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It’s the toughest job you'll ever love.

And we've got assignments in
73 countries.

Learn more.

Thursday, October 11
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
University of Oregon
Knight Library (41)

seattle@peacecorps.gov | 800.424.8580

Already have the info you need?

APPLY NOW.

www.peacecorps.gov/application
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"ONE MoRre River 10 CROSS:
THE BRIDGE BETWEEN RACE
AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION"

A speech by nationally-recognized
BET host, New York Times
best-selling author, and founder of
the National Black Justice Coalition,
Keith Boykin

Friday, October 12, 2007 - 5:30 PM

University of Oregon Erb Memorial Union Ballroom

The event is free and open to the public.

Event sponsored by:

Basic Rights Education Fund, Lane County Martin Luther King Jr.
Planning Committee, UO School of Law Outlaws, Eugene/Springfield PRIDE,
EQuality Network, Oregon Humanities Center, UO Alumni Association, UO

School of Journalism and Communications, UO LGBT Education and Support
Services Program, Teacher Education Department of the UO College of
Education, UO Diversity Education and Support Services, UO Ethnic Studies
Program, Wayne Morse Center for Law and Politics, American Constitution
Society, Religious Response Network, and CALC.

Please contact Becky Flynn at 513-9012 if you have any questions.
This ad sponsored by Eugene/Springfield PRIDE and EQuality Network

MMMN—
City Hall Sprawl

City disses its own goals and rules

and heads for the burbs

hile trying to convince developers
to build downtown with sustain-
ability arguments and big subsi-

dies, the city is arguing that building down-
town doesn’t make sense when it comes to its
own plans to move a big chunk of City Hall to
the suburbs.

The city’s arguments against downtown
criticize its own regulations and fly in the face
of decades of city policy and plans to promote
cost efficient, environmentally friendly and
livable compact development over urban
sprawl.

The city plans to move its police patrol
function, which now occupies about half of
the City Hall, to vacant industrial land west of
Chambers Street.

From a staff report given to the City
Council last month, here’s the city’s argu-
ments against building downtown:

* “Sites require structured parking.”

* “Structured parking will likely need to
be underground due to a city planning re-
quirement that 50 percent of ground floor
parking structures fronting the street house
retail or office functions.”

While many of the city’s
arguments against down-
town are economic, they
are contradicted by the
city’s own actual cost
estimates.

* “Sites require a minimum floor-to-site
area ratio that will be challenging to meet.”

* Smaller sites require “multiple floors of
building and parking (more expensive for
structure, elevators, and stairs).”

* “Land costs for downtown were double
that of land outside of downtown.”

Here are the arguments for suburban sites:

* “More flexibility for potential expansion
or reorganized plan due to larger site sizes.”

* “Greater potential for less expensive sur-
face parking and accommodation of person-
ally owned vehicles.”

* “Good surveillance of perimeter and
protection of facilities due to site sizes.”

* “Less expensive land and construction
costs.”

At the same time the city is arguing
against downtown for much of City Hall, it’s
pushing a subsidy of $50 million or more for
Portland developers to build downtown.

While many of the city’s arguments
against downtown are economic, they are
contradicted by the city’s own actual cost esti-
mates. An outskirts police location would
cost about $30.7 million including surface
parking for personal vehicles; a downtown
site would cost only $30.4 million with abun-
dant personal parking available in adjacent
city garages. An outskirts site will also cost
the city more in road and utility infrastructure
and more in paying police to drive to and
from City Hall and the courts.

Moving most of the police out of down-

town could also worsen the perception of de-
velopers and merchants that downtown is un-
safe.

Another major concern is that if most po-
lice officers move to the suburbs, they’ll be
far away from the supervision of the police
chief and city manager who plan to keep their
offices at City Hall downtown. The city has
already undergone harsh criticism for failing
to supervise officers who were out raping and
sexually abusing women for years. City con-
sultants investigating the scandal also faulted
Eugene police for a separate “culture” apart
from the morals of city government or citi-
zens.

But Mayor Kitty Piercy, almost the entire
City Council and city staff oppose a down-
town site for the police.

Piercy argues that the chief and city man-
ager will be able to remotely supervise police.
“T assume they will have exactly the same su-
pervision.”

Though large swaths of downtown are
surface lots, pits or underutilized, Piercy ar-
gues that putting police patrol downtown
with their need for cruiser parking “is not the
best use of expensive downtown property.”

Patrol officers are “steered and dedicated
wherever the needs are” and don’t have to be
located downtown to provide safety there,
Piercy said.

But locating new police facilities in high-
crime areas is a common practice for cities.
The city’s own report acknowledges the “pos-
itive impact” on safety from a nearby police
facility.

Councilor Bonny Bettman said the police
should stay with City Hall downtown. To
properly supervise the police and integrate
the police culture with the city, “we should
have police along with the rest of the city gov-
ernment services,” she said.

Bettman also said moving half of City
Hall to the suburbs flies in the face of the
city’s goals for fighting sprawl with greener
building downtown that reduces traffic. “The
aversion to building denser in the urban core
is the antithesis of sustainability,” she said.

Councilor Betty Taylor said that rather
than building a big, expensive police facility,
the city should have officers take their cruis-
ers home and/or move to a scattered precinct
model that works better for community polic-
ing.

Voters have defeated similarly priced new
police buildings three times at the ballot box.
But the city continues to pursue the building.

Councilors and city managers have said
they may try to avoid a bond measure vote by
instead paying for the edifice by spending the
city’s entire facility reserve on the police
building. After the failed building measures,
the city amassed a facility reserve of about
$30 million by taxing citizens and then squir-
reling away the money rather than providing
city services.

But Bettman said voters will see through
the scheme and revolt by refusing to pass a
later bond measure the city plans for a new
City Hall. “All of these general fund services
have basically sacrificed to building a police
station,” Bettman said. “A bond measure will
never pass at this point.” ow
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