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A gleaming documentary of the men in the moon

IN THE SHADOW OF THE MOON:
Directed by David Sington. Cinematography, Clive
North. Music, Philip Sheppard. Starring Jim Lovell
(Apollo 8 & 13), Edgar Mitchell (14), Mike Collins (1),
Gene Cernan (10 & 17), Alan Bean (12), Dave Scott (9
& 15), Buzz Aldrin (11), Harrison Schmitt (17), Dave
Scott (9 &15), John Young (10 &16) and Charlie Duke
(16). ThinkFilm, 2007. PG. 100 minutes. % % Y% % ¢

here is a moment of uncommon
beauty in In the Shadow of the
Moon, which is saying something,
since the film is uncommonly beautiful to
watch. High above the Earth, the Apollo
11 command module disengages, leaving
behind the depleted rocket that delivered it
into space. The orphaned rocket has a
camera within it. From this sinking-ship
perspective — the interior of a discarded
rocket, its round opening an immense por-
tal — we watch the thrusting module dis-
appear into the void. A few uncertain sec-
onds pass. Then, gently, the booster rolls
away. Sunlight rotates counterclockwise
around the cylinder until, arcing away
from the sun, the interior darkens as if
eclipsed, only to reveal for a few brief
moments the blue horizon of the Earth. It’s
a scene of incomprehensible splendor, a
moment of great stillness whose greatness
resides in its refusal to cut away when you
think it should.
Naturally, there are technical aspects to
In the Shadow of the Moon. They tend to
involve maneuvers with names like “sec-
ondary burn” and “translunar injection.”
But what gives this documentary its power
is the vantage it provides, the sense of
being not only at or near history but with-
in or inside it. The Apollo 11 launch is one
example: You’ve seen the footage of the
rocket lifting off, the thick, liquid fire of
its propellant like an upside-down vol-
cano, but you’ve never, ever seen it from
this close. In fact, watching In the Shadow
of the Moon, you get the impression that
during Apollo missions every strut, every
panel, every shoelace had a camera. The
amount and variety of the footage is
astounding, as is the intelligence with
which it was edited. The pace is relaxed
and yet incredibly taut. From the in-space
home movies and archival footage to the
same stirring Vietnam footage that opens

Mike Collins in In the
Shadow of the Moon

Rescue Dawn, In the Shadow of the Moon
is a definitive account of the only men
ever to visit another world.

The footage — as sublime as it is —
can’t tell the entire story. To understand
what the Apollo missions felt like, you
need the astronauts themselves.
Interviewed for the film, the men still
bristle; they’re so vital, you want to see
them up and walking around. You want to
see them playing football, and you know
some of them (even at 80 years old) still
could. They crackle with personality, with
honest opinions. They recall everything,
the nicknames, private memories and tiny
details (Apollo 11 had hot running water),
but above all they remember the over-
whelming uncertainty of what President
Kennedy called “the most hazardous, and
dangerous, and greatest adventure upon
which man has ever embarked.” Or, in the
words of astronaut Mike Collins, it was
simply a “fragile daisy chain” of linked
procedures, each necessary and vital to
their survival. None were more fragile
than the crew of Apollo 1, burned alive in
a launchpad fire inside their capsule.
Listen to the quiver in the newsman’s
voice as he reports the tragic loss.

In the Shadow of the Moon has a soar-
ing, glorious score that’s so emotional it’s
almost sentimental. The music is big,
unabashedly big, but big-hearted might be
a better description. I found it deeply mov-
ing. Unfortunately, toward the end,
Shadow tries too hard to stir your spirit. |
felt my emotions getting paddled around.
The astronauts, wizened ambassadors for
an extra-global perspective, share a spiritu-
al and environmental message. You sense
their confidence in themselves but not their
role as messengers. It doesn’t spoil the
near-perfection that precedes it, but the
film falters a little as tries to stand too tall.

