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Naturally Funny Guy

Ryan Stiles on “A Night of Improv”

i ou’re not really a clown if
you’re not funny, unless you’re
a sad clown.”

Known for having the best dressed feet
in improvisational comedy (OK, he also did
a few TV shows like Whose Line Is It
Anyway? and The Drew Carey Show),
comic showoff Ryan Stiles and his hand-
picked pack of wild comedians return to the
Hult Center Saturday for “A Night of
Improv.”

Raised as a border baby (born in Seattle
and raised in Vancouver, British Columbia),
Stiles recently founded the Upfront Theatre
and Improv School in Bellingham, Wash.,
where he now lives. Stiles takes his celebri-
ty in small doses, popping up in Two and a
Half Men or Reno 911! and performing at the
Upfront Theatre. He also tours “A Night of
Improv” with his pals Greg Proops,

Jeff Davis and Chip Esten.
Stiles does astound-
ing charity work,
staging benefits
for injured

children

and visiting hospitals with other stars and
improv students. “That’s the kind of stuff you
want to do,” he says. “But then you also get,
you know, ‘It’s my husband’s 40th birthday
— can you come and do something?””

“I could care less whether I'm in televi-
sion or film again, but I need to get on
stage,” Stiles says. “I never really got into
it for the fame anyway. I was nominated
for an Emmy one year, and I never even
went. ... [ don’t want to do a regular series
where I’d have to be down there all the
time. My family lives up here, so I saw my
kids one week of every month for ten
years. So I kind of wanted to stay up here.”

Stiles, 48, quit high school to do
standup, then joined Second City in
Toronto to do improv in 1986. “I went
down with a company that moved to L.A.
and it took off from there.”

“I guess I’m a naturally funny guy,” he

says. “I think that’s why I got kicked
out of school, too. I got kicked out of

class, but I was always the favorite
of every teacher. They’d be, like,

I’'m so sorry I have to kick you

out, but I do.”

His touring cast “is a really

tight group,” Stiles says.

“Everybody’s different, and we
really work well together.”

“We used to have Drew

Carey and Kathy Kinney

[The Drew Carey Show’s Mimi Bobeck],

and all those people, so we usually had nine

to 10 people on tour. We found what hap-

pened there is, say there were 12 games in

the show, I would end up doing four. But,

with a four-guy group, we’re on all the time.

It keeps the energy going because we’re not

sitting on the side all the time. And plus,

we wanted to make it funny. That’s why

we don’t have Drew with us.” oW

A Night of Improv e 7:30 pm Saturday, June 16 ® Hult Center o $27-$37
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EVERY TUESDAY FROM 8PM - 11PM
FREE « COOL PRILES « TONS OF FUN

Max's Tavern

550 e 13th, Eugene, Oregon

(541) 349-8986

VISIT US ONLINE:

1.

ART GALLERY &
CUSTOM GLASS

STUDIO SPACES
FOR RENT

PRIVATE INSTRUCTIONS

GLASS BLOWING
SUPPLIES

TOOLS &
ACCESSORIES

CLOTHING

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm
SATURDAY

:00am - 4:00pm

541. 341. 1788.
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&

suﬂ&ﬂﬁﬂbfswﬂlfl‘lhlﬂnrww

C )

Cindy Ingram
Booking &
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www.landmark-yachats.com

 LANDMARK:

An Ocean view from every table
111 Hwy 101 in YACHATS « 541- 547 5459

Live at the Coast

e Open Jam every Thursday 6:30pm e

FRIDAY, JUNE 15, 9PM
| Cher & the B-Siders

Blues and rock from Portland veterans.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16, 9PM

BLATARSKI
SABZ JAM Ry WCOUSTIC

A EUGENE TRADITION CONTINUES..
W T L G ARMEET L] | ADV TIX ON SALE NOW AT ADAM'S PLACE

EYJUNE 20 |SAT JUNE 16 9 PM

Event info and ticketing information at www.lunajazz.com

The LB. 4 LB. Band

Blues and soul from John Pounds and his seven-string bass.

SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 7PM
Stevie B

Singer and song writer who gwes voice to the songs of nature
and the spirit of shamanic visioning and healing.

Fresh Fish/Italian - Authentic Oregon since 1911

Www.eligeneweekLy.com
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