
K
irk Boyd doesn’t take a lot of

time off. Even when he heads to

the coast and holes up in a cabin

for a few days, the Willamette Repertory

Theatre’s artistic director brings along the

one-acts that hopeful playwrights send him

so he can sort the wheat from the chaff and

make his picks for the annual season-end-

ing Readings in Rep. Last year, he stum-

bled across one by a man named Matt

Ginsberg. “I couldn’t put it down!” he

says. “It’s a classic thriller: kidnapping, ex-

tortion, ransom, cops, parents, teachers,

the whole mix. It’s really cool!”

That play, by a scientist turned business

owner who moved from Silicon Valley to

Eugene, is the second of three in the series

that runs for only one weekend, in a small

space, with a supremely reasonable ticket

price. “We started [Readings in Rep] for a

few reasons,” Boyd says. “It was an educa-

tional opportunity, and partially it was for

the organization to hear plays we might be

interested in.”

And finally, though Eugene has a fairly

high per-capita theatrical production

schedule, Boyd says “There’s a lot happen-

ing in the theater world that the Eugene

community doesn’t seem to know about.”

This year, however, the Eugene com-

munity could hardly help knowing about

this part of the theater world; all three of

the playwrights come from the Eugene

area. Friday night’s play, which has been

produced before, is Greg Foote’s SWM.

After Foote reworked the origi-

nal script, Boyd decided that he

wanted to direct the reading. He

calls it “a funny, modern play.” 

Saturday night’s play is

Ginsberg’s Old Friends, which

he had originally written in

1990 and, at Boyd’s urging, up-

dated for the Willamette Rep

series. “I have no idea how au-

diences will react to it because

it’s more a movie script than a

play script,” Boyd says.

Ginsberg has a fascinating

background for a playwright:

He’s a mathematician, a man

who received a doctorate from

Oxford when he was 24 and

who has been a faculty member

at Oxford, Stanford and at the

UO, where he remains part of

the Computational Intelligence

Research Facility even as he runs his own

software company, On Time Systems Inc.

In his free time, Ginsberg “modernized the

language and date references and did a lit-

tle rewrite,” Boyd says. Chris Pinto, just

coming off of directing LCC’s Hot’L

Baltimore, directs this reading.

Sunday afternoon’s matinee reading

comes from Dorothy Velasco, theater critic

for The Register-Guard and a Springfield

playwright. “I called Dorothy and asked if

she had a new one,” Boyd says, when it

was obvious that local playwights would

be the theme. Velasco is working with

Actors Cabaret of Eugene on developing

her Pigs in Love, but liked the idea of a

reading at the Willamette Rep. “It’s very

charming,” Boyd says. The plot revolves

around three generations of women living

on a small southeast Oregon farm and the

man who shows up on the farm. Not to

mention the pigs. “They’re the conscience

of the play; they’re kind of omnipresent,”

Boyd says. Hans Christofferson directs the

reading of Pigs in Love.

Besides the more casual nature of the

readings, the space is different: Readings

in Rep operates in the Hult’s The Studio

(formerly Studio One) and, Boyd empha-

sizes, “We keep the bar open so people

who want to have a glass of wine while

they’re listening can.” ew

Readings in Rep run at 8 pm Friday, May 18 (SWM) and

Saturday, May 19 (Old Friends) and at 2 pm Sunday, 

May 20 (Pigs in Love). Call 682-5000 for $10 tix.
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Act Locally
Three play readings at Willamette Rep

Why do more people trust American Laser Centers 
for smoother, more beautiful skin than anyone else 
in the country? It’s our state-of-the-art Laser Hair Removal 
system that’s both safe and effective!

Purchase any legs package and receive our feet 
and toes package free.

Call today for a free, no-obligation, private consultation. 
And ask about our interest-free payment plan and 
written satisfaction guarantee.

541-344-6217
4780 Village Loop, Suite 220 • Eugene

www.americanlaser.com

PICTURE / MOTION
5 New Dances + Digital Video Works

UO Department of Dance

2007 Spring Student 
Dance Concert

May 17 - 19 @ 8pm
Dougherty Dance Theatre 

Gerlinger Annex / 3rd Floor
UO Campus

$5 students & seniors
$10 gen. admission

Tickets available 
@ door @ 7pm

Info @ 346.3386
http://dance.uoregon.edu


