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=-W|zard rock arrives at the library

nless you’ve been living under a
U ginormous rock or in a cave in

the Alps, you undoubtedly know
that Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
— the final entry in J. K. Rowling’s wildly
popular book series —
will appear on shelves on
July 21. And considering
the film version of Harry
Potter and the Order of
the Phoenix (book five, if
you’ve lost track) comes out July 11,
chances are great the world will collec-
tively shut down for the entire month of
July. Mark my words: If aliens want to
catch us unaware, this will be the perfect
time.

What you may not know, however, is
that within the last couple years, an entire
music subculture has been spawned from
the world of Harry Potter: wizard rock.
More than 200 bands have come up with
clever names (The Hermione Crookshanks
Experience, for example) and written rock

n’ roll, punk, acoustic and even dance
songs about everything from going to
Hogsmeade to saving Ginny Weasley from
deadly basilisks. There is an engaging pu-
rity to the music these bands make since
the often campy songs ooze with absolute
joy and silliness. These folks genuinely
have fun mixing their love of music and
Harry Potter.

The phenomenon of wizard rock has
been growing so much that last summer,
two bands — Harry and the Potters and

The Remus Lupins,
The Parselmouths

Draco and the Malfoys — did a library tour
across the United States that was featured
on NPR. Even MTV recently did a piece
on this unique genre’s appeal to main-
stream America thanks to the Internet and
Potter fanatics.

Thankfully, the specta-
cle that is rock ‘n’ roll li-
brary touring will be com-
ing to Eugene this sum-
mer. The Remus Lupins
hit the Downtown Library one week after
their second album, /I Was a Teenage
Werewolf, is released. The music of The
Remus Lupins ranges from epic ballads to
cooky piano rock stompers like “Loosen
Your Tie,” from their debut, Spells From a
Broken Wand. Handclaps, ba-ba-bas and
random shouts from backup singers often
accompany singer/guitarist Alex Carpenter
as he warbles about his “awesome scarf” or
laments the tragic death of Cedric Diggory.

Of course, the idea of taking rock ‘n’
roll music into a library is probably galling
enough to make old-fashioned librarians
want to quit their jobs and start whisper-
filled protests, but by using slogans such as
“Fight evil, read books,” and displaying a
lyrical appreciation for dozens of events
and themes found in these stories, bands
like The Remus Lupins are showing that
you can have a good time with books and
music simultaneously.

And that’s a combination that might
scare He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named even
more than does Our Hero, Harry. ew

4 pm Tuesday, June 26
Downtown Library
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' SY’S NEW YORK PIZZA COUPON SPECIAL
686-9598

SERVING DELICIOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BY THE SLICE AND BY THE WHOLE PIZZA PIE
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Atlantis Glass Blowers

® Rentals and apprentiship available
®  We buy your production glass

® Cheagpest Glass Blowing
supplies in tfown

Discover the lost
glass world of Atlantis

Located in West Eugene

Toll Free 866-420-9177

www.glassevolution.com
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JACKALOPE LOUNEE

CPIRITS AND CPORTE CALOON
Come enﬂoy
Food and Drink
Specials Everyday
From our sunny patio

GUITAR HERO COMPETITIONS
[}i%{ MONDAY$ 8PM TOVMIDNIGHF

MLB Pam:kalgre
Serving Full Menu
‘til 2zam Everyday
Breakfast & Bloodys
On the weekends

Just South of Amtrak Station
1lam-2: 30am Everyday

541.747.4031

Live Concert Videos on
13 Ft Projection Screen

Every Wednesday
@ 10pm

Take 30th East, over I-5

1o Coll View Rd.
483 Willamette 8t. Eudene gamocs °,,:,‘,°3,",,,,$;';.s
(641)485-1519 Playtime Harley Davidson

aLpay $1 VODKA CRANBERRY $T Aupar
WERYDAY  $1 LONG ISLANDS $1  EVeRy DAY
7 DAYSAWEEK $T1 RUM & COKES $17 DAYs A WeEK

' www.rhecnyeuqme com

34%-47%4

2222 MLK IN The Kowloon Building
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