writing.

After our site manager, Tom LoCascio
(who has lived on site for over 25 years),
found six deer killed by cougars this winter
and several staff and volunteers had actually
seen a cougar, the Site Committee decided
we should warn the public about its presence.
The Board of Directors agreed. However,
rather than wishing to scare people away,
everyone’s greatest concern was how to post
the information without unnecessarily alarm-
ing our visitors.

Fortunately, our Executive Director Pete
Barrell found the attractive brochure pro-
duced by the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife entitled “Oregon is Cougar Country:
Guidelines for Living with Cougars” which
we have posted. It has lovely pictures of these
beautiful animals and useful information. In
particular it advises keeping pets on leash and
children within sight. In the unlikely event
you encounter a cougar it notes the animal
will usually go away, but you should never
run away.

No one on the committee or board ex-
pressed any personal fear of these animals. In
particular, years ago, I prospected alone one
whole summer in an area with numerous
cougar tracks, kills and even dens, without
any concern. We did worry about unleashed
dogs and running children.

Theodore W. Palmer
Chair Site Committee
Of Mount Pisgah Arboretum

REVENUE SUCKER

Eugene can no longer afford the luxury of
an urban renewal district. Besides diverting
$3.85 million in property taxes away from the
city, county and local education districts, it
has another more real effect. Last year the
City of Eugene spent about $2.75 million
providing government services (police, fire
and library) to the residents of downtown
Eugene and the businesses that support them.
Because of the urban renewal district, only
$233,484 in property tax revenue was avail-
able to pay for those services. The $2.52 mil-
lion short fall was paid for out of other city
revenues, mainly the property taxes paid on
non-urban renewal properties and reduced
services.

The proposed downtown development
will only make the situation worse; the 681
people we can expect to occupy the 300 pro-
posed housing units will increase the shortfall
by another $873,355. And with the proposed
extension of the district these revenue short-
falls will continue for the next 23 years.

In the upcoming election we are being
asked to approve an increase in the local
gasoline tax to raise about $2 million to pay
for much-needed street repairs. We needed to
pass a special levy to operate the new library.
Yet because of urban renewal we had the
money to redo downtown, not once, not
twice, but now three times. It is time we end
this costly diversion of needed tax dollars.
The first step is to defeat 20-134.

As to downtown, put a complete, finished,
detailed proposal together that protects exist-
ing downtown businesses, with solid num-
bers and bond financing, and put it to a vote.
Ifit is good enough, it will pass.

David Hinkley
FEugene

COMFORTABLE DINING ATMOSPHERE

MIDTOWN

M ARRETPLACE

OPEN MON - SAT 4:30 PM TO CLOSE

APPETIZERS & ENTREES USING LOCAL & SUSTAINABLE INGREDIENTS
1591 WILLAMETTE STREET X (541) 485-6267

VEGETARIAN MENU
* Bueno “No-Cheese” (vegan)
e Chile Rellefio
e Cheese Quesadilla
® Potato Taquitos

® Potato Hard Taco
e Cheese Enchilada

e Veggie Taco Salad
* Veggie Nachos

® Veggie Burrito

® Tofu Burrito

¢ Bean Burrito

® Veggie Taco
* Veggie Tamalé

*menu availability varies by location*

$5.25

Mention this ad for our

NOVEMBER SPECIAL

... ONn now!

Chile Rellefio, rice and beans plate

% HEMP

% GLASS

s ORGANIC Cotton

% Bamboo & Tencel

i 100's of LOCAL PRODUCTS
Mon-Sat 10-7 / Sunday 12-6

Corner of 11th & Willamette in the @ of Eugene

Voted Bect Local Clothing Store 8 yeare in a row, yo!

Tickets 434-7000, 868 High St www.theshedd.org

N 1he Shedd Institute

Luciana Souza

The New Bossa Nova

Tuesday

\10.30
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