
BLADES OF GLORY: Directed by Josh

Gordon and Will Speck. Written by Craig and Jeff

Cox. Cinematography, Stefan Kzapsky. Music,

Theodore Shapiro. Starring Will Ferrell, Jon

Heder, Will Arnett, Amy Poehler, Jenna Fischer,

William Fichtner and Rob Corddry. Paramount

Pictures, 2007. PG-13. 93 minutes. 44111

H
aving triumphed last year with

Stranger than Fiction, a clever but

overlooked comedy about a loser

who learns how to live, Will Ferrell returns

with Blades of Glory, a film about a loser

who happens to ice skate. Essentially

Dodgeball on ice — the worst of the recent

dumb-guys-in-charge films, according to my

scorecard — Blades of Glory is about the

male/male figure skating team of Ferrell and

Jon Heder, who join forces when they’re indi-

vidually banned from competition. The film

is Heder’s funniest work since Napoleon

Dynamite, while at the same time a career

low for Ferrell, whose debased, sex-addicted

Chazz Michael Michaels is only funny when

he’s bickering with Jimmy MacElroy

(Heder). That’s because Chazz is a retread, a

recycled cartoon: He’s the ice-skating ver-

sion of Ricky Bobby, Ferrell’s imbecile char-

acter in Talladega Nights. Both are incredibly

stupid narcissists who make us laugh

(well, mostly) for everything they don’t un-

derstand. 

In fact, the success of Blades of Glory can

probably be attributed to the juggernaut of

Talladega rather than the merits of the current

film, which has dominated box office receipts

since its release. Ferrell has become what

Ben Stiller was five years ago: bland, pre-

dictable and about to be overexposed. (Stiller,

when offered the role of Chazz, passed.)

Watching Will Arnett (Arrested

Development) and Amy Poehler (SNL) play

an evil figure-skating duo has merits — not to

mention the pleasure of seeing Jenna Fischer,

from The Office — but Blades of Glory is an-

other Ferrell vehicle, and it’s a seriously bad

career move to see him throwing up on him-

self again (literally). Even Ferrell’s juvenile

supporters, who at this point must comprise

the gross of his fan base, will grow bored

with him after a few more misses like the

stone-cold Blades of Glory. 

Now I’d like to tell you a story. If you lis-

ten closely, you might just become very rich.

A few years ago, two twentysomething

brothers in L.A. got tired of serving lattes to

wealthy studio executives. They wrote a

script treatment of the winter Olympics — a

mere eight pages in all — hopeful that even-

tually they might get invited to pitch their

idea in front of the executives themselves. As

it turned out, that wasn’t necessary: Their

idea for a film started a bidding war. They

were too young to know who Tonya Harding

was, but they became very, very rich. The two

brothers made over a million dollars for the

script that became Blades of Glory.

When you consider that Blades of Glory

will earn more than $250 million, it makes

sense — financial, not artistic — to pay a

fraction of that for a script. So here’s what I

want you to do. Think dirt. Think kneepads.

Think big kids on little bikes. In other words,

think BMX. The major sports have been

drafted into films, but BMX cries out for a

script to immortalize it. Remember to keep it

vulgar. People expect lots of farts and burps

and vomit. Also, make sure your pedaling

protagonist is an idiot. Call him Rick, since

real Ricks probably won’t “get it,” at least not

enough to complain. Then, after some acci-

dent in which the villain (i.e., the smarter

character) falters, have Rick narrowly win

the championship trophy plus the girl and a

lifetime supply of beef jerky. When you’re

done writing, find yourself an agent, if one

hasn’t already found you. Then sit back and

watch the money pour in for BMX Bandits:

Wheels of Glory. ew
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Snow Flakes
New Will Ferrell film never heats up

BY JASON BLAIR

Will Ferrell has become what Ben Stiller was five years ago:

bland, predictable and about to be overexposed.

Peacocks … on … Ice!

