
A
round 35 million Americans claim

Irish heritage. On St. Patrick’s Day

the 156-mile Chicago River gets

dyed green and it seems every other corner bar

is an “Irish pub.” So it isn’t hard to see why an

Irish/American, punk/folk band with a habit of

downing Guinness onstage has a rabid fan-

base here in the States. 

But it isn’t just an Irish her-

itage gimmick that makes

Flogging Molly one of the most

successful bands touring today.

These guys (and a gal on the fiddle and tin

whistle) put on one hellofa stage show and

play  music that makes you want to pick a fight

with a bouncer one minute and has you crying

in your stout the next. 

This seven-piece outfit is known for rau-

cous shows fueled by beer, loud guitars, beer,

fiddles, flailing body parts, beer, accordions,

banjos, beer and a unique combination of

sound and energy that is both feverish punk

and traditional Irish. But the message isn’t re-

ally unabashed excess in that stereotypical

Irish way. “Screaming at the Wailing Wall” is

a critique of Bush’s warmongering and

“Tobacco Island” speaks of 17th century

Emerald Isle residents who were shipped to

Barbados and forced into slavery.

Singer/songwriter/guitarist Dave King is

the undisputed leader of Flogging Molly and

the source of the band’s Irish roots. Born in

Dublin, King’s childhood was filled with

music — his parents and their friends used to

return from the pub and fire up

traditional Irish instruments like

the fiddle, mandolin, tin whistle

and spoons. 

But King needed to rock, and

the spoons and fiddle weren’t cuttin’ it. “As

you get older, you want to pick up electric gui-

tars and play loud. You rebel against those tra-

ditional elements,” King said in a press re-

lease. Yet he and the band haven’t abandoned

those elements, and that’s what makes this

music special. 

Yes, they’re special, and yes, they’re busy.

A year after releasing their third studio album,

Within a Mile of Home,King and his mates are

jumping the ponds in both directions for a tour

that started in California, moved on to Japan,

comes back to the U.S. (including a stopover

here at the WOW Hall). It culminates in

Ireland and other European stops. ew

BY TIM O’ROURKE

Flogging Molly
8 pm, Wed., 10/12

WOW Hall, $18 stu/
$20 adv/$23dos. 18+

IRISH EYES ARE SMILIN’
Luck brings Flogging Molly to the WOW.

683-3154 • 99 W. BROADWAY • EUGENE 

NOW SERVING CHEF JEVON’S

BAYOU BAR-B-QUE
GATOR BURGERS5ONION RINGS5GUMBO

OPEN FOR LUNCH TUES-SAT 11:30AM
TO-GO ORDERS DELIVERED WITHIN 3 BLOCK RADIUS

BREAKFAST ALL DAY LONG — GRITS 5 COUNTRY GRAVY

CHECK OUT THE NEW FRONT PATIO SEATING

Authentic Carribean Cuisine
featuring Rum drinks in the Equator Lounge

Live Music Nightly • DJ Kal-El Every Saturday Night
EVERYDAY SPECIALS:

Jamaican Red Stripe $2 • Mojitos $4 • Cuba Libra $1.50

1280 Willamette St. • Suite 206 • Eugene, OR • 484-BLUE • bluelunaclub.com

ASUO fall street fair

The Tradition continues

CONCERT THURSDAY 5PM • EMU AMPHITHEATER
with

The Phormula Undermind Scott Gilmore

Sponsored by KWVA. Support your scene. Listen to KWVA!

Join us for the 36th annual Fall Street Fair on the University of
Oregon campus - 13th Ave. between Kincaid and University.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 541-346-0622

OCT.
5-6-7
2005
10AM-5PM DAILY

FOOD & CRAFTS

MUSIC
SHOPPING
CARNIVAL!

FREE
ADMISSION
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