
A
t only 23, David Jacobs-Strain is

a wanderer. On the road more

often than not, he doesn’t pay

rent anywhere. He hangs his hat at his

girlfriend’s house in Los Altos, Calif.,

whenever he can, but judging by his

schedule when I caught up with him

there by phone on Memorial Day, he’s

not in Los Altos very often.   

“On Monday I played Philadelphia,

Tuesday I played Boston, Thursday I

played Strawberry [a music festival in

Yosemite, Calif.] and Friday night I

played in Davis and then last night I

played in San Francisco …,”  recites the

young bluesman. As hectic as that

sounds, it suits Jacobs-Strain just fine.

“It’s been great because I’ve been totally

focused on ‘get to the gig, play,’ and, you

know, rock as hard as I can.”

For a slide guitarist most often

described as a blues player, Jacobs-Strain

rocks pretty hard; this ‘rock’ sometimes

throws a wrench into his work. Jacobs-

Strain spent part of January recording his

follow-up to 2004’s Ocean or a

Teardrop, but blues labels have rejected

it for not being bluesy enough. Rock

labels reject it for — you guessed it —

being too bluesy.  

Jacobs-Strain once again worked with

bass player/producer Kenny Passarelli,

who suggested bringing in Joe Vitale,

drummer for Crosby, Stills & Nash. “We

recorded it in Joe’s basement,” Jacobs-

Strain says. “Joe engineered it and

played drums, and he’s been sound-

checking his drums in that room for 15

years, so we just walked in. There was no

soundcheck, no rehearsal; we just sat

down and … said, ‘All right, here’s the

first tune, this is how it goes, let’s play

it.’ A lot of stuff was first take.” 

Jacobs-Strain played some electric

guitar this time, and took liberties with

two old tracks: The Robert Johnson tune

“Traveling Riverside Blues” was “decon-

structed” with a Hammond organ and

New Orleans vibe, and Fred McDowell’s

“Write Me a Few Short Lines” was given

a new life. It’s thanks to this mixed

approach that Jacobs-Strain has so many

fans. “The people who come to my

shows are not necessarily blues fanat-

ics,” he explains. “There’s always some,

but there’s people from the jam band

scene, there’s folkies, there’s always

some rock and rollers … and then there’s

a lot of people who heard the song on the

radio and thought, ‘That sounds good’

and showed up.”  ew
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King of the Road
David Jacobs-Strain returns home for Luna gig

David Jacobs-Strain

9 pm Friday, June 8

Luna • $14 adv., $16 door, $10 stu.

21+ show

FRIDAYS
GET LIFTED FRIDAYS

REGGAE, DANCE HALL, HIP HOP, R&B

DJ WOBBLE & DJ TEKNEEK
FRIDAY’S LEGENDARY DRINK SPECIALS 

Come find out what it’s all about!
$1 TABOO TEAS, $1 COORS LIGHTS
$2 WELLS, ALL NIGHT EVERY NIGHT

SATURDAYS
HIP HOP/DANCE/R&B

HOSTED BY DJ TEKNEEK

TUESDAYS
94.9 PRESENTS

PHAT TUESDAY
FEATURING DJ TEKNEEK

AND CASH PRIZES FOR THE MOST BEADS

94¢ TABOO TEAS

COMING SOON
REGGAE PIONEER & SUPERSTAR

EEK-A-MOUSE
THURSDAY 

JUNE 21ST

9PM

23 W. 6th (across from the Hult Center)

338-8787 • www.tabooeugene.com 

TONIGHT!
AND EVERY THURSDAY
THE VINYL ASSASSINS PRESENT:

THURSDAY NIGHT
HOUSE PARTY

SPINNING OLD SCHOOL

$1 TABOO TEAS, $1 COORS LIGHTS
$2 WELLS, ALL NIGHT EVERY NIGHT

INTRODUCING

MAMA’S KITCHEN 
NOW AT TABOO

open at 11am mon.-sat. • 44 east 7th ave

eugene • 344-1293 • rocknrodeoclub.com

Wear your best beach attire

SAT. JUNE 9TH
NO COVER

Hourly drawings 
for great beach prizes

OFFICIAL
summer
kickoff

PARTY

“A NIGHT 

AT THE BEACH”

EUGENE
665 Conger St.

Suite J
(541) 338-8311

BEND
(541) 617-8854

More Beads Than You Can Imagine!
• Check out all our beads on our 50% OFF rack

• Natural Stones & Gemstones

• Freshwater Pearls & Mother of Pearl

• Glass & Crystal from Around the World

• Ask About Wholesale Prices • Classes

• Custom Designing Available

www.azillionbeads.net
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