
REIGN OVER ME: Written and directed by
Mike Binder. Cinematography, Russ T. Alsobrook.
Music, Rolfe Kent. Starring Adam Sandler, Don
Cheadle, Jada Pinkett Smith, Liv Tyler, Saffron
Burrows and Donald Sutherland. Columbia Pictures,
2007. R. 124 minutes. 44411

J
udging by the way Charlie

Fineman (Adam Sandler) scooters

around New York at all hours,

wrapped in headphones blasting The Who,

he isn’t your average guy. Strongly remi-

niscent of Eric Bogosian with a hangover

— that or a very tired grad student —

Charlie is living a male fantasy: He spends

his days at the movies or in record stores

while by night he plays drums in a punk

band. A connoisseur of junk food and

video games, he’s got a bachelor existence

par excellence except for one small thing:

Charlie can’t remember anything from

before his wife and daughters were killed.

Or can he? The success of Reign Over

Me, a good if occasionally wispy film

directed by Mike Binder (The Upside of

Anger), depends upon whether you accept

Charlie’s delusions, which go undiagnosed

for much of the film. (Actually, the film

relies heavily upon Sandler’s portrayal of

those delusions, but more on that topic

shortly.) At the very least, Charlie is

socially awkward: When Alan Johnson

(Don Cheadle), who hasn’t seen Charlie

for four years, raises the subject of

Charlie’s dead family, Charlie responds by

demanding “Who sent you?” and pouring

root beer all over Alan. This is going to be

a tough assignment for Alan, who knew

Charlie back in dental school, but Alan has

a reason for sticking by Charlie: Alan

needs some guy time. You would, too, if

you were married to Janeane (Jada Pinkett

Smith), whose idea of hot fun is putting

together a 1,000 piece puzzle. Fully

clothed, no less. Bo-ring!

Alan wants to help Charlie, but as you

might expect, Charlie has to help himself

first. Alan presses Charlie to discuss what

happened, a prospect that seems remote for

the initial, stronger half of Reign Over Me.

Then Alan loses someone close to him.

Breakdowns ensue, and breakthroughs

can’t be far off, but unfortunately Reign

feels predictable in the middle as it

becomes a game of When Will Charlie

Tell? The film doesn’t hide the fact that

Alan needs therapy as much as Charlie, so

you might feel (as I did) a little browbeat-

en by the theme of suffering having many

faces. But Cheadle gives a typically loose

performance as Alan, a man who has

everything but lacks true perspective. And

Sandler? He acquits himself well as

Charlie — a rare nongoofball role — but

the film asks Sandler to be deeply vulnera-

ble at times, and he’s not always in pitch-

perfect control. 

Reign Over Me turns out be a 9/11

movie in the same way Bruce

Springsteen’s The Rising is a 9/11 album:

subtly, indirectly and, at times, poetically.

The film is about the emotional aftermath

of great loss; to a large degree, it succeeds

by keeping politics from seeping into mat-

ters of the heart. Reign Over Me isn’t a per-

fect film — I felt my emotions herded at

times, and the latter part of the film wan-

ders — but the supporting roles are won-

derful, particularly Liv Tyler’s, and the

music is especially effective. Springsteen

actually makes several appearances in the

film, in music and name anyway, in partic-

ular his album The River, which contains a

line from “Drive All Night” that expresses

Charlie’s collapse about as well as any-

thing can: “When I lost you, honey … I

think I lost my guts too.” ew
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Sorry, Charlie
The past is catching up to Charlie Fineman

BY JASON BLAIR

Charlie (Adam Sandler) and Alan (Don Cheadle) in Reign Over Me

Adv. Tix on Sale GRINDHOUSE (R) - ID REQ'D ★

MEET THE ROBINSONS 3D- $2.50 FEE FOR 3D (G) DIG ★ (1130

205 440) 715 950

OC: REIGN OVER ME (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (1230) 705

Sat.  (405) 1005

Sun.  (1230) 1005

BLADES OF GLORY (PG-13) DIG (1135 1200 200 225 430 455)

700 730 930 1000

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) DIG ★ (1155 230 505) 745 1020

THE LOOKOUT (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1205 240 510) 750 1020

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) DIG (1150 210 425)

650 925

SHOOTER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1235 410) 725 1025

THE HILLS HAVE EYES II (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1220 250 505) 740

