
O
n the website of Eric Johnson’s

beloved absurdist folk/pop group

Fruit Bats, he promises always to

continue the band, saying, “The only way

Fruit Bats could ever stop is if I die.”

That’s good news for Bats fans now that

Johnson has officially joined The Shins.

Johnson, who promises a new Fruit Bats

record this year, opens for Califone on the

band’s Eugene stopover next week.

Califone’s music is at its best when it’s

slow and weird. The group’s new album,

Roots and Crowns, is slow and weird.

Experimental sounds, dark images, mem-

ories our unconscious sifts through,

themes of rebirth … it’s all here.

Califone’s Tim Rutili and I exchanged

emails about how the band approaches its

tripped out blues, spaced out folk and

shattered soliloquies. 

Roots and Crowns utilizes sound

from a piano covered in duct tape

and paperclips. How do you know

that’s a sound you want?

We try to explore every weird idea we

have. Roots and Crowns was recorded

slowly and in a bunch of different places,

so we had the luxury of taking our time

and experimenting. Sometimes the friction

of combining sounds that seem really

unnatural with sounds that are organic

(elements that shouldn’t work together)

open up a whole world of possibilities.

Most of the Califone stuff we’ve done so

far is built around that idea.

How do your album’s themes

emerge? 

A lot of this music is about communi-

cating with the parts of ourselves that are

not so easily accessible or explainable.

Some of it is not personal, and some of it

really is about connecting with an intangi-

ble inner dialogue. If we try not to think

too much about it or explain it away, we

are much more productive, surprise our-

selves and have a lot more fun doing this.

Comment on the album’s title.

Accepting and integrating our past and

our future, so we can be present. Maybe?

That’s what we were doing musically on

this one. The title came from a book by

Robertson Davies called The Cornish

Trilogy. It seemed to fit this one.

You indicate that Heron King Blues

was the end of a dark cycle and

Roots and Crowns unites past

themes, readying you for the next

phase. What is the next phase?

I don’t know yet. Just trying to deal

with what’s in front of my face today.

[Califone’s equipment was burglar-

ized during their last tour.] How did

losing a lot of equipment affect the

recording process?

It forced us to try a bunch of new

tricks. I miss the stuff that we lost, but it

turned out to be a good thing for making a

new record. ew
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SY’S NEW YORK PIZZA COUPON SPECIAL

SERVING DELICIOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BY THE SLICE AND BY THE WHOLE PIZZA PIE

11:00AM-MIDNIGHT SUN-THU ★ 11:00AM-1:00AM FRI-SAT

®

COUPON

$2.00 OFF
ANY 18” LARGE OR

16” MEDIUM PIZZA
PLUS 2 FREE 
20oz. SODAS

1211 ALDER
ON CAMPUS NEXT TO SACRED HEART HOSPITAL686-9598 COUPONS GOOD UNTIL

MAY 31, 2007

Tripped Out Blues,
Spaced Out Folk
Califone and Eric Johnson in Eugene

Califone, Eric Johnson

9 pm Thursday, 5/10

Sam Bond’s Garage • $12

21+ show

downtown eugene

visit myspace.com/indigodistrict for more details.

dance!

!

05.05.07
dancing in  the new venue space kicks off  on 
cinco de mayo and continues every weekend. 

doors 9pm | free before 11pm | 21+ 

*two bars for faster drink service*

THELANDMARK
An Ocean view from every table
111 Hwy 101 in YACHATS • 541-547-5459
www.landmark-yachats.com

Live at the Coast
FRIDAY, MAY 4, 9PM
I-Chele & the Circle of Light
Passionate reggae from Eugene with Vince Black.
Feel the love

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 9PM
The T Club Positive reggae, hip-hop, and Dub 
from young Eugene outfit

SUNDAY MAY 6, 8PM
The Scott Holt Band Guitar lieutenant for 
Buddy Guy, now has five records of his own. Southern
rock from Tennessee.

Fresh Fish/Italian - Authentic Oregon since 1911


