
T
he Downtown Initiative for the

Visual Arts fills many roles, with its

six galleries, noise concerts, art

classes and more. But hey, we’re not commu-

nity cheerleaders, or rather we’re not only

community cheerleaders. We’re Art Critics.

So, on to four of the shows in the galleries in

May and June. 

“Selected Vision,” a show of Michael

Northup’s work, hangs in the small Members’

Gallery. In his artist’s statement, Northup

writes that he studied at the UO in the 1960s

but is largely self-taught and influenced by

Edward Wilson and Ansel Adams. The sweep

and, yes, the beauty of Northup’s eye for pat-

tern and grand landscape makes the compari-

son explicit. Stand in the middle of the

Members’Gallery, and you’ll feel parched, the

moisture seeping out of your body in the midst

of desert scenes. Even the two water shots —

including the swirling Chewaucan River,

which gives the look of a firefly skating on top

of the trout-filled water — don’t quite quench

thirst brought by the photos of Death Valley.

Even Rail Signal, a stunning little flight of

fancy in which a balletic graffito sinks into the

flaking paint of a rusting metal box, looks like

the dry, cracked sands of Mud Cracks and

Racetrack Sliding Rock. Sand Wing, a fantasti-

cal piece, catches the full meaning of

Northup’s artist statement that he “abstracts an

image from the field which attempts to repre-

sent or reproduce the original response.”

In the other photographic exhibit,

Portland’s Scott Rook uses skills gained in

years of commercial photography to manipu-

late photographic images of his travels. The

show is called “All Trains Go to

Embankment,” but few images of London line

the walls. Instead, there’s a humorous shot,

Stonehenge, with the ancient and massive

stone circle balanced with a contemporary, if

broken down, implement encased in a box. In

On the Shelf, busts of

Lenin lie abandoned

across an old shelf in

Bucharest, Romania,

where they’re no

longer needed. In the

goofily titled Coming

and Going, two

Parisian bikes stand

next to each other,

locked up in opposite

directions.  And the

softly focused, gor-

geously colored Old

Europe, the Louvre

looms on either side, its Pei pyramides invit-

ing the blurred, indistinct figures into the cen-

ter. The material, giclée on watercolor paper,

gives the work a wistful, misty quality, but it’s

a fun little show, affectionate and lovely.

The travel theme dominates Jayne

Cookson’s “Some Incredible

Journeys.” The artist, a print-

maker whose work in this

show comes from lino-reduc-

tions, left to study in Paris after

she graduated with a B.A. from

the UO. On her way back to

Oregon, she stopped in New

York to study with the director of graphic arts

at NYU. So this show is almost entirely domi-

nated by prints depicting Paris, New York and

a few other sites in France and Italy. In Vue de

Mon Appartement II, Cookson’s Matisse-like

rendering of flowers and the contents of her

Parisian room struggle for unity with a yellow

spire just outside the window. It’s powerful

and not quite unified, but Cookson was learn-

ing: Works like The Avenue and The Village, in

her group called New York Suite, nod to Stuart

Davis’ New York prints (in a more orderly

style). Pastels balanced with touches of bright

warm colors dominate the highly patterned

works; a staircase in The Village plays its satu-

rated yellow thread against a blue background.

And in Siena, deep orange and yellow perme-

ate the print, with soft muddy purple providing

the contrast for this terra-cotta warmth. 

A sunnier yellow dominates the room next

door, where Erik Johnson’s “Recent and Early

Images” hang. Johnson is a former digital ani-

mator who said at the opening that if we had

seen any cartoons or animated movies, we had

undoubtedly seen his work before. But not like

this. Bright yellow frames bring forward his

1970s sketches, scanned for laser printing in

the mid-2000s. Some of the most delightful

pieces include Line Dancing, a lyrical bow to

Matisse and a picture of kinetic joy, and

Floating, a tiny work that intensely conveys

its subject matter. Milking and Painting (the

man likes his verbs unadorned) show off

Johnson’s mastery of draughtsmanship with

the solid figures of workers at their jobs. Two

older works, large-scale oil paintings, hang

opposite the prints, and both of them project

the early 1970s loneliness and disconnect that

filled, for instance, the movie The Ice Storm. 

“Selected Visions” is up through May 26;

the others stay up through June 30 at DIVA,

110 W. Broadway. ew
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BY SUZI STEFFEN

BE INSPIRED BY OUR COLLECTION OF CONTEMPORARY AND MODERN ART!

LINES DOTS CIRCLES
FREE ADMISSION! SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2007  11:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.

FAMILY DAY

Please bring a nonperishable food item to share with Food for Lane County.

1430 Johnson Lane on the University of Oregon Campus jsma.uoregon.edu  (541) 346-3027

Participate in scavenger hunts in the galleries; create one-of-a-kind sun prints 
and mobiles; enjoy story time between noon and 1:45 p.m.; see Ballet Fantastique
at 2:00 p.m.; join guided tours of the museum; win a family membership to the 
museum; relax with refreshments and treats. Sponsored by Cheryl and Allyn Ford.

DIVA Hits on Four Burners
Photos and prints show off area talents

(left) Rail Signal
by Michael Northup

(above) Painting
by Erik Johnson

ALDER ART PRESENTS

CHOCOLATIERS on hand with special bites that
will excite your taste buds. 

You judge $1.00 per bite!

COMPETITION for anyone or team 
to enter in 4 categories:

Confection, Truffle, Dessert and Centerpiece.

Go to alderart.com for details and entry form. 
Bites will be sold by tickets 

and vendors will be on hand with their products. 

Every bite you take is helping to save and protect our Birds.

Info: 541-342-6411 • alderart.com
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CChhooccoollaattee  CChhaalllleennggee  

Fenario Gallery • 881 Willamette St. 
Eugene (across from Scan Design)

Fundraiser for 

Cascades
Raptor 
Center

Saturday, May 19th 
10am – 4pm

Competition entry 
8:30 – 10am

EUGENE
665 Conger St.

Suite J
(541) 338-8311

BEND
(541) 617-8854

More Beads Than You Can Imagine!
• Check out all our beads on our 50% OFF rack

• Natural Stones & Gemstones

• Freshwater Pearls & Mother of Pearl

• Glass & Crystal from Around the World

• Ask About Wholesale Prices • Classes

• Custom Designing Available

www.azillionbeads.net
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