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news mriefs

the city of Eugene’s sustainability task force.
The other two are economic prosperity and
environmental quality.

Social equity is the least researched of the
three principles and often given lowest prior-
ity, the report’s authors say. The study shows
that financial and environmental concerns are
important, but that people’s working experi-
ences also matter in the Eugene-Springfield
community.

In the spring of 2006, the study’s authors
convened seven focus groups. Workers, busi-
ness owners and managers discussed what
they valued about social equity and made
suggestions for integrating social equity into
sustainability initiatives.

The focus groups said health benefits,
flexible work schedules, a living wage and
opportunities for career advancement were
most important. “Health benefits should be
mandatory ... for any type of job,”
one participant said.

The focus groups definitely val-
ued the idea of sustainability. One
group member said,
“Sustainability helps people feel
connected to their community, feel
good about what they’re doing in
their community.”

Some participants wor-
ried that social equity
would not receive the
same attention as eco-
nomic successes or environmental
considerations. Business sector participants
supported the concept but raised concerns
about increased wages and employer-pro-
vided health care. They suggested that the
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B20 and B99 BIODIESEL
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Northwest Beer and Wine
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®
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866.978.3210 :: SQbiofuels.com

city recognize businesses with socially equi-
table practices.

Study co-author Claire Syrett said, “We
hope that this report will spur a much-needed
community dialogue.” The report, The Social
Equity Factor, is available online at
www.uoregon.edu/~lerc/index.html

— Adrienne van der Valk

NCAP WINS
EPA LAWSUIT

On Aug. 24, a federal judge in Seattle
overturned new Bush administration rules
that allowed pesticide manufacturers to ig-
nore their products’ effects on endangered
species. The court restored earlier standards
that gave better protection to plants and ani-

mals on the brink of extinction.

The ruling came in response to a
lawsuit filed by a coalition of
wildlife conservation and pesticide

reform organizations, including

the Eugene-based Northwest

Coalition for Alternatives to

Pesticides (NCAP). Earthjustice
represented the plaintiffs.

The Endangered Species
Act requires the
Environmental

Protection Agency to
consult with wildlife sci-
entists before approving pesticide products,
in order to ensure that pesticide use won’t
threaten protected species. The Bush admin-
istration had changed the rules, at pesticide

Lane County
Herbicide
Spray Schedule

» Updated spray notices: Farm and
Forest Helicopter (360) 362-3197
conducting aerial spraying for
Oregon Department of Forestry
(935-2283), Notification No. 781-
50943 on 80 acres state lands with
Oust, Arsenal, Accord Herbicides and
Forest Crop Oil near Nelson and
Haynes tributaries in Section 8,
Township 17 South, Range 7 West,
south of Triangle Lake, and east of
Greenleaf.

+ Skookum Reforestation (485-
3026) for Roshoro Lumber (746-
8411) No. 781-50986 on 3250 acres
ground spraying with Triclopyr ester
(Garlon 4); and adjuvants Forest
Crop Oil (oil carrier and adjuvant)
and/or Brush & Basal (oil carrier) in
Greenleaf/Deadwood area.

 See Oregon Department of
Forestry website for more informa-
tion regarding additives at:
www.odf.state.or.us/pcf/chem/addi-
tives.asp and for more information
regarding herbicides for forestry at:
www.odf.state.or.us/pcf/chem/pesti-
cides.asp

Compiled by Jan Wroncy, Forestland Dwellers,
342-8332
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