Sweet Sunimer Melodis

Barefoot Natives bring the island vibe stateside.

illboard ~ Magazine  dubbed
B Hawai’i-based Hapa “the hottest

Hawai’ian band,” and PBS did a
whole feature on them. Well, move over,
Hapa, because the Barefoot Natives are com-
ing to town. And for local lovers of island
grooves, the addition of this amazing two-
man band to the Hawai’ian roster illustrates
the saying that you can’t have too much of a
good thing.

By himself, Uncle Willie K is a musical
powerhouse whose guitar playing and vocals
can, without too much danger of hyperbole,
be compared to those of B.B. King, Van
Morrison and Jimmy Buffet. That hits quite a
wide range, doesn’t it? But along with excep-
tional chops, the greats share the ability to
evoke moods and emotion with their
melodies and lyrics, something Barefoot
Natives do exceptionally well.

When Willie K teams up with Eric
Gilliom, who also plays guitars and sings, the
two pull from R&B, reggae, jazz, classic surf
music and their own Hawai’ian heritage to
create layers of sweet harmony that transport
the listener to an endless, white sandy beach
where the waves of a clear blue ocean gently
lap against the shore and a light breeze rustles
the palm leaves. Their recently released self-
titled CD is an antidote to road rage, a pick-

me-up for those days when everything goes
wrong and a ray of sunshine guaranteed to
brighten even Eugene’s dark winters.

Traditional songs like “Fa Mai Ra Oe”
are mixed with covers of Kenny Loggins’
“Watching the River Run,” George
Harrison’s “Something,” and my favorite,
“Going Home” from the Rocky Horror
Picture Show. “Home Away From Home,”
written by Willie K, leans toward rock with a
little gospel thrown in and a lilting groove.
Another favorite is “Mountain of Gold,”
which incorporates “The Star Spangled
Banner,” but does it in a way that mainlines
the message of freedom, justice and equality
and is a gentle reminder of the kind of nation
we could be.

While the CD leans heavily toward the
downtempo side of things, their live shows
are a showcase for the explosive and dy-
namic chemistry between Willie K and
Gilliom and are not to be missed. Even
though this is the Barefoot Natives’ first
Eugene appearance, expect this to be a
packed, sold-out show. Get your tickets
early, and then kick back and have a fruity
cocktail with an umbrella.

The Barefoot Natives play at Luna 8 pm
Wednesday, July 12. $22 and worth every
penny. ew
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Bursting At The Seams

The Hatch: ready to rumble

T he Hatch's new album was released officially on June 13, but merely three
weeks later, they're already touring the West Coast in support of it. The
band’s tour diary highlights some of the hard knocks this three-year-old foursome
has already experienced. For instance, at a show in San Luis Obispo, the club
owner neglected to tell the band they would need to provide their own mics,
stands and cables, necessitating a return trip back where they started.

Presumably the audience was glad to hear the band
fully amplified. The Hatch's brand of indie/pop/rock just
wouldn’t have sounded so sweet performed at no volume.
The new album is Fit To Burst, and it's easily likeable,
danceable rock. The four guys tightened up their sound to
appreciative audiences at the University of Washington, where the college news-
paper hailed them as the main “campus band.” Now that three of them have
graduated and are back home in LA, the focus is on the music.

The album'’s opening strains of “New York City Women" and “Put You Out”
reveal that these guys can shake out rock like some people shake hands, rock
that's fun, easy and just gritty enough to feel real. “Find Them" finds the band
exploring a funky, smooth rhythm guaranteed to fill up the dance floor. On other
tracks, the band explores its slow sentimental side. Too literate to truthfully be
called ballads, the slow songs nonetheless reveal the heartache of breaking up
and making out. Vocalist Sean Douglas croons with an earthy intensity that's just
right for dancing, be it slow or otherwise. It's clear these guys all have song-
writer’s souls, and soulful souls, which they readily reveal in all these songs.

— Vanessa Salvia

The Hatch
10 pm, Fri. 7/7

Luckey's » $3-$5

July 13-15 and 21 and 22. Call 683-4368 for
tickets. The show moves to the Hult
Center’s Soreng Theater July 28-30. Call
the Hult Center box office at 682-5000.
The Jungle Book

Opens Thursday, July 13 at Actors Cabaret
of Eugene Academy Youth Stage

“It's the bare necessities, the simple bare
necessities; look on the sunny side of life
..." Yep, the Disneyfied Rudyard Kipling
story comes to Eugene, with Mowgli, the
good Baloo, the ssssssssssssssscary Kaa
and grrrrrrowly Shere Khan, not to men-
tion Bagheera, King Louie and Mowgli's
new buddy Shanti. Show dates are July 13-
16. Call 683-4368 for tickets.

Opening
Nights

A Winnie-the-Pooh Birthday Tail

Opens Tuesday, July 11 at the Mad Duckling
Theatre on the UO campus

Eeyore has lost his tail! His friends Pooh,
Tigger, Kanga, Rabbit and Piglet want to
get it back before his birthday party. Show
dates are July 11-15 and 18-22.

Call 346-4192 for tickets. Kiss Me, Kate

Opens Thursday, July 13 at Lane Summer
Evita Musical Theatre, LCC

Opens Thursday, July 13 at Actors Cabaret “Too darn hot, it's too darn hot ... " Cole

of Eugene Porter and William Shakespeare? Seems
Both beloved and hated, Argentina’s com- less bizarre post-Shakespeare in Love.
plex and controversial Eva Perén is the sub-  This, er, immortal musical features a some-
ject of this musical that chronicles her life what-updated-but-still-pretty-battle-of-the-
from her poor upbringing as an illegitimate sexes-oriented storyline that follows a pro-
child and fame as a B-picture actress to life duction of The Taming of the Shrew. Show
as the wife of Argentinean president and dates are July 13-16, 20-23 and 27-30. Call
dictator Juan Perdén. Show dates at ACE are  463-5202 for tickets.
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——1 FRI, JULY 7, 9PM
Papaw’s Blue Je

Band

Rockin’ blues from Corva llS ve erans

SAT, JULY 8, 8PM
Silas Band
Rising new jam band from Eugene, with a rocking style
SUN, JULY 8, 8PM

Truckstop Honeymoon
Bluegrass vaudeville from Mike West, a true New Orleans original

Fresh Fish/Italian - Authentic Oregon since 1911
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