
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM: Directed

by Paul Greengrass. Written by Tony Gilroy, Scott

Burns and George Nolfi. Cinematography, Oliver

Wood. Music, John Powell. Starring Matt Damon,

Julia Stiles, David Strathairn, Joan Allen, Scott

Glenn and Albert Finney. Universal Pictures,

2007. PG-13. 111 minutes. 44421

J
ason Bourne: The name bespeaks

speed and linear movement, sug-

gesting youth but also authority.

Sleek and seamless, it’s the phonetic equiva-

lent of a knife blade, which seems fitting for

a man who can handle his weaponry. Bourne

(Matt Damon), loosely based upon the hero

of the Robert Ludlum novels, is the memory-

impaired but highly lethal assassin put into

play when foreign targets don’t behave. Left

for dead by the CIA after an attack of con-

science in The Bourne Identity, he soon be-

came their hardest target. Framed for a

botched assassination in The Bourne

Supremacy, he came out of hiding to teach

his government a lesson, only to lose his

beloved Marie (Franka Potente) to a bullet

aimed at him. All he’s ever wanted was his

past revealed to him and, after that, to be left

alone. Along the way, much to the delight of

moviegoers, he’s dispatched his attackers

with a bored nonchalance that makes James

Bond look like Woody Allen. The world

needs a Jason Bourne right now, or at least

the movies do. He’s the Bond on the street,

the perfect hero for a generation that expects

— nay, demands — that heroes be accessi-

ble.

The Bourne Ultimatum is another satisfy-

ing dose of Bourne taking it to the bad guys

— that is, the CIA — in places you and I will

never visit. Turin, for example, or Tangier. In

this installment, which I’m not inclined to be-

lieve is the finalé, Bourne’s amnesia finally

dissipates. He gradually remembers how he

came to be Jason Bourne, government asset,

which conveniently maps to his original goal

of hunting down Marie’s assassin. Along

with Bourne, we learn a great number of

things, including that Jason was “square one”

in Treadstone 71, an experimental black-ops

program dedicated to removing international

threats. Treadstone evolved into an even

more secretive program, Blackbriar, which

occasionally eliminates U.S. citizens whom

the government views as subversive. When a

journalist for the Guardian makes the con-

nection between Bourne and Blackbriar, it

puts Bourne and the CIA on a collision

course. The Blackbriar assassins are some-

thing to behold, but my money is always on

Bourne.

The beauty of the Bourne films is you can

depend on them to thrill you in comfortably

familiar ways. Paul Greengrass (United 93),

who also handled Bourne Supremacy, directs

Ultimatum like a personal trainer from hell:

30 tense minutes, pause for a breath, 30 tense

minutes, then pause again for air. The result is

a lean and mean spy thriller format that’s

head and shoulders above the competition.

The close-quarters, hand-to-hand combat se-

quences are superb, the car chases are always

wickedly inventive and the technology is just

far enough ahead without appearing cartoon-

ish. In Bourne Ultimatium, much of the ac-

tion takes place via video surveillance

screens; it will make even the most con-

cerned citizens paranoid all over again. The

other quality of the Bourne films is they at-

tract a first-rate list of veteran actors, such as

Joan Allen and Albert Finney, both of whom

re-appear here. I miss Brian Cox and Chris

Cooper this time around, but I’m happy to re-

port that both David Straitharn (Good Night

and Good Luck) and Scott Glenn are on

board. Strathairn is masterful as Noah Vosen,

the quintessential CIA company man who

shut down his conscience years ago.

You’ll remember Allen as Pamela Landy,

the relentless CIAboss in Bourne Supremacy.

Here, we see a more complicated Landy; in

contrast to her turn in Supremacy, she’s now a

model citizen. When she finally reaches out

to Bourne, you want to believe she can still

save her soul. Her gesture doesn’t guarantee

Bourne’s safety, but it does make it harder for

his enemies to hide. Unfortunately,

Ultimatum relies heavily on flashbacks that

feel redundant and, worse, can’t hide the fact

that both Damon and Finney are aging: it’s

clearly today’s Damon and Finney in the

scenes, no matter how much the light is ma-

nipulated to disguise that. Still, other than a

silly motorbike escape scene, Bourne

Ultimatum makes you believe that the world

is in good hands. ew
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Adv. Tix on Sale SUPERBAD (R) - ID REQ'D ★

RUSH HOUR 3 (PG-13) DIG ★ (1100 1130 125 210 430 500) 650

720 910 940

STARDUST (PG-13) DIG (1200 400) 700 1000

BECOMING JANE (PG-13) DIG (1040 135 415) 715 1000

DADDY DAY CAMP (PG) DIG (1120 155 455) 715 935

UNDERDOG- DIGITAL PROJECTION (PG) DIG (1125 205 450) 710

925

BRATZ (PG) DIG (1110) AM

HOT ROD (PG-13) DIG 735 1005

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PG-13) DIG ★ (1045 1155 130 350

