
IN HER SHOES: Directed by Curtis Hanson.
Written by Susannah Grant, based on the novel by
Jennifer Weiner. Produced by Ridley Scott, Carol
Fenelon, Lisa Ellzey, Curtis Hanson. Executive producer,
Tony Scott. Cinematogarphy, Terry Stacey. Production
design, Dan Davis. Editors Craig Kitson, Lisa Zeno
Churgin. Costume design, Sophie de Rakoff. Music, Mark
Isham. Starring Cameron Diaz, Toni Collette, Shirley
MacLaine, with Mark Feurstein, Richard Burgi and
Brooke Smith. Twentieth Century Fox, 2005. PG-13. 130
minutes.

I
f you’ve avoided seeing In Her Shoes

because you thought it might be a piece

of chick-lit sentimentalized irony or

because you have grown weary of the “cute”

oldie roles played by Shirley MacLaine or

that it’s been way too long since Cameron

Diaz did anything challenging on the screen:

Think again. Director Curtis Hanson has

avoided these pitfalls, rejected sticky sweet

clichés and elicited fabulous performances

from all three of his stars. 

Hanson has created a naturalistic, layered

tale of two sisters whose relationship needs

to change, and a courageous grandmother

who helps them find their way. He achieves

this feat by generously caring about each

character, which is especially important

when the sisters show each other their most

unlovable sides. 

Writer Susannah Grant adapts Jennifer

Weiner’s novel liberally, including new

scenes but apparently hewing closely to the

book in structure. In a deliciously painful

last-straw scene between the sisters, uptight

workaholic lawyer and responsible older sis-

ter, Rose (Toni Collette), kicks out slutty,

live for-the-moment sister Maggie (Diaz),

following an unpardonable incident with a

man. No longer welcome at the home of her

father and wicked stepmother, destitute and

pitiful, Maggie pieces together a childhood

mystery to find a woman she thinks is her

long-lost grandmother, Ella (MacLaine).

Ella has secrets of her own, but well before

she divulges them to Maggie, she has to sort

out Maggie’s motives for coming to her in

the first place. 

Meanwhile, Rose takes a long look at

herself for the first time in her adult life. The

first thing she sheds is her demanding job

and work persona, then pounds. Rose’s for-

mer co-worker she ignored at the law office,

Simon (Mark Feuerstein), wants to be

Rose’s friend. Actually, he wants them to be

more than friends. Simon homes in on

Rose’s hidden sexuality and woos her with

just the right degree of restraint, insistence,

devotion and daring. 

Shoes play a major role in Rose’s life.

She owns dozens of gorgeous, spiky shoes

and has an entire closet where they rest on

display in their original boxes. Of course,

bad sister Maggie helps herself whenever,

because Rose doesn’t actually wear them

often. The shoes are an idiosyncratic detail

the film keeps returning to. I remember the

powerful feeling I got in my 20s by wear-

ing high heels, and I recall a pair of silver

lamé backless shoes with three-inch metal

heels I thought were sexy. Are such shoes

feminine code for sexual power, I wonder,

and will Rose have to wear stilettos forever

if she becomes self-empowered? Yikes!

Something’s wrong with this picture. 

Performances are excellent all around.

Collette is so real she’s easily able to show

Rose’s late blooming as a natural process of

self-awareness, not just a case of the right

man at the right time. Diaz is devastatingly

good as the bad girl with low self-esteem

and soberly wonderful as Maggie grows up.

MacLaine models for us the tough love and

long view that grandparents need to have to

be good at their job of unconditionally lov-

ing their grandchildren. 

Its clear-eyed view that the relationship

between grown up siblings works best when

each has done or is doing the hard work of

self-actualization spells the film’s triumph.

Of course this axiom fits marriage partners

as well as siblings, because the threads that

tie us to childhood may work themselves

into knots in adult relationships. 

Take your friends to see this movie

because it presents its subtle life lessons in a

non-preachy way that will please all.

