
“a much better investment than housing

them in the jail system.”

Other State Results
Although Oregon schools have a

strong legal argument, it’s unclear

exactly what they can hope to get out of

the lawsuit. In states where similar law-

suits have prevailed, plaintiffs have

spent years pushing for stiffer remedies

from state courts that appear reluctant to

dictate budget increases to legislatures,

according to studies by the National

Center on Education Finance. Here are

some examples of  the mixed results in

state cases:  

• In New York a school funding law-

suit has been going on for more than a

decade. This March, a New York

appeals court ruled that the state was

underfunding New York City schools by

$4.7 billion but held that only the

Legislature could determine the level of

school funding, leaving the outcome

confused.

• In Arkansas a lawsuit threatened to

shut down state government funding

and forced the Legislature to increase

school funding 14 percent this year. 

• In Kansas a court threatened to

close all schools unless the state proper-

ly funds them. The case went to the state

Supreme Court, which will consider in

August whether to force the state to

spend up to a half billion dollars more

on schools. 

• In 1979 the West Virginia Supreme

Court upheld an adequate funding law-

suit but left it up to the Legislature to

determine how to implement adequate

education.

• In the mid 1980s, a Kentucky court

ruled state education funding was inad-

equate and mandated that schools meet

a list of academic standards. Another

lawsuit, still seeking adequate funding,

was filed in 2003.

• In Wyoming in 1995, a court ruled

the state school funding inadequate and

required that the Legislature have a

rational basis for setting its school fund-

ing levels. 

• In North Dakota this year, school

districts agreed to stay a lawsuit if the

Legislature agreed to give $60 million

more to schools. 

• In New Jersey, a long-running 

case has forced more programs for high-

need districts and recently compelled

the state to come up with $5.3 billion 

in needed school construction 

funding.

• In California in 2004, the state set-

tled a school funding lawsuit by agree-

ing to provide monitoring, programs

and about a billion dollars in new fund-

ing for high-need schools.

Firestone said she hopes the lawsuit

in Oregon goes faster than those in other

states. The court could rule on motions

for summary judgement by the end of

the summer, or the case could take three

to five years to resolve, she said. 

Oregon’s case has a leg up on other

states because the state has Measure 1

and already has documented exactly

how much it has underfunded education

through reports by the Oregon Quality

Education Commission, revealing how

the Legislature has stiffed its kids $1.8

billion in school funding. The

Legislature’s own commission warned

that the result of continued underfund-

ing “will be an inadequate school sys-

tem, a burden on the state economy, and

the loss of our status as a high quality-

of-life state.” ■

Shambala

SUMMER CLEARANCE SALE!
(June 8 - June 18)

20% OFF EVERYTHING IN STOCK
Corner of Broadway and Olive

99C West Broadway • Eugene • 541-868-1178

Just suspending the kicker tax break refund for
big corporations and the wealthiest 20 percent

would generate about $800 million this year.
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WELLNESS CENTERED

DENTISTRY, PC

DR. DARIN J. WARD, DDS F.A.G.D.
Fellow of the Academy of General Dentistry
Wellness Centered Dentistry, PC

300 COUNTRY CLUB RD., STE. 290

EUGENE, OR 97401 • (541) 868-2008

DR. DARIN J. WARD

Health is Achieved by Intention. The rich

are unable to buy it. The poor are unable to

have it given to them. Only those that desire

health and ACT on that desire with intention

will attain it.  Health is a choice…and the choic-

es we make create who we are as individuals. It

is our vision to develop lasting relationships with

every member of our practice, create with them

a lifetime strategy for their dental health, and

treat them comprehensively in a manner congru-

ent with their values. 

TARARIN
T H A I  C U I S I N E

Mother’s homemade recipes • Fresh & healthy
No MSG, No dairy 
Vegetarian Selections
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

WEEKDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

MORE THAN 20 SELECTIONS
OF BEER AND WINE

11 22 00 00   OO AA KK SS TT ..   ••   EE UU GG EE NN EE ,,   OO RR   ••   (( 55 44 11 ))   33 44 33 -- 11 22 33 00
Mon. - Fri.: 11-3PM lunch,  4:30-10PM dinner   •  Sat. - Sun.:  12-10PM

NNOOWW DDEELLIIVVEERRIINNGG!!    DDEELLIIVVEERRYY HHOOUURRSS::
Tue. - Fri.: 11-3PM lunch,  5-9PM dinner • Sat. - Sun.:  12-9PM

NNoott  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonn  MMoonnddaayy..


