Enjoy

The

a Fun Filled FREE Day at

A Family Nudist Resort

Open to the public

June 24th, 10-4

Call (541) 933-2809 www.willamettans.org

Affiliated with American Association for Nude Recreation

1-800-TRY NUDE -www.aanr.com

Swimsuit shoppingl made e

Why do more people trust American Laser
Centers for smoother, more beautiful skin than
anyone else in the country? It's our state-of-the-art
laser hair removal system that's both safe and

effectivel

Call today for a free, no-obligation, private
consultation. And ask about our interest-free
payment plan and written satisfaction guarantee.

Looking gorgeous is easy when you choose

with confidence.

Ask about our men’s specials!

For @ limited time, purchase
any bikini laser hair removal
package for your smooth *Or equivalent packags
summer look and receive...

50% SAVINGS

on our Underarm Package.*

Moy ot be combined with any other affers.

/X

American Laser

541-344-6217 4780 Village Loop, Suite 220  Eugene, OR

www.americanlaser.com

Centers

Hair Removal & Skin Rejuvenation

*

The place to find it.

ON SALE

99

EACH

2-Disc
Set

Recorded in the same casual
manner as 2005's Honeycomb, in
various hit-and-run sessions with
superstar session musicians
during gaps in the Pixies' unending
reunion tour, Fast Man Raider Man
abides by the this-will-do aesthetic
that has been a hallmark of Frank
Black's solo career,

Also On Sale - Honeycomb $12.99 Each

Corner of West 11th & Seneca | 541 683-6902
www.gotocdworld.com
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Outside the Comfort Zone

21-year-old HIV educator Cree Gordon wins $10,000.

hristopher “Cree” Gordon, 21,
‘ didn’t take his first HIV test be-
cause he was interested in his HIV
status. He took it because he was broke,
and he got paid $10. It came back positive.

He doesn’t know how or when he was
infected, but thinks it was probably when
he was 19 after his stepfather had kicked
him out of his home in rural Louisiana.
Homeless and broke, he hustled the streets
of New Orleans, having sex for money
One of the people he = B
met during that time k.
brought him to Eugene,
where he took the HIV
test.

Within weeks of
finding out he was HIV
positive, Cree started
working with the HIV
Alliance, volunteering
and speaking at local
high schools and col-
leges talking to stu-
dents about safe sex,
STD’s and HIV. He’s
enrolled at UO and is
part of the way through
his freshman year. He
has a bed, a roof over
his head and food, and
he’s not broke like he
was then.

Especially now. On
June 22 in New York
City, the Colin Higgins
Foundation will give
Gordon and two other
young adults checks
for $10,000 each. They
are the 2006 winners of
the Colin Higgins
Courage Awards, given each year to “re-
markable lesbian, gay, bisexual, or trans-
gender youth who refuse to be silenced by
societal norms, demonstrating amazing
courage when confronted with hardship,
intolerance and bigotry based on sexual
orientation and/or gender identity.”

EW caught up with Gordon just before
he was heading off to New York City to re-
ceive the award.

So, were you out when you were
living in Louisiana?

It’s still really racist there. Just in the
town itself, people separate themselves by
race. I think I had a harder time being bi-
racial. I’'m half white, half black.
[Gordon’s mom is white and his dad is
black.]

I didn’t even know I was half white
until I was 10. I didn’t grow up around my
parents. My paternal grandparents raised
me. So it hit me when I met my mom’s
family. They came to visit us, and it was all
these white people

I came out freshman year of high
school, when I was 14 years old. I didn’t
have it bad. I’'m not the kind of person who
cares what people think. I did notice that

are like, “I have a niece
or a grandson that age
and I need to talk to

them about HIV.”
— Cree Gordon, age 21

all the LGBTQ youth at school weren’t as
strong as [ was though, and I tried to help
them as much as I could.

I even went to my senior prom in drag
and danced with the prom king. Even in
my presentations, I make people uncom-
fortable to make them comfortable. I’11
wave around my red penis model ... [ have
to call it that, but it’s really just a dildo.
Then when I get to the serious part like
talkmg about HIV, they’re more comfort-
able asking the hard
questions.

What about winning
this award?

It’s hard when you
are the one making the
difference. You don’t
see that. I was really
surprised that 1 was
even nominated. Or
reading the bios of the
other people, I was
thinking, “Wow, they
do so much more than

I just feel that a lot of
people can relate to me
because I’'m a young
person. Older people I

So what are you
going to do with all
that cash?

owe the UO
$6,600, so that’s where
most of it is going to go.
And I need a trip, so I'll
probably take a trip. |
have to pay out-of-state
tuition, but this summer
I’m going to apply as an
independent. My par-
ents don’t help me out with anything; I’'m
paying for everything by myself. And I’'m
not going back to Louisiana, so hopefully
I’1l get in-state tuition.

What do you like about the work
you're doing with HIV Alliance?

I guess I'm a weird kid. A week and a
half after I found out I was [HIV] positive,
I started volunteering there. I started with
the MSM group. That stands for “Men who
have Sex with Men.” And I still volunteer
with them. I go to the nude beach in
Springfield, or to the places where people
have anonymous sex, and I talk to people.

It’s really satisfying that I go out, that I
put a young face on HIV. I just feel that a
lot of people can relate to me because I'm a
young person. Older people are like, “I
have a niece or a grandson that age and I
need to talk to them about HIV.”

I think I’ve found a passion, a purpose, |
think this is what ’'m going to do for the
rest of my life — advocate for people in
prevention and protection. It just feels
right. ew

To read more about Cree Gordon check out the feature
article in the UO s Flux Magazine at
http://influx.uoregon.edu/current.html
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