T TO THE EDITOR

weave gayness into her Weekly articles,
because that is the writing career she has cre-
ated for herself in Eugene. Good work Sally!
Deb Huntley

Eugene

IT WAS GOOD
And on the sixth day God created evolu-
tion. He, She, It, saw it was good. Then She,
He, It, rested. So get over it.
Philip L. Dietz
Springfield

OTTER THERAPY

A note to follow Mary O’Brien’s column
on otters (11/3): I ride my bike through the
West Eugene Wetlands twice a day when it
is not raining. I have seen a group of four
otters numerous times, but then I won’t see
them for a few weeks and then they appear
again. Don’t be disappointed if you don’t
spot them on your first visit.

These wetlands are special to me, and to
my wife who walks there almost daily.
Watching the birds and other wildlife is the
best Prozac there is. WEP would destroy the
peace of the wetlands, encourage urban
sprawl, and use our tax dollars so people in
Veneta and beyond can get to work in
Eugene a few minutes faster. Hurray for
Kitty Piercy for voting “no” on WEP.

Richard Hand
Eugene

GENDER REALITY

Thank you so much, Risa Stephanie Bear,
for your viewpoint article (11/10) on your
experiences doing something that seemingly
heterosexual, female-appearing biological
females (FABF) rarely even think about:
using the public restroom. It takes great brav-
ery to speak out as you do.

I agree that our entire community loses in
our desperate clingings to binary black and
white ideas of gender and gender identity, and
non-acceptance (and worse) of those who
don’t. I don’t understand the fear of a much
more realistic fluid continuum of gender, gen-
der identity and sexual orientation. It saddens
me that you have to speak out and put your
safety at risk instead of the culturally domi-
nant FABF speaking out (and this applies to
men as well). I am one of those FABF who
doesn’t even think about such things as using
a gendered public restroom. How privileged!

I make an effort to be respectful to all indi-
viduals regardless of appearance, identity or
orientation and breach topics like this in my
classroom, but what else can I do? Thanks
again for your bravery and leadership.

Bree McKenzie
Eugene

LEAVE BIKES ALONE
On Friday, Oct. 28, while on a Critical
Mass bicycle ride, I and a few others were

detained by the Eugene police. The woman
next to me was actually physically pulled
off her bike while slowing to a stop as the
officer had requested. We were asked about
our involvement in other groups as if we
were suspected terrorists, and then given a
speech about safety. Ostensibly, people have
been complaining to the police that Critical
Mass makes them feel unsafe on the road. I
am dubious about this, as the monthly rides
have been happening for several years and I
have yet to see a negative letter to the editor
about us. “Unsafe” is a word better used
when talking about, say, climate change or
dependence on foreign oil.

The police creatively interpreted the law
by giving us citations for disorderly conduct.
Yes, sometimes cyclists at the back of the
group choose to run a red light to keep up
with the front, which is a traffic violation, not
a criminal misdemeanor. I would advise the
Eugene police to save resources by taking an
example from the Berkeley police, who treat
Critical Mass as a “super-vehicle” with the
right to stick together as long as the front
makes it through an intersection lawfully.
And I would advise them to also to cut the
unnecessary intimidation tactics.

Ashley Wright
Eugene

NOT MY FAVORITE

I, too, was appalled, yet not surprised, at
readers’ choice of Jeffrey “Free” Luers for
“best activist.” It takes a certain level of studied
immaturity — something Eugene keeps get-
ting famous for — to project the most admira-
tion on actions suited to a half-baked terrorist,
while putting the real activist (Peg Morton) in
second place. Or maybe I’'m deluded to think
that “best” has anything to do with “effective.”

I raise the issue of maturity because chang-
ing the world ain’t a piece of pie. It usually takes
multiple lifetimes of commitment to get any-
where. If it were easy, we’d have solved all our
social problems by now and be living in Utopia.
If it were so easy, the commies would have
taken over the globe, saving the happy prole-
tariat from drowning in wretched Wal-Mart
attempts at happiness. (Or, a free market world
would have cast off all vestiges of power-crazed
imperialism, living happily ever after.)

Since none of this has thus far transpired, it
could be because knee-jerk progressives as
well as just about every other political stripe of
reformer or “activist” lack the vision, as well
as the selflessness, to begin any real change.

Anyone with a genuine résumé — and this
means not only the overused examples like
King and Gandhi, but also the thousands we
never heard about in school, due to an afore-
mentioned studied immaturity — would tell
you that honesty, harmlessness and willingness
for self-sacrifice are the cornerstones of any
lasting and fundamental shift in human affairs.

Vip Short
Eugene

EUGENE'S FINE DINING
RESTAURANT

ADAM’S PLACE

30 East Broadway  (541) 344-6948
www.adamsplacerestaurant.com

Taste of India

f",-, Bufﬁet Lunch Special

$6.99 all you can eat. 7 days a week.
99 Y.

Sunday Dinner Buffet Special
$9.99 all you can eat (children’s prices vary).
& Voted Best Buffet

-Eugene Weekly Readers 2003-2004 Free SOft drmks, tea, coffee.

(With [unch buffet)

Student Lunch Buffet

(to go only)

Middle/High School $2.99 per box
w/EREE 12 0z. drink

@ Voted Best Indian Restaurant

-Eugene Weekly Readers 1998-2001
Host: Palwinder Singh

Special thanks Eugene

for your continued support!

College $3.99 per box
w/FREE 12 oz. drink ‘

Catering available Fu[[ menu available to go
Delivery through Pony Express

2495 Hilyard St. ®* Eugene, OR 97405
ph & fax (541) 485-9698 ¢ ph only (541] 485-9560

 The Shedd
Institute

434-7000

www.theshedd.org
All tix reserved. No tix processing fees.

Upcoming Concerts
11.18 Maywa Denki:Naki
11.28 Jane Monheit
12.02 Iris DeMent
1210 Moombah: Mr. Big!
12.10 Jane Olivor Concert for

Greenhill Humane Society = W

01.21 Moombah: Gloria’s Gorilla
01.28 Alasdair Fraser / Natalie Haas
02.04 Chick Corea - Touchstone

Now Hear This 2005-06

Jane Monheit
Christmas Show
Mon Nov 28th

Jaqua Concert Hall

W ESTERN
PROPERTIES

Tian & Linds Momgomery

Now Hear This 2005-06
UO Department of Art
+ Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art

Maywa Denki

Naki: Nonsense Machines
- Friday, Nov 18

Jaqua
Concert

H The Shedd
$15, 20, 25

Www.elgeneweekLy.com
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