
L
ately Eugene has become

a hotspot of folk and blue-

grass, with bands lighting

up the bars downtown night after

night. This isn’t a fad with players

who’ve popped up for 15 minutes

of fame and will disappear just as

quickly. The scene has been

around for years, and Ashley

Raines has paid his dues. 

Raines can pick up just about

any instrument and piece together

a song right before your eyes. He

also happens to have a rather nice

singing voice. But the real core of

his signature sound, especially on

his most recent record, Machine

Kills, comes from music that’s

made up of the bare essentials.

“With Machine Kills, it’s sim-

ply electric guitar and drums,”

Raines says.  “I wanted a sound

that was easier to convey live, I

wanted it stripped

down. With the four

previous albums, if I

had gone on tour and

wanted to convey

exactly what was on

them, I would have had to have 20 guys on

stage.”

The new album was indeed a whole new

songwriting process for Raines. Primarily a

lyrics-first writer, for Machine Kills Raines

wrote the music first in the studio, and fol-

lowed by writing words later to match the

feel of the song. Departure from the norm

was something that took time to adapt to, but

it worked out far better for him in the end. 

“I’ve always been a lyrical writer.” he

says. “It’s actually very difficult to have

words and then try and find the music to try

and match the emotion that the words are

conveying. Once I got into the stride of doing

it the way I did Machine Kills, it got very,

very easy. The music will direct me to the

emotion that needs to be there for the words.

When it comes to folk music, being a

jack-of-all-trades musician and lyricist like

Raines is quite the gift. And for a town with a

history of supporting its singer/songwriters,

he’s a perfect fit. ew
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Ashley Raines
10 pm• Fri. 6/2
Luckey’s • $3

BY DAN HOYT

The Folk Everything Man
Ashley Raines is songwriting flexibility personified.

New Location: 1030 Willamette
(in the old Circle of Hands location)

Summer Dress, Pillow Cover, Incense, Music for Massage &

Meditation, Jewelry, Prayer Flags, Singing Bowls, & more...

CALL: 338-4611

1030 Willamette St. Eugene, OR 97401

www. .com


