
N
ot to be confused with the real

estate company, Keller Williams

the singer-songwriter, instrumental

innovator, marijuana legalization activist

and all-around self-taught musical power-

house is coming to town. Williams is best

known in recent years for his practice of

recording snippets of his stage performanc-

es, then “looping” them whilst layering

additional vocals, instrumentals and effects

atop the recorded material. This marriage of

musical and technological creativity seems

rather unspectacular on his albums (it is one

thing to know someone is doing something

so post-modern, but quite another to see it),

explaining why Williams’ live shows have

been his bread and butter over the last 10

years. Dubbed a “one-man jam band,” he

has toured with Béla Fleck and the

Flecktones, Michael Franti and Spearhead

and the declining jam band behemoth String

Cheese Incident, as well as looping it up in

countless “projects” with other jazzy, funky,

bluegrassy types he meets along the way.

This winter, Williams tours in support

of his ninth studio album, dream, out in

February. For a record made by a one-man

band, dream sure has a lot of musicians

credited to its 16 tracks, but a glimpse at

their names will allow most listeners to

overlook the paradox. Franti, Fleck and

SCI are all featured guests, as are Bob

Weir, Martin Sexton, Samir Chatterjee and

Victor Wooten, among others. Naturally,

there are plenty of groovy, trippy tracks on

dream, but the who’s who of supporting

artists brings the album a little closer to

what the encore set of a Williams show

might sound like. Williams’ solo work is

itself remarkably diverse, but he knows

how to successfully share the stage … and

the studio. This one-man guy can jam well

with others.

dream is a rich collection of fun, drifty

songs, not too heavy and even a little gim-

micky in places (“Ninja of Love” is a culprit

in this category). But several tracks really

showcase Williams’ talents as a lyricist, and

these should not be overlooked in the all-

star hype. “Cadillac” is a rolling fantasy bal-

lad about road-tripping with Hare Krishna,

Jesus and Buddha, while “Restraint” is a

sweet and simple confession about wanting

to sexually ravish the song’s subject at inap-

propriate moments. Both songs are simple

and funny and honest — qualities that may

not always get noticed in a guy known for

his wacky technology and zany antics, but

in many ways are harder to come by in

music these days. ew
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Beautiful Loop
Keller Williams returns to support

new, trippy album

Keller Williams

8 pm Thursday, 1/25

McDonald Theatre

$20 adv., $22 doorTHURSDAYS

LIVE COUNTRY
MUSIC

FEATURING

$1 Coors Light • $2 Well Drinks
Ladies Get In Free

FRIDAYS
THE LOFT

CHECK OUT OUR NEWLY
REMODELED LOFT!

SATURDAYS

HIP HOP/
DANCE/R&B

HOSTED BY DJ TEKNEEK
$2 COVER B4 11:00 PM 

TUESDAYS
CYPHER ROOM
HOSTED BY K. WIL OF ANIMAL FARM

OPEN MIC HIP HOP WITH
EUGENE’S BEST MCS AND B BOYS

WEDNESDAYS
WORLD

TECHNO DANCE
HOSTED BY

DJ LAYLA & DJ
MOONVOID

PLUS A SPECIAL DANCE 
GROUP EVERY WEEK

23 W. 6th (across from the Hult Center)

338-8787 • www.tabooeugene.com 

THELANDMARK
An Ocean view from every table
111 Hwy 101 in YACHATS • 541-547-5459
www.landmark-yachats.com

Live at the Coast

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 9PM
Crosstown Rockers
Classic rock from South Lincoln City

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 9PM
The J.J. Kasner Band
Texas swing and taste of the blues
via Austin, Texas

Fresh Fish/Italian - Authentic Oregon since 1911

24  JANUARY 18, 2007

“there’s nothing I can’t wax!”

frances
WAXING SPECIALIST has moved to
evolved image salon | 315 east 13th avenue | eugene

Call now to schedule your appointment:

541.510.5773
Bring this ad in for 20% OFF your first appointment!


