Damaged Goos'

Chris (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) meets
Gary (Matthew Goode) in The Lookout

Gordon-Levitt shines in heist thriller

THE LOOKOUT: written and directed by Scott
Frank. Cinematography, Alar Kivilo. Music, James
Newton Howard. Starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Jeff
Daniels, Matthew Goode, Isla Fisher and Carla Gugino.
Miramax Films, 2007. R. 99 minutes. % % % % v¢

nce known just as that kid from

3rd Rock From the Sun, Joseph

Gordon-Levitt has, over the last
few years, built a name for himself with
unexpected, affecting roles: a teen hustler in
Gregg Araki’s Mpysterious Skin; a high
school gumshoe tracking down his ex-girl-
friend’s murderer in Rian Johnson’s debut
feature, the sure-handed teen noir Brick.
Now, in the directorial debut of screen-
writer Scott Frank (Out of Sight, Minority
Report), the versatile and engaging actor
has a part that calls to mind Guy Pearce’s
tense turn as Leonard in Memento: a mem-
ory-challenged, wounded young man trying
to piece together a life from what’s left in
his scarred head.

But memory issues aside, The Lookout’s
Chris is a far cry from anyone in Memento.
A former star athlete, Chris got his head
injury in a terrible car crash which killed
two friends and seriously injured his girl-
friend. Chris, who was driving, now can’t
remember things; he jots down dates and
times and facts on a small notepad. He can
remember how to drive, but not how to
make coffee, a fact which some may see as
an inconsistency — but memory is a noto-
riously tricky thing, impossible to clearly
define, which allows for a bit of leeway in
the film’s depiction of Chris’ condition.

Chris’ life is not what it used to be: He
lives in a small apartment with Lewis (Jeff
Daniels), a blind musician. He works as the
night janitor at a small bank, pushing his
trolley of cleaning tools and ticking off
chores from a to-do list written on a piece
of cardboard. He goes to class to work on
his event sequencing; he goes home and
tries to make dinner, but finding the can
opener is beyond him. It’s a painfully lim-
ited life, and when Chris meets Gary

(Matthew Goode, of Match Point) at a
local bar, the slightly older man’s open
nature and sly charm are a lure for Chris,
who misses a life of friends, girlfriends and
normality. Of course, it doesn’t hurt that
Gary has a lovely lass tagging along, a for-
mer stripper (Isla Fisher) who goes by
Luvlee Lemons and seems to have a thing
for Chris. With bait this sweetly sexy, it
isn’t long before Chris is caught up in
Gary’s scheme, enlisted for his memory
issues and his job.

The Lookout is light on the twists and
turns and heavy on the atmosphere (a lush-
ly depicted, seemingly half-empty small
town supposedly in Kansas — though
Manitoba stands in) and two captivating
performances. Goode’s Gary is a small-
town would-be criminal whose motivations
are somewhat foggy — except that he’s got
one thing figured out: “Whoever has the
money,” he tells Chris, “has the power.”
Manipulative, selfish and conniving, Gary
seems depressingly familiar. But of course
it’s Chris we root for even as he repeatedly
stumbles and screws up. Gordon-Levitt’s
dimpled face, expressive and kind, makes
Chris a sympathetic character even in the
middle of an embarrassing outburst or
failed pick-up attempt. He’s a young man
stuck wanting to be the child he was before
his life changed, before the rest of the world
(including his wealthy parents) dismissed
him as hopelessly damaged.

Frank’s film is both heist thriller and
character-driven drama, a sharply written,
elegantly crafted piece of work that, though
it has a few worn spots (the uncertain
departure of Luvlee, for one), is one of the
best things to hit theaters this year. Tense,
smart and graceful, with a delicious empha-
sis on the capabilities of a solid story, The
Lookout is more than a showcase for anoth-
er stellar performance by Gordon-Levitt —
but even if that were all it was, it would be
worth it. ew

The Best

Seat In

A R ®

Town

CINEMARK SPRINGFIELD &

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 746-5202
DIGITAL SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS

GRINDHOUSE R

11:50, 2:00, 3:50, 7:15, 8:00, 11:15
THE REAPING R

1:50, 4:25, 7:30, 10:05
FIREHOUSE DOG PG

1:30, 4:15, 7:40, 10:25

ARE WE THERE YET? PG
11:55, 12:35, 2:20, 3:05, 4:50, 5:40,
7:20, 8:15, 9:50, 10:45

MEET THE ROBINSONS
G *3D/DIGITAL SHOWS
*11:45, 12:40, 1:25, *2:25, 3:20,
4:05, *5:05, 6:30, 7:00, *7:45, 9:10,
9:40, *10:25

*DIGITAL SHOWINGS

BLADES OF GLORY PG-
13

12:00, 12:30, 2:30, 3:00, 5:00, 5:35,
7:30, 8:10, 10:05, 10:40

LAST MIMZY PG
12:06, 2:35, 5:10

MOVIES 12

$1.50 All Shows * $1 Wed All Shows
$2 Friday / Saturday after 6pm
Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway ¢ 1-800-Fandango #1428 5.
STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS

ARTHUR AND THE
INVISIBLES PG
[11:55], 2:10, 4:35
BREACH PG-13
7:20,10:10

BLOOD DIAMOND R
7:15,10:25

THE PURSUIT OF HAP-
PYNESS PG-13

[11:35], 2:20, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30
HAPPY FEET PG

