
BREAKFAST ON PLUTO: Directed by
Neil Jordan. Produced by Alan Moloney, Neil
Jordan, Stephen Woolley. Written by Neil Jordan,
Patrick McCabe, based on McCabe’s novel.
Cinematography, Declan Quinn. Editor, Tony
Lawson. Production design, Tom Conroy. Costume
design, Eimer Ni Mhaoldomhnaigh. Starring Cillian
Murphy, Liam Neeson, Ruth Negga, with Laurence
Kinlan, Stephen Rea, Brendan Gleeson, Gavin
Friday, Eva Birthistle, Bryan Ferry, Steve
Waddington and Ian Hart.  Pathé Pictures. Sony
Pictures Classics, 2005. R. 129 minutes.

N
eil Jordan’s latest film is unlike

any of his others, although it does

have in common with them an

awareness of the political and social issues

of its time. As in his outstanding 1996

Michael Collins starring Liam Neeson, the

issues are the Irish troubles. In the 1960s

and ’70s, bombings, riots, repression and

sectarian violence erupted between the Irish

Republican Army, the Royal Ulster

Constabulary, the British Army and loyalist

paramilitaries. And as in his 1992 block-

buster, The Crying Game, Jordan shows

how the Northern Ireland conflict invades

the lives of even apolitical characters, in

this instance a lad also considered a social

misfit, a transvestite. 

As a boy, Patrick Braden (Cillian

Murphy) prefers to cross-dress. At age 9 or

so, Patrick learns the woman who’s raised

him is not his mother. He was a foundling

dropped off at the church next to the morn-

ing milk by a mysterious blonde-haired

woman. Living on the border with Northern

Ireland, Patrick plays gun-toting IRA fight-

ers with his chums. In school Patrick writes

a funny, naughty fantasy, which he sees as a

musical movie. In his movie, the local

priest, Father Bernard (Liam Neeson), rav-

ishes the local girl (Eva Birthistle) who

cleans house for him. 

Writing liberates Patrick’s femme per-

sona, Kitten, who takes in the local dance

club with his mates Charlie (Ruth Negga)

and her boyfriend Irwin (Laurence Kinlan).

One magical night they and their pal with

Downs syndrome hitch a ride with some

bikers on acid who take them to the coun-

tryside and fill their minds with tales of

mystical druids and astral highways. Soon

Patrick leaves home to find the mother who

abandoned him.

Getting a ride in their van leads to

Kitten’s brief onstage stint with Billy Rock

and the Mohawks. With glam-rock makeup

and outlandish dress the band produces an

unforgettable version of a really bad song

from the era, “Running Bear,” sung by lead

singer Billy Hatchett. Billy, played by for-

mer punk star Gavin Friday, develops a big

crush on Kitten. Unfortunately for Kitten,

this romance also leads to a confrontation

with “serious, serious” IRA thugs. On a

visit to Charlie and Irwin he finds Irwin’s

interest in the IRA growing. After street

violence turns tragic, Patrick leaves for

London, hoping to find his mother.

Lives that cross Kitten’s include John-

Joe (Bendan Gleeson), who wears a cos-

tume and prances around at a kiddie theme

park; Mr. Silky String (Bryan Ferry) whose

intentions are murderous; Bertie (Stephen

Rea), a magician who hires him as an assis-

tant; and a London cop (Ian Hart).

Bedeviling his life is the senseless violence

of the times. Through it all, Patrick retains

an innocence and playfulness that saves

him more than once and also earns the

respect of those who care about him. A

strange and wonderful mix, Breakfast on

Pluto is the kind of film you simply have to

trust.

If you’ve read The Butcher Boy, also a

novel by Patrick McCabe, or seen Jordan

and McCabe’s film version, you know you

can trust the experience to be fanciful and

humorous yet terribly real. 

In Butcher Boy, 12-year old Francie

(Eammon Owens) hides in his imagination

to escape terrible fights between his par-

ents. He leads “an active fantasy life fueled

by television, cowboy movies, comic book

heroes and the pervasive fears of nuclear

war exacerbated by the Cuban missile cri-

sis.” Later in the review (EW 7/23/98) I

wrote, “I don’t think there’s ever been a

film like this — that looks this deeply into

the mind of a child sliding over into mad-

ness while remaining ironically humorous

almost to the end.”

Breakfast On Pluto makes two. Unlike

the younger, less secure and more vulnera-

ble Francie, Patrick keeps himself whole

even as he invests in his identity as Kitten.

Patrick’s relationship with Charlie as well

as another important figure from his past

give him a precious stability. This collabo-

ration between Jordan and McCabe looks

into the inner imaginative life of a boy who

doesn’t fit into the given social structure.

The happier ending is earned. 