420) 640 730 950 1020

OC & DA: THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13) DIG Fri.  (1135) 705

Sat.  (215) 945

Sun.  (1135) 945

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13) DIG Fri.  (215 435) 945

Sat.  (1135 435) 705

Sun.  (215 435) 705

NO RESERVATIONS (PG) DIG (1105 140 425) 725 1015

HAIRSPRAY (PG) DIG (1030 120 405) 645 930

I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY (PG-13) DIG (200

445) 740 1025

HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX (PG-13) DIG

(1145 330) 635 955

TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) DIG (1150 335) 655 1010

RATATOUILLE (G) DIG (1055 145 440)

Free Family Film Festival Tue & Wed 10AM

Adv. Tix on Sale SUPERBAD (R) - ID REQ'D ★

RUSH HOUR 3 (PG-13) DIG ★ (1200 225 520) 745 1010

STARDUST (PG-13) DIG (1245 350) 655 1000

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PG-13) DIG ★ (1130 210 450) 735

1020

UNDERDOG (PG) DIG (1210 215 505) 715 925

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13) DIG (1215 225 515) 725 935

I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY (PG-13) DIG (425)

705 950

HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX (PG-13) DIG

(1235 340) 645 945

TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) DIG (1255) PM

Adv. Tix on Sale SUPERBAD (R) - ID REQ'D ★

HOT ROD (PG-13) DIG (1230 240 500) 730 1000

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13) DIG (1200 200 430) 700 930

I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY (PG-13) DIG (1140

210 440) 720 950

RATATOUILLE (G) DIG (1150 230 510) 740 1010

©2007Times For 8/10 - 8/12

BY JASON BLAIR

Total Recall
A homecoming for Jason Bourne

Matt Damon as
Jason Bourne in
The Bourne
Ultimatum

ME: STUDDLY
Well groomed black lab

You: Sweet smelling

Golden Retriever at dog

park. Let’s meet over

drinks and play. Bark

three times when you

get to Morse Ranch on

Sunday so I know you’ve

arrived.

I SAW YOU

RUN A PET

PERSONALS AD
in our Aug. 23

Pet Issue
Submit FFRREEEE pet personal

line ads or pet picture 
+ 30 words for $32

Deadline: is Friday,
Aug. 17 @ 5pm

Call Jayme at 484-0519
for more details or email

office@eugeneweekly.com

OCEAN’S 13 PG13
11:25, 12:10, 2:25, 3:05, 6:55,
7:50, 9:55, 10:35

NANCY DREW PG
11:50, 2:20, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45

SURF’S UP PG
11:20, 12:00, 2:00, 2:30, 4:35,
5:15, 6:45, 7:25, 9:20, 9:50

EVAN ALMIGHTY PG
11:30, 2:10, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40

SHREK THE THIRD PG
11:35, 12:15, 2:05, 2:50, 4:30,
5:10, 7:00, 7:40, 9:30, 10:00

KNOCKED UP R
11:40, 3:00, 7:05, 10:15

MEET THE ROBIN-

SONS G
11:15, 1:50, 4:20

FANTASTIC FOUR:

RISE OF THE SILVER

SURFER PG
11:45, 1:55, 4:25, 6:50, 7:35,
9:35, 10:05

SPIDERMAN 3 PG13
11:55, 2:55, 7:20, 10:20

RUSH HOUR 3 PG13
12:00, 1:00, *2:00, 2:35, 3:35,
*4:25, 5:00, 6:30, *7:05, 7:55,
9:00, *9:30, 10:20

*DIGITAL TIMES

STARDUST PG13
12:55, 3:50, 7:15, 10:10

SKINWALKERS PG13
12:40, 3:10, 5:40, 8:10, 10:40

DADDY DAY CAMP PG
12:35, 3:00, 5:30, 7:55, 10:20

THE BOURNE ULTIMA-

TUM PG13
12:05, 1:10, 1:50, 3:05, 4:00,
4:40, 6:25, 7:00, 7:45, 9:15, 9:50,
10:35

UNDERDOG PG
12:25, 2:45, 5:10, 7:35, 9:55

BRATZ PG
1:15, 4:10

HOT ROD PG13
12:15, 2:40, 5:05, 7:30

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE

PG13
12:20, 2:55, 5:25, 7:10, 7:50,
9:35, 10:15

NO RESERVATIONS PG
9:55 PM

HAIRSPRAY PG
1:25, 4:20, 7:40, 10:35

I NOW PRONOUNCE

YOU CHUCK AND

LARRY PG13
7:45, 10:30

HARRY POTTER & THE

ORDER OF THE

PHOENIX PG13
12:30, 3:45, 7:00, 10:15

TRANSFORMERS PG13
12:10, 3:40, 7:05, 10:25

RATATOUILLE G
1:05, 3:55


