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Eclectic Reggae
From Local Legend

Norma Fraser celebrates release of new CD

There’s a reggae revival going on, and
our own Norma Fraser is at the fore-
front. Fraser is celebrating the release
of her new CD, and because she was a pioneer
of Studio One’s early reggae sound, there’s a
resurgence of interest in her past work. She’s
writing jingles, licensing her music and book-
ing shows throughout Jamaica, Japan, Turkey,
Portugal and Croatia.

Fraser titled her CD One More Chance
for a few reasons. She strayed from her
usual rootsy reggae just a bit on this record-
ing, producing a sound that’s more eclectic.
“I wanted to show people that there are dif-
ferent sides to me,” says the Jamaican-born
Fraser, who recorded with Bob Marley and
many other reggae legends. “This may be
the last chance to hear me in this format.”
It’s also a message to politicians that we
may have only one more chance to make a
difference in our world. “The opening
track, ‘Sinking Ship,” that’s my message to
tell the people, ‘Hey, take care of each
other, let’s love each other or if you don’t,
your ship is going down,” she says.

“Dreams Come True,” which also hap-
pens to be the name of Fraser’s publishing
company, is a smooth, soulful ballad. Fraser
wrote it in 1972, but it sounds more like a
’50s love song. The next song, “Slow Hand,”
has a driving, funky beat that would defi-
nitely set the dance floor on fire.

“There’s a song called ‘Japaica.’
I play the keyboards on that,”
says Fraser. “I'm very, very
popular in Japan. I go there
every year to perform and
they love me so much they
call me a ‘Japaican,” so
this is my tribute to
them.” The instrumental
recalls the music of pre-
toaster dancehall.

Why this foreign reg-
gae resurgence? “They’ve

embraced Rastafarianism,” says Fraser, “and
because they’ve embraced Bob Marley and
his philosophy, they’ve also embraced
Studio One.”

Fraser is booking tours for this year,
including Italy in October, Portugal in July
and Jamaica in July to celebrate Studio
One’s 54th anniversary. The singer who
was once ambivalent about the music biz
has found that it’s a lot easier to handle the
fame now that she’s more experienced.

“I’m picking quality things to do because
I could be busy every day, but I don’t want
to do that anymore. I can do my own man-
agement now, and I’m negotiating my own
terms. That makes me feel good.” oW
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FRIDAYS

DJ TEKNEEK EUGENE’S #1 DJ
VS. DJ ROLLO THE CONTENDER
$2 COVER B4 11PM

SATURDAYS
HIP HOP/DANCE/R&B

Hostep BY DJ TEKNEEK
$2 COVER B4 11PM

TUESDAYS
GYPHER ROOM

HOSTED BY K. WIL OF ANIMAL FARM
OPEN MIC HIP HOP WITH
EUGENE’S BEST MCS AND B BOYS

WEDNESDAYS
SOMETHING SPECIAL

HOSTED BY
DJ LAYLA & DJ MOONVOID
WITH TWILIGHT CIRCUS DUB
SOUNDSYSTEM ETHERIC
DOUBLE & TRIBE OF EVE

ST. PATTY’S
DAY PARTY
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GREEN COSTUME

(BIKINIS AND LINGERIE)
HOSTED BY 94.9’s
PK OF PLAYHOUSE

23 W. 6th (across from the Hult Center)
338-8787 » www.tahooeugene.com

TUESDAY

TRIVIA
NIGHT

“What two NFL
teams won a ﬁﬁh Supet

Bowl in the 1990s?”

‘_Wlt'_[f:'n‘sf 10 ;:;-rap."c to f}:iuy the corueet
answes to f’la-_-‘ .*.I.fm-,aa’r'nn _n".[[‘t":‘-‘rl on fJ‘t.':-.‘ m{
lL'r'."rl receie :!_/’F:‘t‘ ,ri?r':(' .'r
EVERY TUESDAY FROM 8PM - 11PN
FREE + (0OL PRIZES « TONS OF FON

Max's Tavern

550 e 13th, Eugene, Oregon

(541) 349-8986
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AD RESERVATION DEADLINE: MARCH 9. 5PM
CALL 484-0519

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT HIV ALLIANCE, SASS AND PLANNED PARENTHOOD
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JAN SAVAG

LECTURE AND Q&A WITH ADVICE COLUMNIST,
JOURNALIST, EDITOR OF SEATTLE'S STRANGER

THURS., MARCH 15 > WOW HALL

DOORS 7P | SHOW 8PN | SUGEESTED DONATIONS §5:$20
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