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It's hard not to think of Nickel Creek as
“that really young band that plays blue-
grass and folk.” And it's somewhat under-
standable — though they're in their 20s
now, when they formed in 1989 the oldest
member of the trio, quitarist Sean
Watkins, was all of 12. The band released
two early albums (now out of print and
not even mentioned on the official web-
site), but their self-titled 2000 release,
produced by Alison Krauss, was what
started to get people’s attention. This
year, they followed up the Grammy-win-
ning This Side with Why Should the Fire
Die?, another well-received combination
of bluegrass, rock and alt-country that
features violinist Sara Watkins singing Bob
Dylan's “Tomorrow Is a Long Time." The
band's tour winds through the McDonald
this weekend as they head home to
Southern California. See Friday Calendar.

There are about a gazillion
places other than the dread-
ed, crowded mall to do your
shopping this holiday season.
There's the Holiday Market,
for one, weekends at the
Fairgrounds. This particular
weekend you can pick up
crafts by Eastside
Elementary students who
are hosting a sale to benefit
local homeless families. If
you're looking for art to give
(or keep), try the Artists in
the Round Holiday Art
Show and Sale, or maybe
the 2nd and Blair Artists’
8th Annual Holiday Studio
Sale and Open House, fea-
turing work by Judith
Sparks, Chris Paulson, Betsy
Wolfson, Peter Chapman,
Alison Shiboski, Roni Simone,
Sandy Tilcock and Michael
DiBetto. Six local artists are
selling jewelry, sculpture,
mosaics, herbal body prod-
ucts and more at a Holiday
Studio Sale on Saturday;
Tim Boyden and Linda Lu
are just a few of the artists
holding studio sales over the
course of the month.
Eccentricities Gallery is open
for the weekend, and Clear
Lake Elementary tries out
their first annual Craft Faire.
Out on Camp Creek Road, a
Holiday Gift Sale and Open
House features sandtrays,
Zen gardens, holiday gifts
and decorations. For a
change of pace, try MECCA's
Less is Best Holiday Fair, or
pick up a wreath or tree and
help FOOD for Lane County
at the GrassRoots Garden.
Last but not least, Temple
Beth Israel's Annual
Chanukah Fair is Sunday,
with music, vendors, raffles
and more. See Calendar.
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