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Commission. I also served on the Dean’s
Advisory Committee at the UO School of
Law.

I think Vicki Walker is the very rare
elected official who combines honesty,
courage, intelligence and a strong work ethic,
and because of these qualities she is being tar-
geted by the special corporate interests that
she has opposed.

As we all know Vicki has been on the op-
posite side of the most powerful and influen-
tial person in Oregon (a former Democratic
governor), the most powerful industry in
Oregon (private utilities) and one of the most
powerful agencies in state government
(SAIF). In each instance the public interest
was served by what she did.

I was personally involved in Vicki’s initi-

less” accurately describe Vicki Walker.

She is opposed by a conservative running
as a moderate even though he is anti-choice
and a supporter of Bush. He does not even
identify himself in his advertising as a
Republican, but he is running as a
Republican.

If Vicki were to lose, the intimidation of
other legislators by the out-of-state-owned
private utilities would be enhanced and the
power of these utilities increased. This would
not be good for Oregon. As an Oregonian in-
terested in the public welfare, I only wish
there were other legislators with the courage
of Vicki Walker to do what is the best inter-
ests of Oregonians and not for the benefit of
the big money special interests.

Kenneth Lewis

ation of the law that now prevents utilities Portland
from charging Oregon ratepayers for taxes
which the utilities in fact do not pay.

I think the words “courageous” and “fear-

—
Revolving Door

The case against arbitrary term limits

hen it comes to who represents us in Salem, Oregon voters should

have the final say. But Measure 45 would prevent us from electing

lawmakers we support and from deciding for ourselves when we
need a change in Salem. Measure 45, put on Oregon'’s ballot with mostly out-
of-state money, is a recycled version of the same term limits we have tried in
Oregon once before. Our organizations are united in our opposition to Measure
45, Here's why:

An effective Legislature has a mix of experienced and new legislators. Just
as people do in any profession, the novices learn from the advice and example
of the veterans. If Measure 45 passes, more than half of today's legislators will
be forced out by 2009. Why should we have to lose effective lawmakers just
when they have learned the job?

Oregon's previous experiment with term limits, from 1992 to 2002, was a
failure. Inexperienced lawmakers moved into leadership positions before they
understood the process, leading us to gridlock and excessively long sessions.
Knowing that they would only hold office for a short time, legislators ignored
long-term problems needing long-term solutions to focus on high visibility po-
litical ploys that would help them make the transition to their next position.
The only people with experience were lobbyists and bureaucrats, increasing
the power of the unelected. Do we really want to go back to those times?

Term limits don't do what their proponents claim. According to the 2006
Joint Project on Term Limits, the only major academic study of term limits,
“Term limits have not led to the new breed of diverse, citizen legislators propo-
nents expected to see, however. In general, there are not more women or mi-
norities in state legislatures, and there is no substantial difference in legisla-
tors' age and occupational backgrounds.” Also, “in the majority of term-limited
states, the number of women legislators has actually decreased since term lim-
its took effect.” Instead, term limits create a revolving door of politicians who
move from office to office or from elected office to lobbyist.

Measure 45 does not solve the real problem in Oregon — lack of oversight
and ethics reform. We need stricter reporting requirements, stronger penalties
for violations and an ethics committee with sufficient rules and resources to
make a difference. Changing politicians is not the same thing as changing the
political system.

Measure 45 is not an Oregon solution to an Oregon problem. Howard Rich, a
wealthy New York developer, has moved more than $1 million into Oregon to
pass Measure 45. Term limits have not been passed in any state since 2000
and have been withdrawn in five other states besides Oregon. Let’s not let
Howard Rich buy Oregon's way back to the failed experiment of term limits.

We believe that Oregon — and every other state — has the most effective term
limits of all: elections. Every election gives you the right to make up your own
mind about whom to vote for and whom to vote against. Your right to vote is a
powerful tool. Don't let anyone take that right away. Vote no on Measure 45.

MONEY TALKS
I greatly enjoyed Lance Sparks’ conflicted

This commentary was provided by Margaret Noel, president of the League of Women Voters of Oregon, Holly
Pruett of Stand for Children, and Nancie Fadeley and Flo Alvergue, co-presidents of the LWV of Lane County.

THREE Yeare in a ROW! We'te GRATEFUL, Yo!
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Thanke and Praicae to all PIE friende for
voting ue BEST LOCAL CLOTHING STORE!
We're honored to be a PIECE of cuch a
CREAT COMMUNITY!

If you haven't been by — come cen
why we're #] at the PIE!

# Hemp and Organic Cotton Clothing
# Local Producte # Earth-Friendly Fachione

Mon-Thure 10-7 / Fri-Sat 10-5° / Sun 12-6

Corner of 11th & Willamette in the * of Eugene

A Neighborhood Market
With World-Class Variety!

”L’om@ Grown, L’om@ Owned."
BUY ONE GET ONE FREE'

MARKET
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“Udo's 3+6+9 Oil Blend is a
special blend of carefully
chosen, natural, unrefined,
EFA-rich oils that has a
pleasant, nutty, buttery taste.
It contains oils from fresh,
certified organic flax, sesame,
sunflower and evening
primrose seeds as well as
oils from rice and oat germ,
providing 'minor" ingredients
with major health benefits.”
- www.florahealth.com

Udo’s 3 69 |
Oll Blend fl oz OFFER GOOD THROUGH

25th & WILLAMETTE ¢« EUGENE * OPEN DAILY 8AM-10PM
(541) 345-1014 » www.capellamarket.com

\ The. Shedd |Smeas
nstitute

434-7000

www.theshedd.org

Classes & Private Lessons
for all ages, skill-levels & interests

Upcoming Concerts

10.28 Magical Moombah: Mr. Big &
The Tall Tale Folk (10am/1pm)
Herb Ohta Jr. & Daniel Ho
Tiempo Libre
Masters of the Celtic Harp
Highland, Heath & Holler

Fraser & Haas, Hayes & Cahill & Molsky
Roswell Rudd
& The Mongolian Buryat Band
“Baby, It’s Cold Outside!”
Christmas at The Shedd 2006
Ken Peplowski: Sing Sing Sing!

12.02 Tom Mayne

12.06 Keola Beamer

— Visit www.theshedd.org for updates —

lnhn H. Haines, MD
A. Karren, MD

The Eye Center

10.28
10.29
11.08
1112

TR Tall Tale FoII<I

Saturday,

October 28"
10am & 1 pm
at The Shedd!

Your $5 ticket includes the * Dnscovermg
Instruments” playshop at 11:15 am!

11.15
11.30

12.01
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