In the Doghouse

A different kind of puppy love

YEAR OF THE DOG: Written and directed
by Mike White. Cinematography, Tim Orr. Music,
Christophe Beck. Starring Molly Shannon, Peter
Sarsgaard, John C. Reilly, Regina King, Laura
Dern, Thomas McCarthy and Josh Pais.
Paramount Vantage, 2007. 97 minutes. PG-13.
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hough Mike White has written a

good handful of screenplays be-

tween 2002’s unforgettable, unset-
tling Chuck & Buck and Year of the Dog, it’s
through Chuck, on to The Good Girl (both di-
rected by Miguel Arteta) and then straight to
Dog that a tonal and thematic line can be
traced. Dog mixes the disconcerting personal
relationships of Chuck & Buck with The
Good Girl’s directionless ennui — until it
turns both around, with uncertain results.

Awkward, skittish Peggy (Molly
Shannon) is a single woman with an unre-
markable job, a nice enough house and one
great love: her dog, Pencil. One night, Pencil
wants out and doesn’t come back in, and it’s
no stretch and no spoiler to guess what hap-
pens to the peppy little beagle. Peggy is dev-
astated, moping through encounters with her
friend Layla (Regina King) and her brother
and sister-in-law (a scene-stealing, neurotic
Laura Dern). It’s animal lover Newt (Peter
Sarsgaard), though, who lures Peggy from
her mourning: He works matching strays and
abandoned pets with new owners, and he’s
got a troubled dog that desperately needs a
home. He also trains dogs, and his divided
personality — half oversharing, half with-
drawn; accidentally sultry yet asexual — ap-
peals to Peggy, who welcomes his help with
her new pooch. Soon, she’s following in
Newt’s footsteps, becoming a vegan and
helping him find homes for more dogs. His
eyes half closed, his demeanor like that of a
touchy mutt, Sarsgaard is perfect in this sort
of role. Newt doesn’t know when to push and
when to let go, and when he takes an emo-
tional decision out of Peggy’s hands, the thin
line that held her to something like “normal-
ity” finally reaches its breaking point.

Year of the Dog is a strange little film, pur-
posefully visually bland and populated by
glamourless, believeable characters who
share a tendency to trip themselves up. Like

White’s other focused, intimate films, which
sit in a peculiar position between drama and
humor, Dog is concerned with wounded,
foundering people, and White is smart
enough to avoid giving any single, ridicu-
lously all-encompassing reason for a person’s
flaws. Peggy simply is the way she is — the
way she discovers she is — and much of the
appeal of Year of the Dog lies in seeing her
begin to explore and stretch within the life

Year of the Dog
1s purposefully
visually bland
and populated
by glamourless,
believeable
characters.
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that’s gone unquestioned and unshaken for too
long. It isn’t always a sympathetic journey,
and at times the film feels like an animal rights
treatise as Peggy’s obsession with saving ani-
mals begins to threaten everything that was
previously stable in her life. (Some of Peggy’s
decisions, while meant to illustrate her new-
found passion, are too illogical even for this
newly obsessed woman.) Still, White’s will-
ingness to make his audience uncomfortable is
welcome, as is his bravely untidy exploration
of the ways love — be it for a person, a pet, an
ideal — can (to borrow a line from Joss
Whedon) make us do the wacky. ow

Year of the Dog opens Friday, May 11 at the Bijou.
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Molly Shannon John C. Reilly Laura Dern
Directed by Mike White, writer of y
The School of Rock & The Good Girl

~ 2 JLR

[ =
u

“5:00, 7:15 & 9:30 Ni Htla/_
Sat Mat & Sun Mat 2:3

We have new ways to save money & see movies!'*
¥ 20 admission card: only $100 (huge savings!)
20 SENIOR admission card: only $50 (huge savings!)

"Weird and wonderful.” - THE NEW YORK TIMES

Plagues & Pleasures on the Salton Sea
Sat & Sun Mat 12:30_Q & A with director on 5/13),

BOOK

6:50 Nightly Sun Mat 1:55 G

PG-13

Avenue Montaign

4:45 & 9:45 Nightly
Sat Mat 2:40 pm Sun Mat 11:50 am
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Bonus: Belgium TV, 1972 NEXT WEEk: ai wiFanco 11:45 fri, sat & sun

Nedrby Notere
~=g¢" Summer Daycamps
in Local Parhs

Experienced Naturalist Educators
Small groups, Hands-on Learning

Ages 3-11, Weekly Sessions

To register call 687-9699
orvisit www.nearbynature.org

EWEB Sponsored Scholarships available

Explorations
YouthWorks for ages 11-15

An exciting
outdoor experience '
combining teamwork,
leadership, challenge,
and service with
fun, friendship,
and learning.

3 Bessions:

dun 1800l & Call 349-5055
Jul 1E=Aug 3 ext. 233

Aug 13-Aug 31

Summertime Fun under the Sun!
1001 Things to do!
Ages 21/2-17 = June 18-Aug 31
Call 682-5312

City of Eugene Recreation
www.eugene-or.gov/rec

WWw.eugeneweexLy.com
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