
A
ruling by U.S. District Court Judge

Thomas Coffin has revealed the

pervasive failure of Eugene police

officers and top city officials to stop Officer

Roger Magaña’s years of sex abuse despite

numerous complaints. 

In allowing six civil lawsuits to go forward

against the city, Judge Coffin noted that in

2002 then-Police Chief Thad Buchanan knew

of a 2001 complaint about Magaña stopping

and harassing a woman while on patrol. Police

supervisors dismissed the complaint, even

though they found strong evidence that

Magaña lied to Internal Affairs about impor-

tant details of the incident. A later outside

audit caught the discrepancy and brought it to

Chief Buchanan. 

Under deposition Buchanan admitted that

“there was reason to doubt his [Magaña’s]

side of the story” in the harassment complaint.

But Buchanan said the city’s union contract

does not allow re-investigating dismissed

complaints. Buchanan admitted the city per-

haps could have launched a new investigation

into the new charge of lying about the incident

but, “it didn’t occur to me.”

Buchanan also said he couldn’t recall

whether anyone made any effort to more

closely supervise Magaña after the question-

able incident. 

Coffin wrote that the deposition “amply

demonstrates” that Buchanan knew about the

allegation and that Magaña “lied about it,” but

nothing was done to Magaña. “He did nothing

to change that fact,” either by supervising

Magaña more closely or by changing the way

Internal Affairs handled such cases. 

“One can reasonably infer” what

Buchanan would have found out if he had

investigated or supervised Magaña more

closely, Coffin wrote. The judge then listed 13

separate incidents where 12 women and one

man allegedly had reported Magaña’s sex

abuse, ranging from harassment to rape. The

reports went to at least 14 different police offi-

cers and a municipal judge without the city

stopping Magaña’s abuse:

• A woman “reporting to Officers

Wolgamott, Bankhardt, Thompson, and Sgt.

Fellman that Magaña raped her.”

• A woman “reporting to Officer Reimers

that Magaña grabbed her friend's buttocks.”

• A woman “reporting to Officer Poppy

that she had been forced into having oral sex

with Magaña.”

• A woman “reporting to Sgt. Flynn that

Magaña had raped/sodomized her.”

• A woman “reporting to Officer Webber

and Lt. Fields that [another woman] was hav-

ing sex with Magaña to ‘get out of warrants

and stuff.’”

• A woman, “a police cadet and a minor,

reporting to Officer Bremer, Sgt. Bills, and Lt.

Seals that Magaña was showing inappropriate

romantic interest in her.”

• A woman’s “mother reporting to the EPD

that Magaña was pressuring [her daughter]

into a sexual relationship.”

• “An unknown woman believed to be a

prostitute reporting to Officer Crompton that

Magaña was having a personal relationship

with her and had sent other officers to quiet

her about it.”

• A female police officer “reporting to

Officers Glemser and Curry that Magaña

came on to her while she was his [training]

recruit.”

• A woman “reporting to Officer Reimer

that ‘an officer’ visited [one of Magaña’s vic-

tim’s] apartment frequently.”

• A woman “reporting to medical transport

officers that she was raped by Magaña.”

• “A Diablos nightclub bouncer yelling, in

front of Officer Crompton, to Magaña to stay

away from his wife.”

• A woman “asking Municipal Judge

Wayne Allen in court, ‘How would you like it

if a Eugene cop forced you to [give oral

sex]?’”

Judge Coffin wrote that the 2001 harass-

ment complaint was a “red flag and presented

an opportunity to discover the pattern.” The

judge continued, “the need for more or differ-

ent action was obvious, as the existent policy

of dealing with the supervision of officers and

the handling of reports of sexual misconduct

was clearly likely to result in the violation of

someone’s constitutional rights.... A police

officer who ‘hits’ on women he encounters

while on duty and lies about his conduct is a

flagrant and transparent concern.”  

Judge Coffin wrote, the union contract “is

not a justification for what can only be

described as a deliberate choice of inaction.

Constitutional responsibilities trump bargain-

ing agreements.”

Coffin did not accept allegations that the

city’s efforts to hire more Hispanic officers

were “the moving force” to blame for the later

abuse. Plaintiff’s alleged that the city covered

up Magaña’s history of a juvenile burglary

and an uncharged burglary arrest before he

was hired. 

Magaña was sent to jail for 94 years but

neither the police chief nor any of the 16 other

sworn police officers who heard sex com-

plaints about Magaña but failed to act to stop

him have faced any apparent reprimand or

other disciplinary action. The several city

managers who supposedly supervised the

police chief and/or who also saw the auditor

report on the questionable Magaña investiga-

tion but failed to act have also not been held

accountable. 

Chief Buchanan got a plaque, a generous

pension and high praise when he left the city,

as did former City Manager Jim Johnson.

Former Acting City Manager Jim Carlson still

holds power as assistant city manager. Many

of the 16 officers listed by Judge Coffin still

police the city and several have even been

promoted, one to police lieutenant and anoth-

er to head Internal Affairs investigations.  ew
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