STAGGERING DUCKS ABOUND

Since the UO and city of Eugene endorsed public drinking by waiving laws against alco-
holic parking lot parties around Autzen Stadium, drunk Ducks are causing problems.

In the West University area on Friday, Sept. 28, Eugene police issued 68 citations for
minor in possession of alcohol, five citations for allowing minors to consume alcohol and 2
citations for urinating in public. The next day, the police issued 16 citations for open con-
tainer and 16 citations for minor in possession.

At Autzen Stadium that weekend, police ejected 142 people from the football game,
mostly drunks. Two drunk people were arrested for disorderly conduct and one for tres-
pass. Local and state police also arrested a total of nine Duck fans for drunk driving.

Retired UO VP of Administration Dan Williams urged the City Council to waive laws
against alcohol at parking lot parties around the stadium. Duck fans who drive to the game
"expect the ability to consume alcohol,” Williams said on Sept. 24. “We cannot be insensi-
tive to the expectations.”

Last fall the UO warned parents of the grave consequences of alcohol on campus:
“Approximately 1,700 college students (aged 18-24) die each year in the U.S. in alcohol re-
lated incidents. Along with the above reported student deaths, 97,000 sexual assaults,
599,000 injuries, and 696,000 assaults were reported. ... In addition, 25 percent of college
students report academic consequences from drinking, including lower grades overall,
missed classes, falling behind, and doing poorly on exams.”

Last year 196 people died in alcohol related accidents in Oregon, a leading cause of
death for young people.

But while city police have struggled with beer riots at the UO in recent years, the UO
has made millions on alcohol advertising tied to sporting events. The UO has made millions
more by selling beer at games in its indoor practice facility and requiring fans who want
choice Autzen parking party spots to make big donations.

-Alan Pittman
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FUSSING
OVER FISH

The confusion over when it’s OK to snack
on seafood got a little worse this week after
the National Healthy Mothers, Healthy
Babies Coalition issued a press release stat-
ing that the benefits of eating ocean fish out-
weigh the risks of mercury tainting the fish.
Their recommendation for pregnant and

breastfeeding women to eat a minimum of 12
ounces of fish a week contradicts the advice
of the federal government, which recom-
mends 12 ounces or less.

According to the FDA, for the average

person, the benefits of eating a limited
amount of fish outweighs the side effects of
methylmercury exposure. Methylmercury is
toxic in high doses. It can harm the immune
system, the gastrointestinal system and the
central nervous system. High levels of expo-
sure can kill you. Methylmercury is particu-
larly harmful to fetuses and small children.
Mercury poisoning is not just an issue re-
lated to ocean fish. Here in Lane County, fish
from the Willamette River as well as Cottage
Grove and Dorena Reservoirs have high mer-
cury levels. Fish in the Willamette also have
high polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs) levels,
according to the Oregon Department of
Health Services. PCBs lurk in the fatty tis-
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