Start Playing Cole Porter

Sultry, poppy, jazzy, like a younger Tori
Amos with less focus on sex and more on
words, Shannon Curtis inspires more
adjectives and adverbs than good writing
manuals allow us to put in the paper. The
L.A. Times apparently called her “the love
child of Fiona Apple and Norah Jones,”
which seems a bit over the top yet close to
the target. Curtis' piano playing and her
torchy voice make songs like “Wasted” a
risky proposition during the workday
(much less during a workout): One listen,
and you'll want to be lounging at Luna or
Davis’, shot glass in hand and air of
sophisticated desperation emanating
from your too, too realistic dissipation.
"My good sense is wasted when it comes
to you,” she sings. OK, perhaps a hotel bar
after an assignation comes to mind more
than a Eugene jazz club. Now to go out
and find someone to waste good sense on
.. wait, snap out of it! It's just a song. A
compelling song.

Curtis, like so many of us, started play-
ing the piano as a youngster. Her teacher
told her she played like a boy, which does-
n't seem like the best way to start a career
in the piano - 7-year-old boys aren't
exactly known for their finesse at the key-
board. But Curtis persisted and developed
polish and the kind of lyrical touch that
comes from perhaps a bit too much
Norton anthology reading. (Note to
Shannon: It's not a crime to capitalize
words in your lyrics, really.) She started
writing these languidly anguished songs
after the breakup of her marriage (to a
pastor, no less — one wonders what he
thinks of the results of all that pain) and,
sorry Shannon, but listeners are all the
better for your dark days. Clearly talent-
ed, Curtis is a warm-voiced young woman
whose musical hooks sit pleasantly with
her words of regret and longing. “"Watch
your step as you cross this threshhold /
cause | recall last april had you sold on
goodbye,” she writes in “Boomerangs and
Seasaws,” the title song of her debut
album, released this month. Snag the
album or listen to a few songs online, and
then satisfy that whisky craving at 8:30
pm Thursday, July 19, at Luna. Nick
Bearden opens, and John Shipe is playing
in there somewhere as well. 21+ show. A
steal at $5 (though the alcohol will put
you back a bit more, as might the resulting
affairs). — Suzi Steffen

LIVE MUSIC

(Blues, Rock, R&B & Swing)
FULL BAR ° VIDEO POKER
No Cover Wednesday or Thursday!

EVERY TUESDAY:
Rooster Blues Jam
6:30pm sign-up ® 7pm start
EVERY WEDNESDAY:
Irish Session Band

EVERY THURSDAY:
U-JAM You Play, You Sing!

JULY

FRIDAY, JULY 13TH
TBone Stone Band * $3
SATURDAY, JULY 14TH
MrDJT
Featuring Barbara Healy ° $4
FRIDAY, JULY 20TH
The Vipers © $4
SATURDAY, JULY 21sT
J.C. Rico & Zulu Dragon ° $4
FRIDAY, JULY 27TH
Short Fuse Rhythm & Blues ¢ $3
SATURDAY, JULY 28TH
Big Monte Hot Texas Blues® $7
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LIVE IN CONGERT:

TICKETS FOR ALL SHOWS ON SALE NOW!

TONIGHT
JULY 12th « 8PM
- Gome as you are =

N0 GOVER HOUSE PARTY!

FRIDAY, JULY 20th

DIGITAL
UNDERGROUND

LiVe TRlBUTE T° SUBUME

LADIES GET IN FREE
REGGAE, DANCE HALL, HIP HOP, R&B
DJ TEKNEEK

$1 LANG ISLAND TEAS, $1 TABOO TEAS
$1 COORS LIGHTS, $2 WELLS

ALL NIGHT EVERY NIGHT

Carsl Chic Cluly witine requined

23 W. 6th (across from the Hult Center)
338-8787 » www.tahooeugene.com

SUB NOISE SOUL JAZL
BLAZE yapeap HOMIE

® e JULY 16
NMON

GENERAL ADMISSIDN B PM DRS ALL AGES

Double Tee

F\ Concerts

JohnHlatt com e ShawnColvin.com
a solo acoustic evening

Master of Disaster

TheseFour Walls
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B8 saturday july 28

reserved admission all ages 7 pm doors

In Stores Now

Detailed Event and Venue Info at N
mcdonaldtheatre.com ﬁcketswest (S)SAFEWAY
]nc'uding General Admission PORTLAND METRO | OUTSIDE OF PORTLAND
503-224-TIXX 1-800-992-TIXX

Concert WILL CALL Tickets .
All Concert Tickets Available at convenence cuarce WWW.ticketswest.com
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