
SUPERMAN RETURNS: Directed by Bryan

Singer. Written by Michael Dougherty and Dan

Harris; story by Harris, Dougherty and Singer.

Music, John Ottman. Starring Brandon Routh, Kate

Bosworth, Kevin Spacey, James Marsden, Parker

Posey, Frank Langella and Sam Huntington. Warner

Bros. Pictures, 2006. PG-13. 154 minutes.

W
hile the revamping of a super-

hero franchise may not quite

have the same awe-factor as the

first cinematic vision of Batman driving

through Gotham or Spiderman swinging

from a web, in the case of Superman

Returns, it’s certainly close. Director Bryan

Singer has taken his experience directing a

troupe of superheroes (in the first two X-

Men movies) and tightened his focus to just

one — the lone alien in shiny blue tights,

played this time by the impossibly chiseled,

Christopher Reeve-esque Brandon Routh.

Superman Returns picks up after

Superman II, in which Superman gave up

his powers for the love of intrepid reporter

Lois Lane. That didn’t work out so well.

When Returns begins, Superman’s been

gone for five years, off exploring the part of

space where his homeworld once was.

Nothing’s there; back on Earth, nothing’s

the same.

Singer is generous and lyrical with pac-

ing, especially in the first third of the

movie, which sets up Superman’s relation-

ships, his bright-eyed Clark Kent alter ego,

the state of the world and the current dia-

bolical plan of criminal mastermind Lex

Luthor (Kevin Spacey). Lex is out of

prison and flush with cash after swindling

an old widow. His plot, when it really boils

down to it, is ... well, it’s about real estate.

But the details of Lex’s plan are less impor-

tant than Spacey’s sinister, slightly campy

portrayal of bitter, vengeful Lex. Spacey

owns his scenes, which are even more fun

when Kitty (Parker Posey) is sulking

behind him. Kitty’s a little slow on the

uptake, but her dawning horror as she

begins to understand Lex’s plan is plain on

Posey’s face.

It takes Superman a little longer to fig-

ure out what Lex is up to. At first, he’s got

other things on his mind. Lois Lane (Kate

Bosworth), his great love, has a son. And

she’s engaged. The love triangle is central

to Superman Returns, which is not just

interested in what superheroes can do, but

what they can’t do as well. And Superman,

like many a hero before him, can’t be there

for Lois as Richard (James Marsden) can.

There are too many other people counting

on him. A whole planetful of people, actu-

ally.

Superman Returns excels at the vital

elements of a superhero blockbuster: stylish

sets, great effects, snappy dialogue (with a

few familiar lines and a few snortingly

funny ones), epic disasters, capable actors.

Our new Superman is taciturn, unfailingly

polite and a tiny bit sly. Donning glasses as

Clark, he’s enthusiastic but always a step

behind (it’s unclear whether Clark does any

actual reporting).

Singer has a particular knack for telling

detail and crisp tension, and an eye for the

small ways in which a scene’s outcome can

be obvious yet the path it takes to reach

that outcome nail-bitingly unclear. But

what makes this Superman truly soar is the

clarity and sympathy with which Singer

and his pair of writers approach the idea of

the superhero in a world where there is

only one. This isn’t just a whiz-bang movie

about saving the world or the girl, though

both are important (refreshingly, the girl

does some saving as well). It’s a story

about reconciling the past with hopes for

the future and creating a functional present.

It’s also about the divide between seeing

the hero as just a little more than human

and as something far different, as savior

(an idea reinforced by the voice of Marlon

Brando as Superman’s dead father). Lois

Lane has a Pulitzer for an article called

“Why the World Doesn’t Need Superman,”

but, Superman Returns suggests, maybe

we do need someone who can catch jets

with his bare hands and stop bullets with

his eyeballs. Especially if he can also

make us cheer and lift our faces to the sky

in wonder. ew
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Extra! Extra! Clark Kent

(Brandon Routh) reads

all about ... himself.

BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

Adv. Tix on Sale PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S

CHEST (PG-13) ★

THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG-13) DIG (1145 235 505) 730 1005

SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG-13) DIG ★ (1130 1200 245 330) 645

700 1015 1030

CLICK (PG-13) DIG ★ (1150 225 455) 725 955

NACHO LIBRE (PG) DIG (1150 220 435) 700 930

THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) DIG (1140 215 450) 725 1000

CARS (G) DIG (1135 225 500) 735 1010

THE DA VINCI CODE (PG-13) DIG (1130 250) 640 950

Adv. Tix on Sale PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S

CHEST (PG-13) ★

THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG-13) DIG (1110 150 435) 720 1010

SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG-13) DIG ★ (1130 1200 300 330) 630

700 1000 1030

CLICK (PG-13) DIG ★ (1120 205 450) 735 1020

FAST & THE FURIOUS 3 (PG-13) DIG (1140 210 455) 730 1015

NACHO LIBRE (PG) DIG (1205 240 515) 750 1025

CARS (G) DIG (115 415) 710 955

THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG-13) DIG (1215 315) 710 945

NACHO LIBRE (PG) DIG (1245 300 515) 730 1000

CARS (G) DIG (110 405) 700 955

THE DA VINCI CODE (PG-13) DIG (1230 345) 745

©2006Times For 6/30 - 7/2

Chiseled in Tights
The Man of Steel is back, and still needed.

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD
Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 746-5202 - 6/30-7/5

Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES - NO PASSES -NO SUPERSAVERS

SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

SHOWTIMES FOR 6/30-7/5
No children under age 6 will be admitted to any

R-rated feature after 6:00 PM

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 741-1231

MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELD

SCARY MOVIE 4 PG13
11:40, 12:15, 2:05, 2:45, 4:25, 5:00,
6:50, 7:20, 9:10, 9:30

FAILURE TO LAUNCH
PG13
1:55, 7:05

ICE AGE: THE MELT-
DOWN PG
11:15 12:00, 2:00, 3:05, 4:15, 5:20,
6:45, 7:35, 9:20, 9:55

THE BENCHWARMERS
PG13
11:25, 4:30, 9:25

RV PG
11:20, 11:55, 1:45, 2:35, 4:10, 5:05,
6:55, 7:25, 9:15, 10:00

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE  3
PG13
11:30, 12:10, 2:25, 3:10, 7:00, 7:30,
9:50, 10:15

STICK IT PG13
11:45, 2:15, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40

AKEELAH AND THE BEE
PG
11:35, 2:10, 4:45, 7:15, 9:50

THE OMEN R
11:50, 2:30, 5:10, 7:40, 12:10

SHREK 2 PG
JULY 4 ONLY 10:00 AM

*NO PASSES/NO SUPERSAVERS

DEVIL WEARS PRADA
PG13
10:05, 1:05, 3:50, 7:15, 10:00

SUPERMAN RETURNS
PG13
10:00, 10:30, 11:20, 11:50, 1:35,
2:05, 2:55, 3:25, 5:10, 5:40, 6:30,
7:00, 8:45, 9:15, 10:05, 10:35

CLICK PG1
9:55, 10:50, 12:25, 12:50, 1:30,
3:15, 3:45, 4:20, 6:25, 7:00, 7:35,
9:10, 9:45, 10:20

WAIST DEEP R
7:55, 10:25

NACHO LIBRE PG
11:40, 2:10, 4:25, 7:25, 9:50

GARFIELD’S TAIL OF
TWO KITTIES PG
10:20, 12:35, 2:50, 5:05

CARS G
10:10, 12:30, 1:20, 3:30, 4:15, 6:35,
7:15, 9:30

LAKE HOUSE PG
10:25, 1:00, 3:35, 6:55, 10:05

FAST & FURIOUS 3
PG13
11:45, 2:30, 5:15, 7:50, 10:40

BREAK –UP PG13
7:10, 9:55

X-MEN 3
10:15, 12:55, 3:40, 7:05, 9:45

OVER THE HEDGE PG
11:55, 2:15, 4:35

DA VINCI CODE PG13
11:00, 2:35, 7:05 10:35


