
SPOTTED OWLS

STOPLOGGING

ONCE AGAIN
The agency responsible for pro-

tecting endangered species has

been caught with a “don’t ask,

don’t tell” policy on spotted owls.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service (USFWS) is the agency that

lists and monitors endangered species.

It is the same agency that issues “inci-

dental take” permits to individuals,

corporations and others who engage

in activities that “take” (read: kill) en-

dangered species.

The USFWS issues a “biological opin-

ion” with the incidental take permit, which

analyzes the impact to the species in ques-

tion.

A local conservation group, the Cascadia

Wildlands Project (CWP), in conjunction

with Oregon Wild (formerly the Oregon

Natural Resources Council) and others, has

sued USFWS over biological opinions with

faulty incidental take statements. The groups

argued that the agency failed to quantify the

number of endangered northern spotted owls

that would be harmed or killed during log-

ging operations in the Pacific Northwest. 

Analysis of the incidental take statements

shows that the statements allow for more

owls to be killed than actually exist in the

wild. “Ironically, USFWS, the same agency

charged with recovering endangered species,

is rubber-stamping plans to log thousands of

acres of designated critical habitat the agency

itself created,” said Josh Laughlin, executive

director of the CWP.

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled

that, “authorizing the take of ‘all spotted

owls,’ without any additional limit, is inade-

quate.”  As a result, USFWS has withdrawn

four biological opinions, which has halted

dozens of old-growth timber sales in western

Oregon.

The CWP has been working to stop the

logging of several of these sales for seven

years. Laughlin said he was delighted at the

reprieve but worried that the “USFWS will

rework their documents to make them im-

mune to future legal challenges.”

Laughlin expressed concern that legal

gridlock over these sales could continue for

years to come and stated, “This is all the more

reason we need Rep. DeFazio and Sens.

Smith and Wyden to step up and permanently

protect remaining mature and old-growth

forests on our public lands.”

— Camilla Mortensen

SABOTAGE OR

TERRORISM?

On May 15 federal Judge Ann Aiken will

decide whether the Oregon eco-saboteurs are

arsonists or terrorists.

Oral arguments on the application of sen-

tencing guidelines for the “terrorism en-

hancement” will take place starting at 10 am.

This enhancement could add up to 20 years to

the sentences for all District of Oregon

“Operation Backfire” defendants. 

Sentencing of the eco-sabotage defen-

dants will begin on May 22, one week after

the decision is made on the enhancement. All

hearings will take place in Judge Aiken’s

courtroom in the Wayne L. Morse U.S.

Courthouse in Eugene.

According to attorney Lauren Regan,

whose Civil Liberties Defense Center

(CLDC) is involved in the cases, “The en-

hancement’s application will be affected by

whether the property damaged or destroyed

was government owned or private.”

If the judge decides the terrorism en-

hancement applies to the cases, then each de-

fendant will argue individually against the

enhancement. U.S. sentencing guidelines

state that for the terrorism enhancement to

apply, the defendant or his or conduct must

be “calculated to influence or affect the con-

duct of the government by intimidation or co-

ercion.”

The CLDC contends that the government

• We’re always amazed to see the local mainstream media just going along with

whatever they are told by city officials and consultants. Case in point is the review of

the Magaña and Lara police abuse cases by former McMinnville Police Chief Rod

Brown, our cover story this week. It doesn’t take much digging to find the inconsisten-

cies between the “independent” review and the evidence that came out in the trial

about the sexual improprieties that have plagued the department for years and the

“blue wall” of silence that protects bad cops. EPD and the city were finally held

accountable by brave women who stood up and told their stories, again and again. So

where do we go from here? EPD has been forced to become a better organization, but

it still has not-so-good cops among the good cops, and it’s disturbing to know that the

not-so-good cops — the ones who knew what Magaña and Lara were up to and did

nothing — are not being held responsible for their role in this travesty. And it’s a mis-

take to think Magaña and Lara were the only problems within the EPD. The depart-

ment has a long and shameful history of racial and counter-culture profiling, excessive

force, selective enforcement and cover-ups. The R-G editorial board this week tells us

the problems are solved, and “it’s time to move on.” No. It’s time to clean house.  

• DeFazio’s getting pressured from the left and right these days as he and the rest of

Congress wrestle with various scenarios to get us out of Iraq. As we watch the debates

over the supplemental funding bill, it’s tempting to think that we in the bleachers know

how to play the game: Cut off the funding. Get us out. But it’s not that simple. It seems

not all Democrats are of like mind when it comes to ending our presence in this war

and how it will be perceived. DeFazio would likely have voted to cut funding, but that

choice was not on the floor. He voted for the House funding bill because it has binding

language that gets us out of Iraq by September 2008 or sooner, and it includes

restoration of federal funding for desperate Oregon counties. As frustrating as it is to

prolong this idiotic Middle East crusade, the supplemental funding bill might be the

first real step toward ending the war. Nothing else is on the table. Will binding with-

drawal language get stripped out of war funding legislation? Voting for such a bill

would be a dangerous act for any Democrat or Republican who wants to get reelected. 

• The war on terror has gone badly in Iraq and Afghanistan, and now Bush wants to

attack Iran. The cynics among us can’t help but wonder if what we perceive as failed

policy isn’t just part of a master plan to keep us in perpetual war and turmoil. Explains

a lot: We didn’t send enough troops into Iraq in the beginning; we pulled back in our

pursuit of bin Laden in Afghanistan; Bush as “war president” is able to grab unprece-

dented power; Congress goes along with devious erosions of our constitutional rights;

war profiteering reaches astounding levels; and our real and pressing issues at home

get swept under the rug. All very convenient.

• Sad ending for the Ducks in Sunday’s big game against the defending champion

Gators, but congrats for fighting into the final eight and making Florida sweat. Will an

impressive 29-8 season save coach Ernie Kent’s career at UO? Can’t help but wonder

what’s goiing on in Phil Knight’s head. Will the Big Donor back a

$200 million basketball arena with Kent coaching the team?  

• Each American glugs about 26 gallons of bottled water a year, sup-

porting an $11 billion dollar industry, and most of the empty bottles end

up in landfills or along roadsides. What’s so special about bottled water

that we pay more for it than for gasoline? Even the chic brands in glass bot-

tles are just filtered tap water from someplace thousands of miles away. A

story in the San Francisco Chronicle March 21 says some of the Bay Area’s finest

retaurants are switching from expensive bottled water to free filtered tap water,

with or without bubbles. It’s a move toward sustainability and tapping (literally) into

local products. Eugene could do the same, and why not? We have some of the best-

tasting tap water in the world, originating in the massive, cold, high aquifer of the

Cascade lava fields. Delicious.  

• As we go to press this week (Wednesday  noon) we are hearing rumors that Genesis

Juice has shut down due to financial woes, and is not expected to revive. We were

unable to confirm the rumors; no one at Genesis returned our call. Folks at The Kiva

store downtown confirmed Wednesday that Genesis Juice distribution has stopped.

The company, started in 1974 as a co-op making fresh-squeezed, nonpasturized juices,

has been for sale for some time. 
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