Still, In the Shadow of the Moon is one of
the best documentaries this year. Fittingly, it
serves as a time capsule, a reminder of an era
when Americans gave hope to the citizens of
the world. How far away it seems. After all
this time, nothing like it is on the horizon. 6W

In the Shadow of the Moon opens Friday, Oct. 12, at
the Bijou.
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EARLY BIRD SPECIAL M-F, 1ST MATINEE SHOWTIME 54.75
ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM 55.25

ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN
AGE PG13

12:55, 3:45, 7:05, 9:55
ACROSS THE UNIVERSE
PG13

12:10, 3:20, 7:00, 10:05

WE OWN THE NIGHT R
12:40, 3:40, 7:15, 10:10
TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID |
GET MARRIED PG13

12:20, 3:30, 7:15, 10:15

FINAL SEASON PG

12:45, 4:25, 7:35, 10:25
MICHAEL CLAYTON R

1:00, 3:55, 7:20, 10:15
HEARTBREAK KID R

12:05, 1:25, 3:05, 4:15, 6:45,
7:30, 9:35, 10:20

SEEKER: THE DARK IS RIS-
ING PG

12:00, 2:35, 5:10, 7:45, 10:20
SEA MONSTERS 3D NR
12:25, 1:55, 3:25, 4:55

THE JANE AUSTEN BOOK
CLUB PG13

1:10, 4:20, 7:30, 10:10

e MOVIES T2

3:10 TO YUMAR

12:30, *7:00, 7:40, *9:50
*DIGITAL TIMES

THE GAME PLAN PG

1:05, 1:50, 3:50, 4:35, 7:05, 9:55
THE BRAVE ONE R
7:25,10:30

GOOD LUCK CHUCKR
3:15,10:35

IN THE VALLEY OF ELAHR
2:40,9:15

THE KINGDOM R

1:15, 4:00, 7:10, 10:00

MR. WOODCOCK PG13
12:15, 6:45

RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINC-
TIONR

12:35, 3:00, 5:30, 7:55, 10:30

TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR
HALLOWEEN 4 & 5 DOUBLE
FEATURE 7:30PM TUES. OCT

30TH ONLY

Goteway Mall - Beliline @ Getewny 1-800-Fondango 14284
51.50 ALL SHOWS = 5] WED ALL SHOWS S2 FRI / SAT AFTER 6PM

HARRY POTTER AND THE
%?;R OF THE PHOENIX

[12:00, 12:35] 3:00, 4:20, 6:50,
7:25,9:55, 10:30

THE BOURNE
ULTIMATUM PG13
[12:30] 4:15, 7:15, 10:25
RATATOUILLE G
[12:55] 4:30, 7:10, 9:50
HAIRSPRAY PG
[12:05] 4:05, 7:05, 9:45
SICKO PG13

[12:20] 4:10, 7:20, 10:20

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
# NO PASSES-NO CLASSIC SUPERSAVERS &

MR BEAN’S HOLIDAY G
[12:25] 2:35, 4:45, 6:55, 9:25
TRANSFORMERS PG13
[12:15, 12:45] 3:55, 4:25, 7:00,
7:30, 10:05, 10:35

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE
PG13

[12:10] 2:20, 4:50, 7:40, 10:00
RUSH HOUR 3 PG13
[1240]255 5:10, 7:50, 10:10

| NOW PRONOUNCE YOU
CHUCK AND LARRY PG13
[12:50] 4:35, 7:35, 10:15

[] FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY
ONLY

REGAL CINEMAS

A REGAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP COMFANY
* Pass / Discount Ticket Restrictions Apply

BARGAIN SHOWS IN ()

VALLEY RIVER CENTER STADIUM 15
Delta Hwy. between I-5 & Bellline
ALL DIGITAL SOUND!

ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG-13)

FINAL SEASON (PG)

THE GAME PLAN (PG)
THE KINGDOM (R) - ID REQ'D

3:10 TO YUMA (R) - ID REQ'D

ALBANY 7

Next to Fred Meyer

THE GAME PLAN (PG)
THE KINGDOM (R) - ID REQ'D
MR. WOODCOCK (PG-13)

Behind Skippers 9th St

ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG-13)
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Adv. Tix on Sale RENDITION (R) - ID REQ'D %
Adv. Tix on Sale30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D %

MICHAEL CLAYTON (R) - ID REQ'D
WE OWN THE NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D
TYLERPERRY'S: WHY DID | GET MARRIED? (PG-13) (1230 420)

ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE (PG-13)

OC: THE HEARTBREAK KID (R) - ID REQ'D %

THE HEARTBREAK KID (R) - ID REQ'D * Fri. (1135 215 355 500)

Sat. (1135 1220 215 500) 645 740 1025
Sun. (1135 215 355 500) 645 740 1025
THE SEEKER: THE DARK IS RISING (PG) (1150 220 450) 720 945
SEAMONSTERS DIGITAL 3D - $2.50 FEE FOR 3D (NR) (1130

RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINCTION (R) - ID REQ'D 925
GOOD LUCK CHUCK (R) - ID REQ'D
EASTERN PROMISES (R) - ID REQ'D

Adv. Tix on Sale 30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D %
ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE (PG-13) (1105 145 425) 705 945
WE OWN THE NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D
MICHAEL CLAYTON (R) - ID REQ'D

THE SEEKER: THE DARK IS RISING (PG)
THE HEARTBREAK KID (R) - ID REQ'D %

9TH ST. CINEMAS 4

MICHAEL CLAYTON (R) - ID REQ'D
WE OWN THE NIGHT (R) - ID REQ'D
Sat. & Sun. (1120 200 440) 730 1010

THE HEARTBREAK KID (R) - ID REQ'D % Fri. (150 430) 720 1000
Sat. & Sun. (1110 150 430) 720 1000

BOD-FANDANGO 17644

(1225 340) 650 955
(1245 425) 715 1010
(1240 405) 700 1005

710 1000
(1235 415) 705 950
(1215 350) 640 940
Fri. (1220) 645
Sat. (355) 930
Sun. (1220) 930

740 930 1025

1255220 345 510) 635 800
(1130 210 455) 735 1015
(1145 225 505) 745 1030

(1140 205 430) 655 920
(1200 230 500) 730 1020
(1210 400) 645 935

541-928-7469
BO0O-FANDANGO 3094

(155 445) 735 1025
(125 420) 715 1010
(205) 645

(1120 200 440) 725
1005

(1110 140 415) 655 930
(1140 215 510) 745 1020
(430) 920

541.928-7469
B00-FANDANGO 312#
Fri. (140 420) 710 950
Sat. & Sun. (1100 140 420) 710 950

Fri. (200 440) 730 1010

Fri. (300) 650 940
Sat. & Sun. (1130 300) 650 940

www.AEGmovies.com

LS
strs 492 East 13th 686-2458
riday, 10/12! http://bijou-cinemas.co
“Tommy Lee Jones gives a great, selfless, and
heartbreaking performance that completely
dominates this powerful movie.”—pavid Denby, New Yorker

TOMMY LEE JONES CHARLIZE THERON

IN THE VALLEY OF ELAH
9:25 Nightly Sat Mat2:30 [

“Want to know what the 'right stuff’'
really is? Take a look.”—r.ravers, Rolling stone

_IN THE SHADOW
OF THE MOON
5:15 & 7:25 Nightly

Sun Ma 3:15 Pg

920 Nightly
Sat Mat 2-4(

rWe have new ways to save money & see movies!
20 admission card: only $100 q
20 SENIOR admission card: only $50

PG13

the jane austen book club
5:00 & 7:15 Nightly Sun Mat 2:45

live from Royal
1969! The FyN A\thert Hall,

Expenence performa
in history, not to he mlsggg
Bonus: clipls from 1967

45 fri, sat & sun

CITYCI.UB
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DEBATE 20-132:
Eugene’s Gas Tax

Chris Pryor
Fugene City Councilor

Paul Romain

Oregon Petroleum Association

FRIDAY, OCT. 12™ « 11:50 AM
DOWNTOWN ATHLETIC CLUB

$3 admission ® Free to City Club Members

485-7433
www.cityclubofeugene.org

1027 Willamette
683-5903

Harlequin

Beads & Jewelry

Open Every Day

Monday - Saturday 10-6
Sunday 12-6

www.harlequinbeads.com

Www.eugeneweexLy.com
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