Hanson’s benevolent sensibilities enliven

this perfect little film just as his inclusive-

ness enhanced one of the great films of

2000, Wonder Boys. Mainstream though In

Her Shoes may be, you will not regret

spending time with it. Playing now at

Cinemark, this film gets my very highest

recommendations.  ew

Sisters
Hate ‘em, love ‘em

BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

28 OCTOBER 27,  2005 

Rose (Toni Collette) and

Maggie (Cameron Diaz)

at a party in Florida.
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Adv. Tix on Sale CHICKEN LITTLE (G) ★
Adv. Tix on Sale HARRY POTTER & THE GOBLET OF
FIRE (PG-13) ★
SAW II (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1200 220 440) 705 940

Sun.  (100 320 540) 805 1040
LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1150 255) 700 955

Sun.  (1250 355) 800 1055
DREAMER (PG) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1205 230 500) 725 950

Sun.  (105 330 600) 825 1050
NORTH COUNTRY (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1145 250) 700

945
Sun.  (1245 350) 800 1045

DOOM (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1210 240 510) 735 1005
Sun.  (110 340 610) 835 1105

ELIZABETHTOWN (PG-13) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1200 300) 710 950
Sun.  (100 400) 810 1050

WALLACE & GROMIT MOVIE (G) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1155 230 445)
715 930

Sun.  (1255 330 545) 815 1030
PROOF (PG-13) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1215 225 455) 720 935

Sun.  (115 325 555) 820 1035

Adv. Tix on Sale CHICKEN LITTLE (G) ★
Adv. Tix on Sale HARRY POTTER & THE GOBLET OF
FIRE (PG-13) ★
SAW II (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1225 245 515) 750 1025

Sun.  (125 345 615) 850 1125
LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1245 350) 700 1005

Sun.  (145 450) 800 1105
DREAMER (PG) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1125 200 435) 710 950

Sun.  (1225 300 535) 810 1050
NORTH COUNTRY (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri. & Sat.  (110 400) 650

940
Sun.  (210 500) 750 1040

DOOM (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1155 230 505) 740 1015
Sun.  (1255 330 605) 840 1115

WALLACE & GROMIT MOVIE (G) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1200 225 450)
720 945

Sun.  (100 325 550) 820 1045
FLIGHTPLAN (PG-13) DIG Fri. & Sat.  (1210 235 500) 730 955

Sun.  (110 335 600) 830 1055

Now Hiring - Apply at Theatre

NORTH COUNTRY (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (315) 710 955
Sat.  (1210 315) 710 955
Sun.  (110 415) 810 1055

STAY (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (240 500) 740 1010
Sat.  (1220 240 500) 740 1010
Sun.  (120 340 600) 840 1110

PROOF (PG-13) DIG Fri.  (230 450) 730 1000
Sat.  (1200 230 450) 730 1000
Sun.  (100 330 550) 830 1100

THE CONSTANT GARDENER (R) - ID REQ'D DIG Fri.  (330) 700
945

Sat.  (1230 330) 700 945
Sun.  (130 430) 800 1045

©2005Times For 10/28 - 10/30

492 E. 13th   686-2458

For  th e  w e ek  start ing  F r i day ,  O ctob e r  28th!

www.bijou-cinemas.com

BLOW

11:45 pm Sat night  10/29 

BIJOU LATENITE Fri-Sat $4 Sun $3

$5 11:30 pm Fri, Sat & Sun nights  Prop Bags 4 sale! 

ArchaeologyFest Film Series: Best of 2004!
PART 4 OF 4  SUN, 10/30  12 NOON  $6

KURTAL - SNAKE SPIRIT the journey of an 80-year-old Aboriginal elder, 
as he travels to his birthplace.

 

SECRETS OF THE DEAD: SEARCH FOR THE FIRST HUMAN- the 
discovery of 'Millennium Man,' the oldest direct ancestor of humankind.   
SASTUN: MY APPRENTICESHIP WITH A MAYA HEALER an herbalist
 ventures into Belize where she befriends one of the last Maya shamans.

 

R

GRIZZLY MAN

the Rocky Horror Picture Show

7:10 Nightly  Sun Mat 2:50  Final Week!