1015

PRIDE (PG) DIG (1210) 1005

THE LAST MIMZY (PG) DIG (1145 220 455) 735 1010

REIGN OVER ME (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (405) 1005

Sat.  (1230) 705

Sun.  (405) 705

PREMONITION (PG-13) DIG (1225 420) 640 945

300 (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1145 235 415) 645 710 940

WILD HOGS (PG-13) DIG (1140 215 445) 720 955

GHOST RIDER (PG-13) DIG 655 935

BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG) DIG (1215 400)

BLADES OF GLORY (PG-13) DIG (1205 230 500) 730 1000

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) DIG ★ (1125 200 435) 710 945

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) DIG (1145 210 445)

700 915

THE HILLS HAVE EYES II (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1225 250 520) 750

1020

THE LAST MIMZY (PG) DIG (1155 220 450) 720 950

300 (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (110 400) 650 940

WILD HOGS (PG-13) DIG (1215 240 510) 740 1010

Adv. Tix on Sale GRINDHOUSE (R) - ID REQ'D ★

REIGN OVER ME (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (120 410) 700 1000

SHOOTER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1250 350) 650 950

300 (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (130 420) 710 1010

PRIDE (PG) DIG (310) 1020

MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG-13) DIG (1240 530) 730
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SY’S NEW YORK PIZZA COUPON SPECIAL

SERVING DELICIOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BY THE SLICE AND BY THE WHOLE PIZZA PIE

11:00AM-MIDNIGHT SUN-THU ★ 11:00AM-1:00AM FRI-SAT

®

COUPON

$2.00 OFF
ANY 18” LARGE OR

16” MEDIUM PIZZA
PLUS 2 FREE 
20oz. SODAS

1211 ALDER
ON CAMPUS NEXT TO SACRED HEART HOSPITAL686-9598 COUPONS GOOD UNTIL

APRIL 19, 2007

MEET THE ROBINSONS

G
*11:45, 12:40, 1:25, *2:25, 3:20,
4:05, *5:05, 6:30, 7:00, *7:45, 9:10,
9:40, *10:25

*DIGITAL SHOWINGS

BLADES OF GLORY PG-

13
12:00, 12:30, 2:30, 3:00, 5:00, 5:35,
*7:30, 8:10, [10:05], 10:40

[ ] NO SHOWS 4/4 & 4/5 

* NO SHOW 4/4

PEACEFUL WARRIOR PG-

13
12:45, 3:40, 7:05, 10:10

LAST MIMZY PG
12:05, 1:35, 2:35, 4:20, 5:10, 7:45,
10:20

SHOOTER R
12:25, 3:30, 7:00, 7:30, 10:00, 10:35

TMNT PG
12:10, 2:05, 2:55, 4:30, 5:25, 7:05,
7:50, 9:30, 10:15

REIGN OVER ME R
1:00, 4:00, 7:10, 10:10

HILLS HAVE EYES II R
1:30, 3:55, 7:35, 10:05

WILD HOGS PG13
12:20, 1:45, 2:50, 4:25, 5:30, 8:05,
10:40

PRIDE PG
7:20, 10:00

PREMONITION R
11:55, 2:45, 5:20, 7:55, 10:35

300 R
1:10, 4:10, 7:35, 10:30

GRINDHOUSE R
12:01 AM 4/5 ONLY

ARTHUR AND THE

INVISIBLES PG
[11:30] 2:10, 4:35, 7:00, 9:30

DEAD SILENCE R
[11:45], 2:35, 4:50, 7:40, 9:55

BREACH PG13
[11:50], 2:25, 4:55, 7:25, 10:10

THE MESSENGERS PG13
[12:10], 2:45, 5:05, 7:20, 9:50

BECAUSE I SAID SO

PG13
[11:40], 2:15, 4:45, 7:35, 10:05

BLOOD DIAMOND R
[11:55], 3:05, 7:15, 10:25

THE PURSUIT OF HAP-

PYNESS PG13
[11:35], 2:20, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30

HAPPY FEET PG
[11:15], [12:05], 2:00, 2:40, 4:30,
5:15, 7:05, 7:45, 9:35, 10:15

CHARLOTTE’S WEB G
[11:25], 2:05, 4:40, 7:10, 9:45

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM

PG
[11:20], [12:00], 1:55, 2:30, 4:25,
5:00, 6:55, 7:30, 9:40, 10:00

[ ] 3/30-4/1 ONLY


