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A...My Name Is Alice: Arrive ready to laugh.

c ottage Theatre presents 4 ... My
Name Is Alice, a lively, funny,
sometimes bawdy, all-girl musical
review comprising skits, monologues, dance
numbers, poems and music covering a range
of themes that capture the female experience.
From love, relationships, dating, painful
break-ups and the blues, to guilty pleasures,
friendship, career choices and aging, the
multi-talented five-woman cast presents 24
musical numbers and scenes.

On a simple set and using minimal, inter-
changeable props, the cast opens with “All
Girl Band,” which incorporates a recitation
of the old childhood jump-rope alliteration
rhyme and celebration of thythm and sister-
hood for which the play is named. From
there, the audience is treated to a roller-

coaster ride of smart, comical and poignant
themes designed to induce laughter as well
as pull at the heartstrings.

Some of my personal favs were comedic
sketches such as “Pretty Young Men” per-
formed by Becky Hope, Miriam Major and

A lively, funny,
sometimes
bawdy, all-girl
musical review

Nikki Pagniano, a short skit about three “shy”
women whose inhibitions bust loose at a
male burlesque show. Kara Churchill’s dis-
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turbingly funny monologue about breaking
up with her boyfriend in “Demigod” is also
excellent, as is Miriam Major’s flamboyant
persona in “The French Song.” Caroline
Cramer puts in a great performance in
“Trash,” where she dreams of living the life
of a heroine in a trashy novel, and Nikki
Pagniano’s over-the-top poetry readings in
the “For Women Only” series are hilarious.
My only criticism of the show lies in the
sentimental solos. Though beautifully per-
formed, they didn’t work well as stand-
alone pieces, only because it was difficult to
fully relate to them without some sort of
background context. Still, 4 ... My Name Is
Alice is well worth a drive to Cottage Grove.
Men and women alike will enjoy and appre-
ciate the top quality performances put forth
by this abundantly talented cast.
Performance are Dec. 9-11 and 16-17.
Buy tickets at www.cottagetheatre.org/tick-
ets or call the box office at 942-9195. 6W
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