
A
show at the Lord Leebrick is al-

ways an intimate affair. With the

audience literally under actors’

noses, every eye movement registers, every

drop of sweat sizzles. Occasionally the ef-

fect misfires, as when viewers of last year’s

mostly competent Assassins were blasted

back into their chairs by enthusiastic per-

formers. At its best, however, the cozy

Leebrick offers the opportunity for engag-

ing, personal theater, unattainable in other

locales.  

The company opens its 15th season with

Sam Shepard’s True West, a superb use of

the arena, showcasing some fine acting in

roles traditionally considered tours de force

for the two male leads. First mounted at the

Leebrick as part of the company’s second

season, with co-founders Christopher

Leebrick and Randy Lord in the leads, this

revival features Christopher’s return; he is

joined by his brother Richard Leebrick. 

The brothers in life also play brothers on

stage. Housesitting for his suburban, aged

mother, Hollywood screenwriter Austin

(Richard) hopes to get a jump on his next

movie pitch. When Austin’s freeloading

thief of a brother Lee (Christopher) shows

up on the doorstep and charms the movie

producer Austin has been cultivating, the

siblings begin collaboration on a western

film treatment combining Austin’s talents as

a writer with Lee’s talents as a hood. The

project ultimately leads to a little male

bonding, a whole lot of drinking and one

very funny scene involving a plurality of

small kitchen appliances. 

The show has some trouble out of the

gate, dragging a bit before it picks up speed

in later scenes. Richard as tight-laced Austin

falls prey through much of the first act to the

“straight man” trap of serving as a barely

solid buffer braced against the tidal wave of

his brother’s performance. Christopher’s

acting falters a bit when called upon to por-

tray Lee’s danger and menace, but he at-

tacks the loutish, beer-swilling role with ob-

vious relish, in a commendably loose, ca-

reening style.

Both Richard and his nebbishy character

relax as the play rolls into its second act,

when the borders between the brothers’ per-

sonas erode and ultimately reverse. Richard

hits his stride with a well-acted identity cri-

sis, leading to a burst of convincingly staged

violence. 

Richard and Christopher Leebrick are

perfectly in sync as Austin and Lee (even

down to matching soul patches). Their nu-

anced joint performance conjures the famil-

iarity and shorthand of family communica-

tion, incorporating that special way brothers

always seem to know just which buttons to

push with each other. 

The Leebrick clan is ably assisted by

Bobbye Sorrels as the feuding screenwrit-

ers’ mother and Achilles Massahos as their

increasingly disenchanted producer.

Massahos especially shines in his small

role, injecting the closed system of the sub-

urban ranch home with a ray of up-tempo

smarminess. Director Joseph Gilg stages his

players naturalistically, emotively, like wary

beasts circling each other in a confined

space. The Leebrick (and the Leebricks)

does right by Shepard’s rumination on fra-

ternity, machismo and the long departed

cowboy heroes of the Saturday matinée. ew

True West runs Oct. 5-7 & 13-14. For tickets call 

465-1506. $8-$17.
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(Right to left) Chris Leebrick, Achilles Massahos

and Richard Leebrick in Sam Shepard’s True West.

Richard and Christopher

Leebrick are perfectly in

sync as Austin and Lee

(even down to matching

soul patches).
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Tuesday - Saturday 11-7

Sunday 1-7 • Closed Monday

TTaassttyy  TThhaaii  KKiittcchheenn

11AM-9:30PM DAILY

80 E. 29th & Willamette

302-6444

NOW SERVING! THAI SLUSHIES
with tropical fruit

NOW DELIVERING

LUNCH SPECIAL!
Famous Original Thai Wrap

starting at $3.50

WEEKEND SPECIAL!
Honey Roasted Duck

Fruit Smoothies

Vegetarian &
Vegan Options

Beer on Tap &
Wine Available

Bubble Tea

LANE COUNTY

ALZHEIMER'S

DISEASE
MEMORY WALK 2006

Sunday, October 8th
Alton Baker Park picnic area

REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 1 PM
MEMORY WALK BEGINS AT 2PM

fun court, memory wall, folk dancing,

face painting and Fiddlin' Sue...

KMTR's Matt Templeman and Kitty

Piercy will be on hand

Money raised through memory Walk

2006 stays in the four-county area to

provide services to people affected by

Alzheimer's disease, their families and

their care givers.

MORE INFORMATION CALL 345-8392


