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» We're pleased to hear that the EWEB Board has set a goal to design a decent fish
ladder around Trail Bridge Dam on the upper McKenzie. The idea of trapping
salmon and bull trout and providing a taxi service around the dam might be cheap-
er in the short run, but more expensive over time, particularly if you attach a value
to damaging the fish and their reproduction. No fish we know wants to ride in a
sloshing metal tank with funny smelling water.

« David Korten might be the only writer/speaker in America who can discuss glob-
al warming, peak oil, and the collapse of the dollar and leave his listeners with
some optimism. That's what he did last Saturday night with an audience of more
than 400 in the First Christian Church in downtown Eugene. Korten established
himself as an edge thinker on corporate globalization with his 1995 book, When
Corporations Rule the World. His new book The Great Turning: From Empire to
Earth Community describes climate change, peak oil, and the dollar collapse com-
ing together as the perfect storm that will
derail the global economy. So what's the good
news? Korten says this will be an opportunity
to create something better - maybe local,
community-based, sustainable businesses. He
called on his audience to help bring about this
“great turning” because he doubts that politi-
cal leaders will lead in truly new directions.
Speaking of new directions, his Eugene visit
was sponsored by leaders in the local faith
community and ELAW, an international envi-
ronmental organization based in Eugene.

* Lots of talk about the city of Eugene buying
the county's so-called butterfly parking
garage downtown for a new City Hall site, and
we've written in this column about some will-
ingness on the county staff's part to a deal that provides replacement parking for
county workers. But we're also hearing about some grumbles among county com-
missioners. It apparently irks the commissioners to read about city plans for coun-
ty property without being consulted directly or included in the planning. What
might overcome that irritation? How about a joint council/commission meeting?
How about a proposal to swap the butterfly lot for something the county desper-
ately needs — maybe a new county health building? And we bet the county would
love to take over the current City Hall building if it becomes available.

Dawd Korten

+ Speaking of county government, what's going to happen when Commissioner
Anna Morrison cleans out her desk in January and Bill Fleenor moves in his pen-
cils and Rolodex? Well, Morrison’s been on the wrong side of many 3-2 votes in
recent years, and she's not done voting yet. We'd like to see some of those envi-
ronmentally damaging decisions revisited in 2007. Fleenor’s coming on at a tough
time. Federal timber revenues are running out, and some painful decisions are
looming for the board regarding county services. Morrison favored eliminating
entire county functions during hard times, particularly social services that she did-
n't like. We expect Fleenor will have a more pragmatic attitude, recognizing that
social service, education and health pro-
grams more than pay for themselves
over time.
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« Earlier this month we got an Oregon =&
State Police email bulletin with photo
attached announcing a pot bust on I-5.

Some bloke got pulled over by OSP and e +
the officer sniffed marijuana. A search of the car turned up 14 ounces. Granted,

that would make a Cheech and Chong-sized doobie, but come on, now — a
statewide bulletin and a mug shot for a guy with a few baggies?

* Perhaps the most inspiring message to carry away from CALC's 40th birthday
bash last weekend in the Hilton was that the Community Alliance of Lane County
persists, stronger than ever. Marion Malcolm spoke with the same zest she showed
in a program photo, circa 1978, with Doug Barber and Cindy Kokis. And the 2007
CALC calendar tells the story: Springfield Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration, Jan.
15; protest on anniversary of Iraq invasion; Back to Back/Got Your Back campaign
event; Understanding Anti-Semitism workshop; counter-recruitment work in Lane
County high schools; Cesar Chavez commemoration in Springfield; Memorial Day
signature ad in R-G; working to free Suzanne Swift and end command rape. Plus,
CALC promises “to respond to threats and opportunities throughout the year, in

partnership with our allies!"” Forty more, please.

* The city of Eugene is spending taxpayer money — we're not sure of the total yet -
to negotiate purchase rights for downtown properties along Broadway, but it ap-
pears at least two members of the City Council were not kept in the loop regarding
the negotations. After the Connor & Woolley deal fell through, the council directed
City Manager Dennis Taylor to try to find a way to deal with the vacancies and blight
on Broadway. Taylor and his planning staff decided to pay appraiser John Brown
$20,000 in urban renewal funds, plus legal expenses, to work out the deals, and
more thousands were spent to buy the options on the assembled properties. We
can see the value in confidentiality in sensitive negotiations, but why not inform all
the councilors? The council will eyeball the options Monday to see what, if anything,
they want to do with them. We're crossing our fingers for a positive outcome.
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MARKET VS.
CITY HALL

The Eugene City Council last week re-
jected the city manager’s recommendation to
put improvements for the downtown
Farmers’ Market on hold until after a site is
chosen for a new City Hall.

In hearings on the new City Hall building,
many citizens testified that they would prior-
itize funding for a new permanent Farmers’
Market building downtown. The council
voted six months ago to direct the city man-
ager to pursue long term improvements for
the popular downtown market and set aside
$300,000 for short term improvements.

But in October the council named the
“butterfly” county parking structure just
north of the market as one of two leading sites
for a new City Hall. City staff recommended
Nov. 13 that the council hold off on spending
the $300,000 for market improvements to
avoid the chance of having to rip up their
work if the site is chosen for a new City Hall
and plaza.

But councilors said they didn’t want the
market to have to wait for the uncertain City
Hall project.

“Even if City Hall happens on that site,
they’re there three to four years” before con-
struction starts, Councilor David Kelly said
of the market.

Councilor Betty Taylor said she was “dis-
mayed” at the manager’s recommendation
and said the market is an important part of
downtown. “There is nothing better or more
lively than the Farmers’ Market, particularly
in conjunction with the Saturday Market,”
Taylor said. “While we’re helping them, we
are helping our city at the same time.”

“We chose to support tnis paiticuial inat-

ket because of the tremendous economic vi-
tality it brings to downtown Eugene,” said
Councilor Bonny Bettman. “What they need
is more space and electricity and water,” she
said of the improvements.

Councilor Andrea Ortiz noted that the city
had never before spent money to help the
market.

Kelly said that Fred Kent, a downtown re-
vitalization expert the city brought to Eugene
a decade ago, marveled that other cities were
struggling to create a downtown farmers mar-
ket while Eugene already had a thriving oper-
ation. Kelly remembered Kent wondering,
“Why aren’t you people falling all over your-
selves to keep and improve this?”

— Alan Pittman

BLIGHT
ATTRACTS
VAGRANTS

The city is trying to attract investors to re-
vitalize downtown Eugene, but the “unrelent-
ing vandalism” and homeless, mentally ill,
drunk, addicted and/or sex offender people
hanging out along Broadway may scare in-
vestors away, officials from the Downtown
Eugene Inc. business group told the Police
Commission last month.

Steve Scarborough, who manages the red-
coat security guards employed by DEI, said
there were usually eight to 12 chronically
mentally ill persons living downtown on
Broadway, along with three or four convicted
sex offenders, according to Oct. 12 meeting
minutes.

Michelle Emmons of DEI described the
“unrelenting vandalism,” including window
etchings and graffiti along Broadway from
Charnelton to Willamette Street, and said that
a homeless camp had been removed from
under the One East Broadway building, the
minutes reported.

Meeting participants offered various solu-
tions. Commissioner Carla Newbre said a
public homeless shelter might help transition
people back to housing. But DEI officials al-
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