
INTO THE WILD: Directed by Sean Penn.
Written by Sean Penn, based on the book by Jon
Krakauer. Cinematography, Eric Gautier. Music,
Michael Brook, Kaki King and Eddie Vedder. Starring
Emile Hirsch, Marcia Gay Harden, William Hurt,
Catherine Keener, Jena Malone, Brian Dierker, Vince
Vaughn, Kristen Stewart and Hal Holbrook.
Paramount Vantage, 2007. R. 140 min.
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T
he story behind Sean Penn’s Into

the Wild is by now too familiar to

require much recounting: Recent

Emory University grad Christopher

McCandless gave away his savings and

dropped out of society to wander the

American West, eventually forging his

way to Alaska, where he made himself a

home in the abandoned bus where he was

eventually found dead. Jon Krakauer was

drawn to the story and turned it into a best-

selling book; more than a decade later,

Penn’s sympathetic, sprawling version

arrives on screen.

Penn’s story loops around and around

through time, starting near the end and

then darting back to the past, to

McCandless’ graduation and an icy dinner

with his traditional parents (William Hurt

and Marcia Gay Harden). It’s a clever

enough structure, and it makes good use of

the juxtaposition between McCandless’

solo Alaskan trek and the social atmos-

phere he repeatedly finds himself in else-

where. People simply take to the smiling

young man; often, he becomes a stand-in

for a missing son. But rarely do we get a

true glimpse of the mentality that would

lead this apparently gregarious, intelligent

kid to try himself in the middle of

nowhere. In a bar with Wayne Westerberg

(Vince Vaughn), McCandless repeats

“Society! Society!” until the word loses all

meaning; here and there he drops quotes

about nature and happiness and being in

the moment. There’s a clichéd ring to his

occasional pronouncements about life and

living, a recognizable standardness that

both establishes and diminishes

McCandless’ character. 

But much of that character is provided

by a voiceover by the nicely cast Jena

Malone as Chris’ sister Carine. Her fragile

voice gives emotional weight to Carine’s

sometimes treacly descriptions of her

brother’s temperament and the childhood

that shaped his personality, but it can’t

bring together the two sides of the charac-

ter — the friendly one and the one that,

impossibly, demands truth in everything

and everyone — into a believable whole.

Penn’s film turns the story of an indi-

vidual into something of a fable, but in an

unexpectedly uncomfortable way, leaving

the caution out of what reads to many like

a cautionary tale. The question that first

arises in many conversations about Into

the Wild — the book or the film — is

whether a person finds in Chris

McCandless a heroic figure or a misguid-

ed one, a brave soul seeking a different

kind of truth or a young man whose

naïveté and hubris led to his death. Penn

almost manages to leave the question in

the air, carefully juggling an appreciation

of McCandless’ ideals with subtle depic-

tions of the effects Chris’ many departures

have on the people he meets. Time and

again, strangers take the younger man in

like family; time and again, he leaves, with

nary a regret on that wide-eyed, unread-

able face.

The moments Penn spends understand-

ing the effect McCandless had on those

around him are the film’s strongest, even

when they veer into something a little too

pat, but his sympathies clearly lie with

McCandless. At the end of the film, mine

were with the boy as well; no matter how

misguided Chris was when he wandered

into Alaska, he didn’t deserve the end to

which he came — an end which Penn

presents almost mythically. But the two

hours spent journeying to that emotional

end feel too bright, too easy, too reluctant

to probe the darker corners of

McCandless’ still-enigmatic character.

Could Chris’ journeys really have been so

simple, so blessed, that only once, when

thrown off a train, is he truly tripped up by

the restrictions of society? Only nature, in

this telling, could stop Chris McCandless

on his journey. ew

Into the Wild opens Friday, Oct. 19, at the Bijou.

BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

Incredible Journey
A heroic figure or just tragically misguided?
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Adv. Tix on Sale SAW IV (R) - ID REQ'D ★

Adv. Tix on Sale BEE MOVIE (PG) ★

NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 3D - $2.50 FEE FOR 3D (PG)

(1220 225 445) 720 930

Sneak Preview: DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG-13) Sat.  700 PM

30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D (1230 415) 700 945

RENDITION (R) - ID REQ'D (1225 410) 705 1000

THE COMEBACKS (PG-13) (1145 200 425) 645 925

GONE BABY GONE (R) - ID REQ'D (1130 215 500) 745 1030

ASSASSINATION OF JESSE JAMES (R) - ID REQ'D (1150 400)

800

THINGS WE LOST IN THE FIRE (R) - ID REQ'D (1215 350) 645 935

SARAH LANDON: THE PARANORMAL HOUR (PG) (1205 220

440) 655 920

ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG-13) (1155 345) 650 1005

ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE (PG-13) (1235 405) 655 940

OC: WE OWN THE NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D Fri.  (1240) 725

Sat.  (430) 1020

Sun.  (1240) 1020

WE OWN THE NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D Fri.  (430) 1020

Sat.  (1240) 725

Sun.  (430) 725

MICHAEL CLAYTON (R) - ID REQ'D (1210 355) 710 1015

THE SEEKER: THE DARK IS RISING (PG) (1140 205)

