rently some 39,000 veterans in Lane County
receiving roughly $7 million a month in veter-
ans benefits from the VA. These benefits are
paid for a wide variety of debilitating injuries
that veterans suffered while serving our coun-
try. Many would be living on the streets or
worse without these benefits.

It seems obvious that this need will only
increase as more veterans return from Iraq
with disabilities that may last a lifetime. Here
is where cruel irony lies. The funding for this
crucial service is due to be cut if the county
doesn’t get more money. While the office is
federally mandated, the level of services is
not. Therefore what may remain may be an
administrative office incapable of offering
services to the flood of returning veterans.
The county will lose a highly skilled profes-
sional staff that guides the vets through the
monumental maze that is the VA. I know
from personal experience that without their
assistance I would not have been able to get
the help I needed.

Whatever the outcome of the tax meas-
ures the Veterans Services of Lane County or
its staff shouldn’t be on the block. We owe
our veterans at least that much. Please let
your county officials know that “supporting
the troops” requires more than wearing col-
ored ribbons or waving the flag.

Jack Bates
Eugene

RECKLESS PROPOSAL

I read with great interest James
Johnston’s Outdoors column (4/19) about
the Wild and Scenic Rogue River. We are
blessed by this ecological gem that still sup-
ports wild Chinook salmon, an unparalleled
backcountry experience and a thriving recre-
ation-based economy.

Unbeknownst to many, the Medford
Bureau of Land Management (a federal
agency in charge of managing our federal
public lands) has for years been planning the
Kelsey-Whisky timber sale, which would
log the heart out of the Zane Grey roadless
area, a 46,464-acre unroaded block above
the wild and scenic stretch of the river and
adjacent to the Wild Rogue Wilderness. Zane
Grey, the famed author the area is named
after, must be rolling in his grave. A series of

lawsuits has delayed this reckless proposal,
but the BLM, with the approval of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, is moving full
steam ahead to log this treasured place with
your tax dollars.

Aside from utilizing the courtroom, a
coalition of conservation groups, local busi-
nesses and outfitters are moving forward
with a proposal that would designate addi-
tional Wilderness and Wild and Scenic river
corridors in this unprotected place.

Contact Rep. DeFazio to let him know
you want the Rogue River protected so fu-
ture generations can relish in the place with-
out the eyesore of clearcuts and stumps. Tell
him to de-fund the Medford BLM too, which
remains the old-growth logging workhorse
in the region. Peter DeFazio, 405 East 8th
Ave. #2030, Eugene 97401; 465-6732. For
more info, visit www.savethewildrogue.org

Josh Laughlin
Cascadia Wildlands Project
Eugene

CHAINSAW MASSACRE

There seems to be an increase in the de-
struction of one of Eugene’s major resources,
the city trees. The culprit is none other than
our own EWEB. On Friday, April 20, on the
eve of Earth Day, the EWEB crew arrived on
Knoop Lane off River Road and proceeded
to cut down the two remaining pine trees
next door to our property. They had cut one
of the three trees a few weeks earlier and had
promised me they would only cut down one
of the three trees. They showed up on Friday
and cut down the two remaining perfectly
healthy trees because they were getting tan-
gled in their lines. I don’t know if they had or
even if they needed the owner’s permission.
It seems a moot point anyway since the
owner is a developer in Santa Barbara, Calif.,
and has little but money invested in this piece
ofland which is an integral part of our neigh-
borhood.

Our neighborhood has been altered for-
ever. The little run-down house shielded by
the grove of trees is now an outright eyesore
with all its structural and cosmetic flaws
glaring in the bright light. The crows are
gone. These were large, established trees.
They were enjoyed by all of us who lived

BEST OUTDOOR SEATING IN EUGENE!

MIDTOWN

M A RKETWPLATCE

BEL AMI RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

COMFORTABLE DINING ATMOSPHERE

LATE NIGHT SELECTIONS FROM 9:30 PM TO CLOSE
SPECIALTIES INCLUDE A VARIETY OF ORGANIC SALADS & SELECT APPETIZERS & ENTREES
PASTAS & SEAFOOD SPECIALS FEATURING LOCALLY GROWN & SUSTAINED INGREDIENTS

MIDTOWN BISTRO

REASONABLY PRICED BREAKFAST & LUNCH MENUS

COMFORTABLE ATMOSPHERE = FREE WI/FI
SPECIALTIES INCLUDE HAZELNUT WAFFLES € FIRE ROASTED WOOD OVEN PIZZAS

MIDTOWN MARKETPLACE IN THE HEART OF EUGENE
1591 WILLAMETTE STREET * EUGENE

- The John G. Shedd Institute for the Arts

www.theshedd.org

The Shedd Inst|tute

’:
)| “

lventures o

At The Shedd

5.3 Emmylou Harris (Hult Ctr)

5.5-6 Ballet: The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer (Hult Ctr)

5.10-19 Emerald City Jazz Kings:
Get Happy! Judy Garland,
Gene Kelly & M-G-M

5.26 Mood Area 52

6.2 Womenspace: Misty River
Benefit Concert/Dinner

6.6 Joshua Redman Trio

6.17 Herbie Hancock Quartet
(Hult Center)

8.1-11 OFAM ‘07: Richard Rodsgers
The Sweetest Sounds

8.3-10 Musical: SOUTH PACIFIC
8.4-11 Musical: BABES IN ARMS

— www.theshedd.org —

The Shedd

868 High Street at Broadway
Ticket Office: 434-7000

f ¥ Eugént

The Emerald City Jazz Kings

Get Happy!

Judy Garland, Gene Kelly & MGM

BHAMBEHS
CONSTRUCTION

CE 1955

Thu, May 10, 7:30 p
Sun, May 13, 2:30 p

Eugene Sponsor Jaqua Concert Hall

Florence: May 11 - Corvallis: May 19
Shedd Institute

Presenting
Sponsor

John H. Haines, MD
Kent A. Karren, MD
The Eye Center

Www.elgeneweekLy.com
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