
S
omething special is happening in

Springfield: an opportunity for high

school students to bring the arts into

their education through The Academy of Arts

& Academics Program. Instead of over-

crowded classrooms, the program consists of

small studios with 15 to 30 kids per class.

People wander from one studio to the next

drawing on the strengths of other teachers

and fellow students, interweaving the work

from one class to another.

“The arts are not taught as separate sub-

jects but integrated into the regular classes.

There is no dance class per se, but dance may

be introduced to an English class, for in-

stance,” director Mike Fisher explains.

Everything the students learn is designed

with real world applications in mind. In the

digital photography class, everything is done

on laptops, with no more notebooks and pens.

And the students make presentations inte-

grating computer applications like

PowerPoint and Photoshop. This weaving of

the artistic and academic simultaneously is

particularly good for students who haven’t

thrived in the traditional school environment.

A3’s alternative curriculum is part of the

Oregon Small Schools Initiative and is

funded in part with a four-year, $312,000

grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates

Foundation. Other organizations involved in

the community-oriented program are the

Wildish Community Theater, located across

the street, used as additional work and re-

hearsal space, and the UO Natural History

and Culture Museum, where students learn

the practical applications of science concepts

and principles.

The school has five staff members and

several teacher-artists, supplemented by

parental involvement and volunteering.

Fisher already sees a significant difference in

the students’ education. “Fifty percent of stu-

dents have a 3.0 or better.”

Fisher has been involved with  A3 during

the two years of planning and research. The

hours are long and hard, but Fisher loves the

job after working for 16 years in the theater

department of Thurston High.

Digital photography teacher Stephen

Speidel, an actor and photographer, taught at

4J schools, LCC and  KRVM. His students

are encouraged to produce videos, rather than

just learn about them, which Speidel is enthu-

siastic about.

“I wish I had a program like this when I

was in high school. I would be so much fur-

ther along with my career because I would

have learned so much more. Some of these

kids are teaching me stuff I didn’t know.” he

says, laughing.

There is a high level of respect between

teachers, students and parents in the collabo-

rative program. Student Zach Lehman says

that compared to regular high school, “there

is more freedom, people are nicer, there are

no bullies or people ganging up on you.”

Zach, a freshman, applied to the four-year

high school program after Fisher visited

Briggs Middle School last year. Like all A3

students, he went through an application, in-

terview and audition process to enter.

The school provides an introduction 

to a college level arts degree, once scorned 

by business, now desired for eclectic skills 

and problem-solving abilities. For more 

information contact the academy at

www.athree.org ew
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LANE MICROBUSINESS 
offers you free classes 
and grants you need!

(541) 463-4619
or visit

www.lanemicrobusiness.org

Thinking about owning a 

home-based business? 

Already self-employed?

CLASSES START IN 

EARLY APRIL

• How to start a business
• How to write a business plan

• Marketing your web site
• Basic bookkeeping

• And more!

Call for a complete schedule

or for more information at:

‘I wish I had a program
like this when I was in
high school. I would be
so much further along

with my career, because
I would have learned

so much more.’ 
– Stephen Speidel

Laughing Planet
You are here.

Stuff your pie-hole with tasty wholesome foods like our big

bulging Burritos, hot heaping Bowls, kickin’ Quesadillas, fresh Soups,

Salads, Salsas, and Smoothies. While you are here, enjoy the organic juice bar,

vegan-based goodies, local micro-brews, art, music and general mischief.

760 Blair Blvd. • Eugene • 541.868.0668
Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-9pm

Vegetarian, Vegan, Omnivore-friendly menu. Quick non-surly Service & Take Out

A Holistic Approach to Dentistry
Wellness Centered Dentistry is dedicated to

providing invidual care for individual people.

It is our vision to develop lasting relationships

with every member of our practice. Call today

and experience the extraordinary people and

unique setting that only Wellness Centered

Dentistry can provide. (541) 868-2008

“Because the Mouth Bone is
Connected to the Body Bone”

WELLNESS
CENTERED
DENTISTRY
300 COUNTRY CLUB RD., STE. 290 
EUGENE, OR 97401 • (541) 868-2008

DR. ROB WHICKER DDSDR. DARIN J. WARD DDS