THE HEARTBREAK KID (R) - ID REQ'D (1245 420) 735 1025

THE GAME PLAN (PG) Fri., Sun.  (1135 210 450) 730 1010

Sat.  (1240 415) 1010

THE KINGDOM (R) - ID REQ'D (435) 715 955

Adv. Tix on Sale SAW IV (R) - ID REQ'D ★

Adv. Tix on Sale BEE MOVIE (PG) ★

THE COMEBACKS (PG-13) (1205 225 445) 705 925

30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D (1210 240 510) 735 1020

ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE (PG-13) (1100 135 410) 645 930

WE OWN THE NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D (1110 150 430) 715 1000

MICHAEL CLAYTON (R) - ID REQ'D (1120 200 440) 725 1010

THE HEARTBREAK KID (R) - ID REQ'D (1155 230 505) 745 1025

THE GAME PLAN (PG) (1115 145 420) 655 935

Adv. Tix on Sale SAW IV (R) - ID REQ'D ★

WE OWN THE NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D Fri.  (200 440) 730 1010

Sat. & Sun.  (1120 200 440) 730 1010

MICHAEL CLAYTON (R) - ID REQ'D Fri.  (140 420) 710 950

Sat. & Sun.  (1100 140 420) 710 950

THE HEARTBREAK KID (R) - ID REQ'D Fri.  (150 430) 720 1000

Sat. & Sun.  (1110 150 430) 720 1000

ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG-13) Fri.  (300) 650 940

Sat. & Sun.  (1130 300) 650 940

©2007Times For 10/19 - 10/21

FRIDAY OCTOBER 19TH

KDUK & DJ SPARXX
PRESENT THE ULTIMATE 

OCTOBER GIVEAWAY
2 ROUND TRIP TICKETS TO VEGAS. 

STAY AT THE MGM GRAND & 2 TICKETS

TO SEE J LO AND MARC ANTHONY

LIVE IN CONCERT

PLUS A CAN’T MISS FASION SHOW

BY IMAGINE THAT

$1 WELL DRINKS ALL DAY, EVERYDAY
23 W. 6th (across from the Hult Center)

338-8787 • www.tabooeugene.com 

STATUS THURSDAY!
18+ to party 21+ to drink 

Hosted By Epic Events &
Liquid Produtions

Featuring DJ Tekneek

18+ to party • 21+ to drink

SUNDAY NOV. 11TH
Official Mimms after party

FEATURING MACDUB &
GREENSTATE

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  OOCCTT..2200TTHH

DDJJ  tteekknneeeekk
18+ to party • 21+ Drink

WED. OCTOBER 31ST
18 and older 

HALLOWEEN BASH!
Hosted by DJSparxx

RENDITION R

12:30, 3:35, 7:00, 10:00

NIGHTMARE BEFORE
CHRISTMAS 3-D PG

12:05, 2:30, 4:55, 7:40, 10:05

30 DAYS OF NIGHT R

12:25, 3:25, 7:20, 10:25

THE COMEBACKS PG13

12:35, 3:05, 5:25, 7:50, 10:30

THINGS WE LOST IN THE
FIRE R

12:15, 3:15, 7:10, 10:10

SARAH LANDON AND THE
PARANORMAL HOUR PG

12:45, 3:10, 5:35, 7:55, 10:35

GONE BABY GONE R

12:50, 4:05, 7:30, 10:35

ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN
AGE PG13

12:55, 3:45, 7:05, 9:55

ACROSS THE UNIVERSE
PG13

12:10, 3:20, 7:00, 10:05

WE OWN THE NIGHT R

12:40, 3:40, 7:15, 10:10

TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID
I GET MARRIED PG13

12:20, 7:15, 10:15

MICHAEL CLAYTON R

1:00, 3:55, 7:20, 10:15

HEARTBREAK KID R

1:25, 4:15, 7:30, 10:20

SEEKER: THE DARK IS
RISING PG

12:00, 2:35, 5:10, 7:45, 10:20

3:10 TO YUMA R

1:15, 7:10

THE GAME PLAN PG

1:05, 3:50, 7:05, 9:55

IN THE VALLEY OF ELAH
R

3:30 

THE KINGDOM R

4:00, 10:00

RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINC-
TION R

2:15, 4:45, 7:55, 10:30

SYDNEY WHITE PG13

[12:55] 4:40, 7:35, 10:30

STARDUST PG13

[12:35] 4:00, 7:20, 10:25

NO RESERVATIONS PG

[12:50] 4:45, 7:45, 10:15

BALLS OF FURY PG13

[12:00] 2:15, 4:35, 7:30, 10:35

HARRY POTTER AND THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX
PG13

[12:20] 4:20, 7:20, 10:20

THE BOURNE ULTIMA-
TUM PG13

[12:30] 4:15, 7:15, 10:10

RATATOUILLE G

[12:40] 4:30, 7:10, 9:50

HAIRSPRAY PG

[12:05] 4:05, 7:05, 9:45

MR BEAN’S HOLIDAY G

[12:25] 6:55

TRANSFORMERS PG13

[12:15, 12:45] 3:55, 4:25, 7:00,
10:05

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE
PG13

[12:10] 2:25, 4:50, 7:40, 9:55

RUSH HOUR 3 PG13

7:50, 10:00

I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU
CHUCK AND LARRY PG13

4:10, 9:40
[ ] FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY
ONLY

*  TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR HALLOWEEN 4 & 5 DOUBLE
FEATURE 7:30PM TUES. OCT 30TH ONLY

* GARTH BROOKS LIVE, 6PM - WED. NOV. 14 ONLY


