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Although their opinion was delivered
tongue-in-cheek, I have to agree with the
writers: What’s good for the goose is good for
the gander. Or the lizard. We seem to be liv-
ing in the Gordon Gecko “Greed is good!”
moment. Is the contribution of any one indi-
vidual worth 170 times any other?
Apparently only if it is “Made in America.”

Benton Elliott
Eugene

COMMON HUMANITY

It is true that satire is difficult to write.
That’s why there is only one Mark Twain.
J.K. Larkin is no doubt a better doctor than he
is writer. It is also true that many otherwise
intelligent and well-educated people cannot
comprehend satire. Anyone who writes it will
be misunderstood by those who read literally,
whether it is well-written or not.

What dismays me is the reaction of some
letter writers who understood “Pesky
Immigrants” (5/25) as an attempt at satire and
nevertheless attacked the writer. Why such
viciousness? Why are people so mean? It was
nothing like “the most offensive screed since
the Protocols of the Elders of Zion,” and was
obviously not intended to offend any minor-
ity.

These letters are merely one example of
the vituperative language we read or hear
every day. What is wrong with us? Are we be-
coming like fundamentalists, wanting to de-
stroy those we disagree with, spiritually if not
physically? With unwanted war in Iraq, an
apparently  criminal  leadership  in
Washington, lying politicians, an economy

based on greed and our own inability to
change any of it, many of us feel rage rising
in ourselves. But attacking other people will
only hasten our social disintegration. We
need to discover our common humanity and
issues we can unite around before we end up
killing each other like the people of so many
other broken nations.
Ellen Spear
Eugene

SCARY LISTENING

In 1973, we traveled to Kishinev, part of
the Soviet Union. I remember how people in
fear of being overheard and reported clus-
tered together to whisper on the streets. When
a stranger or foreigner passed by, the group
would break apart, keeping their backs to the
unknown person. Once the stranger went by,
they would turn and huddle together again to
talk.

Outdoor speakers repeatedly blared patri-
otic music. When we visited relatives, they
turned up the radio and television volume,
and we sat in a corner talking: “The walls
have ears,” they told us. If someone wanted
to make a call that connected outside the city,
they had to go to a special building, ask for
permission, and, of course, were monitored.
There was even a large head of Lenin on top
of this telephone building. This was all done
under the mantle of “patriotism” and “na-
tional security.”

Is this what the Bush-Republican govern-
ment has planned for America?

Robert Rubinstein
Eugene

"After all, coffee is bitter,
a flavor from the forbidden and

dangerous realm."

-Diane Ackerman
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Think Up...

Janice Dunn, CFP
Certified Financial Planner

Simple financial solutions in a complex
financial world.
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CITYCLUB

E UG E N E

WAR:
IS IT EVER
WORTH IT?

with Dr. Martin Jones,
Dennis Hoerner &
lana Matthews-Harris

Friday, June 30  11:50AM
at the DOWNTOWN
ATHLETIC CLUB

" $3 admission » Free to City Club Members

485-7433
www.cityclubofeugene.org

TONS oF
FABULOUS ARRIVALS!

% Political T-Chirte, Stickere & Buttone
~ % Hemp/Cotton T-Chitte from Naked Clothing
# Kickace Glace from Local Articte
% Hompy'e Board Shorte, Hate, Wallete & Belte
% Qummer Suppliee for the Whole Family
We've Cot the PIE you want to BUY!

Corner of 11th & Willamette in the & of Eugene
MON-THUR10-7 * FRI & SAT 10-g% SUN 12-6
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. \ ) DVD 313-99
P ; N On sale through July 30, 2006

.me place to find it.
l . . n r

Corner of West 11th & Seneca | 541 683-6902
www.gotocdworld.com

OREGON FESTIVAL OF
AMER

AUGUST I-12
EUGENE, OREGON

DICK HYMAN
JAZZ ADVISOR
MAUDE MAGGART
MARIA JETTE
MICHAEL STONE
BILL HULINGS

SHIRLEY ANDRESS
IAN WHITCOMB

RANDY SANDKE
KEN PEPLOWSK|

™ PETER APPLEYARD

IRVING BERLIN'S

AMERICA

SHEDD TICKET OFFICE: 434-7000 | HULT TICKET OFFICE: $82-5000
MORE INFO: WWW.OFAM.ORG | BROCHURE: 434-7000

Featuring 10 jazz & historic popular music concerts, an all-new
production of Irving Berlin's "ANNIE GET YOUR GUN", free film and
lecture series, 3 youth music camps, 4 Elderhostel programs, and more!

John H. Haines, MD

Q"& § Kent A, Karren, MD
LibertyBank e The Eye Center

ANK CAPP
& MORE!
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