
P
op quiz … Queens of the Stone

Age are: a) a party rock band; b) a

turn-the-lights-down-low makeout

band; c) a metal band safe enough for

indie kids; d) a guitar god band with

arena-sized riffs; or e) weird, sexy robot

rock.

Answer: All of the above, sometimes

within the same track. Guitarist/vocalist

Josh Homme (say “Homme” like

“Tommy”) is a man of many, many

moods, and the more noise he makes, the

more we’re compelled to ride

that bipolar rollercoaster with

him. QOTSA’s newest CD,

Era Vulgaris — Common

Era — is a little bit of every-

thing. In a sweeping sense it’s

an indictment of everything

that sucks about today’s dis-

posable world but with an

“aw, fuck it” attitude. On the track “I’m

Designer,” Homme sings, “My genera-

tion’s for sale / How much have you got?

… It’s just like diamonds / In shit.” We

can’t change society, so let’s swing with

the wrecking ball.

If QOTSA’s upcoming McDonald

Theatre show isn’t completely sold out by

the time you read this, I will eat my shoe.

So why bother writing this? Because I

can’t help but feel like I know Homme.

I’ve been listening to his acid-flashback

guitar riffs since his days with Kyuss,

gosh, 15 years ago. I’ve seen him on stage,

and he’s one tough dude. But in his music

I sense this feminine quality; he’s sleazy in

a tender way, and departed bassist Nick

Oliveri was the immovable object to

match Homme’s unbending force.

I know it’s a cheap shot to bring up

Oliveri’s departure after three years and

two albums, but it’s interesting that the

song QOTSA picked as the lead-out single

for the album, “Sick, Sick, Sick,” is the

most ferocious, the most Oliveri-like, of

the whole bunch. This song also features

Julian Casablancas on keyboards. He’s

supposedly singing, but I

can’t tell. In fact, all of the

guest artists are smothered in

layers of Homme. I used to

play QOTSA and get lost in a

bong-shaped reverie, but lis-

tening to Homme’s mindfuck

music now seems more like

work than a vacation.

They’re still good — it’s just that Homme

seems to have surrounded himself with an

entourage who can’t or won’t tell him

“No.”

Homeboy Homme is busy with Queens

and Eagles of Death Metal, and he’s got

his pals recording with him on Desert

Sessions material. One beef with this

album is that the funky “Make It Wit Chu”

was stolen from Desert Sessions Vol. 9.

It’s a great song, but it’s also on their live

album. Give me something original, Josh.

I know you’ve got it in you. 

Era Vulgaris has its flaws. But don’t

we all? ew
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Attack of
the Killer Queens
QOTSA wants to make it with you

Queens of
the Stone Age,
The Gasoline Angels

8 pm Wednesday, 7/25

McDonald Theatre,

$20 adv., $22 door

Registration & info at following locations:

Eugene Running Company,

REI, and The Step Beyond

Casual Chic Club attire required
23 W. 6th (across from the Hult Center)

338-8787 • www.tabooeugene.com 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3rd • 8PM
Direct from Vegas

The Men of Playgirl®

NORTH AMERICAN OUTLAW TOUR

LIVE IN CONCERT:
TICKETS FOR ALL SHOWS ON SALE NOW!

FRIDAY, JULY 20th
HIP HOP LEGENDS!

DIGITAL 
UNDERGROUND

THURSDAY, JULY 26 • 9PM

LIVE TRIBUTE TO SUBLIME

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
LADIES GET IN FREE
REGGAE, DANCE HALL, HIP HOP, R&B

DJ TEKNEEK
$1 LANG ISLAND TEAS, $1 TABOO TEAS

$1 COORS LIGHTS, $2 WELLS

ALL NIGHT EVERY NIGHT

Want a Holistic 
Training Program?

� Humane Gentle 
Training

� Manners and 
Self Contro l

� Obedience

� Special 
Needs 
Classes

� Free 
Monthly 
Talks

� Certified 
Pet Dog 
Trainer

www.humanedogtraining.com

344-7400