Jon Heder in Blades of Glory

DISTURBIA PG13
12:05, 1:00, 2:45, 3:40, 5:20, 7:15,
8:05, 9:55, 10:45

PERFECT STRANGER R
12:50, 3:45, 7:00, 9:45

PATHFINDER R
11:40, 2:15, 4:55, 7:35, 10:10

SLOW BURN R
1:55, 4:30, 7:25, 9:55

AQUA TEEN HUNGER
FORCE: THE MOVIE R
7:55, 10:20

REDLINE PG13
12:20, 2:50, 5:15, 7:50, 10:20

GRINDHOUSE R
11:50, 2:00, 3:50, 7:15, 8:00

THE REAPING R
1:50, 4:25, 7:30, 10:05

FIREHOUSE DOG PG
1:30 & 4:15 — EXCEPT SUN, 5:10
SUN ONLY

ARE WE DONE YET? PG
11:55, 12:35, 2:20, 3:05, 4:50, 5:40,
7:20, 8:15, 9:50 

MEET THE ROBINSONS G 
*11:45, 1:25, *2:25, 4:05, *5:05,
*7:45, *10:25 *DIGITAL SHOWINGS

BLADES OF GLORY PG-13
12:00, 12:30, 2:30, 3:00, 5:00, 5:35,
7:30, 8:10, 10:05, 10:40

TMNT PG
12:10, 2:55, 5:25

REIGN OVER ME R
10:45

WILD HOGS PG13
8:00, 10:40

300 R
7:35, 10:30

METROPOLITN OPERA
LIVE
TCHAIKOVSKY S EUGENE ONE-
GIN. ONLY ON SUNDAY 4/15 AT
1:30 PM.

THE NUMBER 23 R
[11:50] 2:35, 5:10, 7:55, 10:30

THE HILLS HAVE
EYES 2 R
7:50, 10:15

AMAZING GRACE PG
[11:15] 2:00, 4:45, 7:25, 10:10

THE LAST MIMZY PG
[11:35] 2:10, 4:35, 7:00, 9:35

MUSIC AND LYRICS
PG13
[11:45] 2:25, 5:05, 7:35, 10:25

THE PAINTED VEIL PG13
[11:55] 2:50, 7:05, 9:50

HAPPY FEET PG
[11:30], 2:20, 4:50

NIGHT AT 
THE MUSEUM PG
[11:20, 12:00], 1:55, 2:30, 4:25,
5:00, 6:55, 7:30, 9:40, 10:00

DREAMGIRLS PG13
2:45, 9:55

GHOST RIDER PG13
[11:25, 12:05], 2:05, 2:40, 4:40,
5:15, 7:10, 7:45, 9:45, 10:20

THE ASTRONAUT
FARMER PG 
[11:40], 2:15, 4:55, 7:40, 10:05

THE QUEEN PG13
[12:10], 7:20

[ ] FRI THRU SUN ONLY

Adv. Tix on Sale SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG-13) ★

Adv. Tix on Sale DCI CLASSIC COUNTDOWN 2007 (NR) ★

OC: ARE WE DONE YET? (PG) DIG Fri.  (1215) 740

Sat.  (245) 1005

Sun.  (1215) 1005

MEET THE ROBINSONS DIGITAL 3D- $2.50 FEE FOR 3D (G) DIG

(1130 200 430) 700 930

REDLINE (PG-13) DIG (1205 230 450) 715 935

PERFECT STRANGER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG(1135 220 500) 745 1020

DISTURBIA (PG-13) DIG (1140 225 455) 730 1010

PATHFINDER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1135 210 435) 705 940

HOAX (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1220 300) 705 950

GRINDHOUSE (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1200 400) 800

THE REAPING (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1210 240 515) 745 1015

FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) DIG (1130 205 440)

ARE WE DONE YET? (PG) DIG Fri.  (245 505) 1005

Sat.  (1215 505) 740

Sun.  (245 505) 740

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) DIG 740 955

SHOOTER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1235 405) 655 950

300 (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1145 235) 645 940

WILD HOGS (PG-13) DIG (1140 215 445) 720 955

BLADES OF GLORY (PG-13) DIG (1200 225 455) 730 735 1000

1025

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) DIG (1155 230 500)

PERFECT STRANGER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (130 415) 700 945

DISTURBIA (PG-13) DIG (1155 225 455) 735 1010

FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) DIG (1220 245 510)

ARE WE DONE YET? (PG) DIG (1240 250 505) 720 940

BLADES OF GLORY (PG-13) DIG (1215 235 500) 730 955

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) DIG (1150 210 440) 710 930

300 (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1130 410) 650 935

WILD HOGS (PG-13) DIG 740 1005

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) DIG (205)

PATHFINDER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (400) 730 1000

Sat. & Sun.  (130 400) 730 1000

PERFECT STRANGER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (410) 710 950

Sat. & Sun.  (1250 410) 710 950

GRINDHOUSE (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (430) 830

Sat. & Sun.  (1230 430) 830

300 (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (420) 945

SHOOTER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  700 PM

SHOOTER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Sat. & Sun.  (120) 700
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