
INVINCIBLE: Directed by Ericson Core. Written
by Brad Gann. Cinematography, Ericson Core. Music,
Mark Isham. Starring Mark Wahlberg, Greg Kinnear,
Elizabeth Banks and Kevin Conway. Walt Disney
Pictures, 2006. PG. 105 minutes.

T
o scholars and hermits who still

believe in dictionaries, “invincible”

means unconquerable or incapable

of being subdued. But the new film

Invincible is putting wordsmiths on notice:

“Invincible” isn’t invincible any longer. A

scrappy but highly romanticized film about

the NFL career of former bartender Vince

Papale, “invincible” doesn’t exactly leap to

mind as you watch Vince getting his ribs

broken. What comes to mind is “crush-

able,” meaning able to be shattered by

pounding or grinding. But there’s a secret

message in the smarty title: Invincible,

meaning not having the qualities of Vince.

In other words, Vince Papale isn’t like us.

Vince Papale is special.

Vince Papale (Mark Wahlberg) is also

looking for a job. As Invincible takes great

pains to point out, working-class

Philadelphia in the 1970s is a place of

Dickensian poverty. Good men are every-

where, but good jobs are nonexistent.

Factories are closing, marriages are ruptur-

ing and — worst of all — the Philadelphia

Eagles are losing. To stay sane (and sober),

Vince and his friends play sandlot football,

a neighborhood tradition with a third-world

feel, what with the fistfights and absence of

protective gear. As any of Vince’s y-chro-

mosome friends will tell you — that’s

Maxy, Tommy, Johnny or Petey — Vincey

can really play some football. But Vince is

getting divorced before we even know he’s

married. Vince thinks he might be a loser.

When the Eagles announce open tryouts for

Philly residents, Vince is too wounded to

risk another failure.

Since the outcome of Invincible is never

in doubt, it’s up to director Ericson Core

(The Fast and the Furious) to make us feel

as if Vince has nowhere left to turn. Vince’s

half-baked thrashing of his apartment does-

n’t cut it. Walhberg’s Vince is the same mix

of pride and decency that made his Eddie so

engrossing in Boogie Nights (1997). But

Invincible is a sports film that doesn’t tran-

scend the genre, requiring Wahlberg only to

look taciturn and mopey without a hint of

motivation. We aren’t surprised when Vince

shows up at football tryouts, because noth-

ing important about Invincible is surprising.

At least the on-field action is exciting. The

tryout scenes don’t redeem the movie, but

even non-sports fans will enjoy the pure fun

of Vince trying to make the team.

Vince makes the team, of course, and life

is good in the neighborhood. But inside the

Eagles’ locker room it’s a completely differ-

ent story. His hustle makes the veterans look

lazy. Even the trainer has it in for him. Can

Vince help the team find its character in

time for the Eagles to win the big game?

Can Vince win the heart of the girl who

shows up the same night his wife leaves

him? This wannabe gridiron Rocky never

leaves any outcome in doubt. It’s a shame,

because once Vince takes to the field, the

football scenes are the best I’ve ever seen. 

Vince is anointed as a saint from the start,

but I’ll take a sinner any day. Vince’s choir?

A continuous soundtrack of popular hits

from the 1970s. To director Core, there isn’t

a scene in Invincible that can’t be improved

by a period song. But I don’t need to hear

“How Long (Has This Been Going On)?”

after a character’s infidelity is revealed.

Seriously. I understood the first time. I dis-

trust movies that use their soundtracks as a

running commentary on the action.

Invincible is one of those movies.            ew
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Fly Like an Eagle
Lessons in courage from the producer

of The Rookie.

Mark Wahlberg and Elizabeth Banks in Invincible.

Can Vince help the

team find its character

in time for the Eagles

to win the big game?

This wannabe gridiron

Rocky never leaves

any outcome in doubt.

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD
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Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
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SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

SHOWTIMES FOR 9/1-9/7
No children under age 6 will be admitted to any

R-rated feature after 6:00 PM

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 741-1231
MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELD

LADY IN THE WATER
PG13
12:00, 2:35, 5:05, 7:40, 10:15

MIAMI VICE R
7:00, 10:05

CLICK PG13
11:45, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:10

CARS G
11:20, 12:10, 2:05, 3:05, 4:50, 6:50,
7:35, 9:35, 10:20

JOHN TUCKER MUST
DIE PG13
11:25, 1:55, 4:15, 6:45, 9:20
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DA VINCI CODE PG13
11:35, 2:50, 6:40, 9:50
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THE ILLUSIONIST PG13
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CRANK R
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*TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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[ ] EXCEPT THURSDAY SEPT 7TH
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NIGHTMARE ON
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Adult $7.25 ¥ Fri & Sat $7.75
Child/Senior $5.00

Adult Matinee $5.25 (before 6:00pm)
Student with ID $5.75
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