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Mr. Moderate?

Torrey's record is not so nice
to the environment.

"moderate,” “conservative,” " terrorist” or

"“radical,” Maybe it's the scientist in me that
wants words to be clear when they involve voting
about the fate of our community, our nation, the
world.

For instance, when Jim Torrey labels himself a mod-
erate, | don't know what he means. Do you? What comes to
your mind? Anything unpredictable for someone whose cam-
paign is being carried financially by logging, developer and big business individuals and
organizations? | haven't a clue what “moderate” means in terms of Jim Torrey. Or
whether that term is meant to imply that his opponent, Vicki Walker, is not moderate -
whatever that means.

When Eugene’s citizens proposed that they should have the right to know what toxics
they are breathing from Eugene manufacturing facilities, then-Mayor Torrey opposed this
right-to-know initiative. Eugene citizens passed the law.

Since Torrey has no record of voting in the state Legislature or as a city councilor, we
have only his record of casting votes to break 4-4 ties in the City Council.

When the City Council tied on whether they should go on record opposing Measure 37,
he broke the tie, voting to table the motion. The council passed the motion at a later
meeting from which he was absent. Torrey now claims that he doesn't like Measure 37 -
then why did he table the motion expressing that opinion?

When the City Council tied on whether to cut funding for Eugene's stormwater pro-
gram that was hoping to buy some stream reaches key for retaining water quality, he
broke the tie, voting to cut this water quality funding.

When the City Council tied on whether to lower development fees for builders building
downtown by increasing fees for builders breaking up new land at the edge of the city, he
broke the tie, voting against this effort to reduce sprawl.

When the City Council tied on whether to remove protections for wetlands from the
West Eugene Wetlands Plan in order to build a four-lane highway through them (i.e., the
West Eugene Parkway) , he broke the tie to remove wetlands protection. (Speaking of un-
clear language, isn't “Parkway" an interesting term for a highway that would roar through
apark?)

When the City Council tied on whether to draft a moratorium on accepting or process-
ing applications for big box stores (more than 50,000 sq. ft.), while researching what
other communities have done to limit big-box negative impacts on traffic, clean water and
neighborhoods, he broke the tie in favor of continuing to process big-box applications
without the research.

When the City Council tied on whether to purchase 77 acres of Santa Clara area land
for a park instead of tying the parkland acquisition to increased urban sprawl on land out-
side the urban growth boundary, he broke the tie in favor of joining the park to sprawl.

When the City Council tied on whether to give public enterprise zone money only to
developers who would build on areas already being used industrially or on sites that
needed to be cleaned up because of toxics, he broke the tie in favor of giving enterprise
zone money also to developers who would build on land that hadn't previously been de-
veloped.

I ¥ ve never been a fan of words like “liberal,”

sports for children. But it's his opponent, Vicki Walker, not him, that the Oregon
Education Association is backing with campaign funds. These educators appar-
ently feel that Walker brings more promise for children’s education in Oregon.

Perhaps Torrey claims to be a moderate because he is a friendly kind of guy — you
know, nice. But “nice” and “friendly” are not words that are particularly clear. Do we mean
nice to talk with at an informal gathering or nice and friendly to Oregon’s environment -
the long-term habitat for Oregon'’s children?

P erhaps Torrey claims to be a moderate because he likes the idea of schools and

Mary O’Brien of Eugene has worked as a public interest scientist since 1981. She can be reached at
mob@efi.org
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EXTRAORDINARY TH NGS FOR EXTRAORDINARY KIDS

BAMBINI & BAMBINI SOUTH THANK YOU FOR
SHOPPING LOCALLY AND HELPING GLOBALLY!

$ZO RObeeZ ~ LIMITED TIME ONLY

We are always here 1o help you

with your Natural Parenting needs!

* (loth Diapers

* (rganic Cotton Clothing & Towels
*Lrgo Carriers, Slings, & Deuter Backpacks

We are the original, exclusive carriers of See Kai Run shoes’
We have the LARGEST selection in town!

205 W. 5th AT CHARNELTON e 485-1222
OPEN MON-SAT 10-5:30 ¢ SUN 11-5

2864 WILLAMETTE SUITE 200 « 302-1555

OPEN 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM * 7 DAYS A WEEK

14TH ANNUAL SOROPTIMIST
WALK FOR LIFE

SATURDAY,
OCT.7, 2006
10 A.M.

EWEB PLAZA
EUGENE,
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» Provides emergency cashv granty to-any one inv Lane County
who- iy battling breast cancer or other cancerys of the female
reproductive systew
® A joint project of the Sorvoptimist International Clubs
of Eugene; Junctiow City and The Emerald Empire
ENDOWMENT PARTNERS: pu—
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ETACTICS

BOARDSHOP
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-NC Productions-

TimeforChange ™
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Sick Days :

a snowboarding movie by Tyler McLeod
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WED. October 18th

-Snowboard Raffle/ Product Toss-

g After Party@ GoodTimes Bar

7:30pm @ The McDonald Theatre
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