R

featuring Forbidden Fruit Fri/Sat nights

11:45 pm Sun night Neptune  

Häxan: Witchcraft Through The Ages—with a live score by nommo ogo
Also...In Void of Reverence—a surrealistic silent film with live soundtrack

5:15, 7:20 & 9:10 Nightly  Sat & Sun Mat 3:20

5:00 & 9:20 Nightly  Sat Mat 2:50   

Separate Lies TomWilkinson
Emily Watson
Rupert Everett

R

el Crimen Perfecto
 "Spanish director de la Iglesia continues 
his streak of caustic social satires framed 
as send-ups of Hollywood genre clichés."

-- Jorge Morales, VILLAGE VOICE

Also...In Void of Reverence

CONSTANT

GARDENER

EL CRIMINO PERFECT0

MARCH OF 

THE PENGUINS

R

R

R

Held over LONGER than any other film!

Subtitled

G

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD
Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 746-5202 - 10-28-11/3

Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT CINEMARK.COM
PRICES:  ADULTS WEEKDAYS $7.25, FRI & SAT $7.75 • CHILDREN &

SENIORS $5.00, STUDENTS $5.75
BARGAIN MATINEES ADULTS $5.25, CHILD $5.00

EARLY BIRD SHOWING $4.25 (FIRST MATINEE OF EACH MOVIE)

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES - NO PASSES -NO SUPERSAVERS

SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

SHOWTIMES FOR 10/28-11/3
No children under age 6 will be admitted to any

R-rated feature after 6:00 PM

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 741-1231
MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELD

BROTHERS GRIMM PG13
[11:55] 2:50, 7:00, 9:45 12:20AM**

VALIANT G
[11:30] 2:15, 4:25

CRY WOLF PG13
[11:35] 2:35, 5:05, 7:45, 10:05,
12:15AM**

MARCH OF THE PEN-
GUINS G
[11:40] 2:25, 4:30, 7:05, 9:35

EXORCISM OF EMILY
ROSE PG13
[11:15] 1:55, 4:35, 7:20, 10:15

FOUR BROTHERS R
7:50, 10:25

RED EYE PG13
[12:05] 2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 10:00

CHARLIE & THE
CHOCOLATE FACTORY
PG
[11:20, 12:00] 2:00, 3:00, 4:50,

6:55, 7:35, 9:40, 10:15

WAR OF THE WORLDS
PG13
[11:25] 2:10, 4:55, 7:40, 10:30

SKY HIGH PG
[11:45] 2:20, 5:00, 7:25, 9:55

MADAGASCAR PG
[11:50] 2:05, 4:25

WEDDING CRASHERS R
[11:15] 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:20 

BATMAN BEGINS PG13
6:45, 9:50

FREDDY VS JASON R
12:01AM**

TEXAS CHAINSAW MAS-
SACRE R
12:01AM**

[ ] FRI THRU SUN ONLY

**FRI THRU MON ONLY

*NO PASSES/NO SUPERSAVERS

SNEAK PREVIEW
SATURDAY10/29 @ 5:00PM:
ZATHURA PG

LEGEND OF ZORRO
PG13
12:20, 12:50, 3:25, 3:55, 7:00, 7:30,
10:05, 10:35

SAW 2 R
12:25, 1:45, 3:00, 4:15, 5:25, 7:15,
7:55, 9:40, 10:20

WEATHER MAN R
1:05, 3:45, 7:10, 9:45

PRIME PG13
1:40, 4:30, 7:35, 10:15

DREAMER: INSPIRED BY
A TRUE STORY PG
1:00, 3:40, 7:10, 9:50

STAY R
1:50, 4:25, 7:50, 10:25

DOOM R
1:10, 3:50, 7:15, 9:55

NORTH COUNTRY R
12:40, 3:35, 7:05, 10:10

FLIGHT PLAN PG13
12:35, 2:50, 5:15, 7:45, 10:05

IN HER SHOES PG13
12:45, 4:10, 7:25, 10:30

WALLACE AND GROMIT G
1:30, 2:30, 4:05, 5:00, 7:00, 9:30

HISTORY OF VIOLENCE R
7:30, 10:00

SERENITY PG13
7:35, 10:30

TIM BURTON’S CORPSE
BRIDE PG
12:30, 2:55, 5:20

ELIZABETHTOWN PG13
1:15, 4:20, 7:20, 10:25

THE FOG PG13
2:00, [4:35] 7:40, 10:20

[ ] EXCEPT SATURDAY