Now playing at the Bijou, this is a don’t-

miss 2005 movie, one of the best. Highest

recommendations. ew

A Glam Look

at the Troubles
With a dash of Chanel No. 5

BY LOIS WADSWORTH
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Charlie (Ruth Negga)

leads Patrick Kitten

(Cillian Murphy) away

as Bertie (Stephen

Rea) runs after them. 
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GLORY ROAD (PG) DIG (1210 430) 720 1005

RUMOR HAS IT (PG-13) DIG 955

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (PG) DIG (1200 225 450) 710

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG-13) DIG (1155 230 445) 715 940

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1145 250) 705 1000

FAMILY STONE (PG-13) DIG (1150 220 455) 725 945

KING KONG (PG-13) DIG (1200 400) 800

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG-13) DIG (1215 330) 645 950

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA (PG) DIG (1205 345) 700 1000

LAST HOLIDAY (PG-13) DIG (1115 200 445) 730 1015

HOSTEL (R) - ID REQ'D DIG (1220 250 520) 750 1025

HOODWINKED (PG) DIG (1210 235 500) 720 935

THE RINGER (PG-13) DIG 710 945

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (PG) DIG (1130 200 430)

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG-13) DIG (1210 240 510) 740 1005

KING KONG (PG-13) DIG (1200 400) 800

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA (PG) DIG (1230 340) 650 955

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (330) 650 950

Sat. & Sun.  (1230 330) 650 950

GLORY ROAD (PG) DIG Fri.  (350) 700 1000

Sat. & Sun.  (1240 350) 700 1000

LAST HOLIDAY (PG-13) DIG Fri.  (340) 710 1010

Sat. & Sun.  (1250 340) 710 1010

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG-13) DIG Fri.  (315 525) 745 1005

Sat. & Sun.  (1245 315 525) 745 1005

©2006Times For 1/13 - 1/15

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD
Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 746-5202 - 1/13-1/19

Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT CINEMARK.COM
PRICES:  ADULTS WEEKDAYS $7.25, FRI & SAT $7.75 • CHILDREN &

SENIORS $5.00, STUDENTS $5.75
BARGAIN MATINEES ADULTS $5.25, CHILD $5.00

EARLY BIRD SHOWING $4.25 (FIRST MATINEE OF EACH MOVIE)

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES - NO PASSES -NO SUPERSAVERS

SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

SHOWTIMES FOR 1/13-1/19
No children under age 6 will be admitted to any

R-rated feature after 6:00 PM

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 741-1231
MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELD

FIRST DESCENT PG13
[11:15] 2:00, 4:50, 7:40, 10:15

SAW 2 R
[11:55] 2:40, 5:00, 7:50, 10:10

CONSTANT GARDENER
R
[11:35] 2:50, 7:05, 10:05

AEON FLUX PG13
[11:30] 2:05, 4:25, 7:00, 9:40

WAITING R
[11:45] 2:20, 4:40, 7:35, 10:25

JUST FRIENDS PG13
[12:05] 2:25, 4:45, 7:25, 9:50

DREAMER PG
[11:20] 1:55, 4:30, 7:10, 9:55

ZATHURA PG
[11:15] 2:00, 4:45, 7:30

JARHEAD R
10:30 PM

LEGEND OF ZORRO PG
[11:40] 2:55, 6:50, 9:45

WALLACE & GROMIT G
[12:00] 2:35, 4:55, 7:15, 9:35

FLIGHT PLAN PG13
[11:25] 2:10, 4:35, 7:20, 10:00

TIM BURTON’S CORPSE
BRIDE PG
[11:50] 2:30, 4:40

40 YEAR OLD VIRGIN R
7:45, 10:30

[ ] FRI THRU SUN ONLY

*NO PASSES/NO SUPERSAVERS

TRISTAN & ISOLDE
PG13
12:25, 3:25, 7:05, 10:10

GLORY ROAD PG
1:30, 4:15, 7:45, 10:35

HOODWINKED PG
12:50, 3:05, 5:20, 7:35, 9:50

LAST HOLIDAY PG13
1:05, 4:00, 7:15, 10:05

BLOODRAYNE R
10:15 PM

HOSTEL R
1:15, 3:50, 7:25, 10:00

GRANDMA’S BOY R
8:05, 10:45

CASANOVA R
1:20, 4:05, 7:40, 10:25

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN
R
12:45, 3:55, 7:10, 10:25

PRODUCERS PG13
12:20, 7:30

RUMOR HAS IT PG13
7:55, 10:35

MUNICH R
1:55, 7:00, 10:30

RINGER PG13
2:20, 4:50, 7:50, 10:20

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA
PG13
12:40, 3:40, 7:00, 10:20 

FUN WITH DICK & JANE
PG13
2:00, 4:25, 7:20, 9:55

CHEAPER BY THE
DOZEN 2 PG
2:15, 4:40, 7:40

KING KONG PG13
12:30, 3:30, 4:30, 8:30, 10:30

CHRONICLES OF NAR-
NIA PG
12:35, 1:10, 3:35, 4:20, 7:30, 10:40

HARRY POTTER & THE
GOBLET OF FIRE PG13
12:15, 3:45

ZATHURA

PG

R

WALK THE LINE

GOODNIGHT AND GOODLUCK

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

NAKED IN THE ASHES

R

NR

PG

PG

BREAKFAST ON PLUTO