[11:45], 2:00, 4:30, 7:05, 9:35
CHARLOTTE’S WEB G
[11:30], 2:25, 4:50

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM
PG

[11:20], [12:00], 1:55, 2:30, 4:25,
5:00, 6:55, 7:30, 9:40, 10:00

SHOOT!
12:25, 3:30, 7:00, 10:00

TMNT PG

12:10, 2:05, 2:55, 4:30, 5:25, 7:50,
10:15

REIGN OVER ME R
7:10,10:10

HILLS HAVE EYES Il R
9:10 PM

WILD HOGS PG13

12:20, 2:50, 5:30, 8:05, 10:40

PREMONITION PG-13
7:55, 10:35

300R
1:10, 4:10, 7:35, 10:30

5E1'I'ERS FROM IWO

|
[11:50], 2:55, 6:50, 9:55
DREAMGIRLS PG-13
[11:45], 3:00, 7:00, 10:15
GHOST RIDER PG-13
[11:25], [12:05], 2:05, 2:40, 4:40,
5:15, 7:10, 7:45, 9:45, 10:20
THE ASTRONAUT
FARMER PG
[11:40), 2:15, 4:55, 7:40, 10:05
THE QUEEN PG-13
[12:10], 2:45, 5:05, 7:25, 9:50
[1FRITHRU SUN ONLY

ADVANCE TICKET SALES 4 NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Tickets & showtimes available of cinemark.com

REGAL CINEMAS

A REGAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP COMPANY

DIG = DIGITAL SOUND BARGAIN SHOWS IN ()

* Pass / Discount Ticket Restrictions Apply

VALLEY RIVER CENTER STADIUM 15
Delta Hwy. between I-5 & Bellline
ALL DIGITAL SOUND!

*

GRINDHOUSE (R) - ID REQ'D DIG
THE REAPING (R) - ID REQ'D DG
FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) piG

ARE WE DONE YET? (PG) DIG

BLADES OF GLORY (PG-13) DiG

THE LOOKOUT (R) - ID REQ'D DiG

SHOOTER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG
THE LAST MIMZY (PG) DIG

PREMONITION (PG-13) DIG
300 (R) - ID REQ'D DiG
WILD HOGS (PG-13) DIG

ALBANY 7

Next to Fred Meyer
FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) DIG

ARE WE DONE YET? (PG) DIG
BLADES OF GLORY (PG-13) DIG
MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) * DIG
REIGN OVER ME (R) - ID REQ'D DIG 930
TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) DIG (1145 210 445) 700

300 (R) - ID REQ'D DiG
WILD HOGS (PG-13) DIG

Behind Skippers 9th St
GRINDHOUSE (R) - ID REQ'D DIG

300 (R) - ID REQ'D DIG

SHOOTER (R) - ID REQ'D DiG

Times For 4/6 - 4/8 ©2007

Adv. Tix on Sale DCI CLASSIC COUNTDOWN 2007 (NR) *
MEET THE ROBINSONS DIGITAL 3D- $2.50 FEE FOR 3D (G) DIG

OC: MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) DIG %

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) * DIG

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) DiG

REIGN OVER ME (R) - ID REQ'D DiG

9TH ST. CINEMAS 4

Sat.

REIGN OVER ME (R) - ID REQ'D DiG

BOO-FANDANGO 17644

(1130 200 430) 700 930

Fri. (1155) 730
Sat. (230) 1000
Sun. (1155) 1000

(1200 1230 400 515) 800 935
(1210 240 515) 745 1015
(1130 205 440) 715 950
(1215 245 505) 740 1005

Fri. (230 500) 1000

Sat. (1155 500) 730

Sun. (230500) 730

(1135 1200200 225 425 455)
705 730 930 1000
(510) 750 1020
(1150 210 435)
655 925

(1235 410) 725 1025
(1145 220 455)

(215) PM

735 1010

(1145 235) 645 940

(1140 215 445) 720 955
541-928-7469
BOO-FANDANGO 3094
(1155 220 450) 720 950
(1225 250 520) 750 1020
(1205 230 500) 730 1000
(1135 200 435) 710 945

(110 400) 650 940

(1215 240 510) 740 1010
541.928-7469
BOO-FANDANGO 3124
Fri. (430) 800 830

& Sun. (1230 100 430) 800 830
Fri. (420) 700 945

Sat. & Sun. (120 420) 700 945
Fri. (400) 650 935

Sat. & Sun. (1250 400) 650 935
(500) PM
www,.REGmovies.com

=] S8 ART
IS

CINEMAS
492 East 13th 686-2458

http://bijou-cinemas.com/

Source to the Sea: Q&A with fgg} aggﬁ
The Columbia River Swim

“This is a generational family saga everyone can

2pm

relate to, and Nair gives it her special magic.”

directed by Mira Nair
(qusa_an Wedding,_ Salaam Bombay!

NaMESIKE
| IR _
4:30, 7:00 & 9:30 Nightly

Sat & Sun Mat 2:00
AcademEAw%d Winngré |
THE LIVES "™°ving 208 ceerl
OF OTHERS s zewox ssoncom
4:40 Nightly Sat Mat 1:50

"One of the greatest mo,
nster
movies ever madel”

o L An evening of Led
Emmes of the Gads”-May 24, 1975, Londap, ﬂ!egsigmanﬂ'md e

wamm«lnamu!!mlnlmkumh il
nliumallnggminqs_; bl X .ha!l‘lﬁaﬁhnnllhemwnan
oA : Week: Fr. Part] Sat. Part

l MH.MIIS&MFMMII 1200 a:-laf:l.:‘il& sun

Joy in Bloom

Books, Cards, Tarot
Candles, Incense
Statuary & More!

Readings & Counsel
by Felice.
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