
I
t was 1996 when I first saw and heard

Gillian Welch. I was intrigued by the

cover of the CD that came

that month with one of my

music magazines — the sepia-

toned photograph of a waif-like

creature wearing a vintage polka

dot dress, a half smile and a

yearning look like she was escaping the dust-

bowl but leaving her family behind. 

Welch debuted with Revival that year, a

Geffen release featuring the wonderful song

“Paper Wings.” As her career charted sky-

ward so did renewed affection for

Americana. Welch introduced mainstream

America to “Paper Wings” on the Hope

Floats soundtrack, “Leaving Train” on the

Horse Whisperer soundtrack and sang a siren

song with Allison Kraus and Emmylou

Harris in O Brother, Where Art Thou? Her lat-

est release is Soul Journey, a 2003 album, so

fans are probably already familiar with it. For

those who aren’t, Welch has described this

CD as representative of the most personal

songs she has ever written. Produced by

her songwriting partner David

Rawlings — he pair met while

schoolmates at Boston’s Berklee

— Soul Journey is Welch’s fourth

album. 

As usual, Welch’s voice is as tat-

tered as the American heartland,

emotive and expressive in a sparse

palette. Along with her guitar and some

of the best backing musicians around,

Welch has carved the landscape of country

music to suit her plain-spoken, refreshingly

unglamorous nature. In some ways, Welch’s

voice is pure country, or at least what pure

country should be, and you can tell she’s try-

ing to be traditional. 

Born in Manhatten in 1967 but raised in

Los Angeles where her parents wrote mate-

rial for The Carol Burnett Show, she’s lis-

tened to Neil Diamond as much as Willie

Nelson and her interpretation of country is

necessarily cracked. She says on her website

(www.gillianwelch.com) that Soul Journey’s

songs are “closer to the kind of music I really

like than anything else I’ve put

out.” She explains she recorded

the traditional tunes “Make Me

A Pallet On Your Floor,” “I Had

A Real Good Mother and

Father” and “One Little Song,”

for herself, not intending to release them.

Welch must be growing more comfortable in

her intimacy with fans because on Soul

Journey, she allows her first completely unac-

companied per-

f o r m a n c e s .
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Soul Journey
Gillian Welch soars on golden wings.

Gillian Welch
8 pm, Wed., 10/12

McDonald Theatre,
$20 adv/$25 dos

344-4442

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2005, 7:30 PM

LASELLS STEWART CENTER
Quartetto Gelato travels the Orient Express

Quartetto Gelato invites you to join them as they explore the music from the
countries visited in the 1883 odyssey of the famous train. Music of Dvorak, Ravel,
Kodaly, Brahms, and much more.

Tickets are $22 for adults; all K-12th grade students admitted free; OSU students free
with ID, $5 all other students. There is no reserved seating. Tickets may be purchased
at the door the night of the concert, or in advance at Grass Roots Bookstore in
Corvallis and Sid Stevens Jewelers in Albany. For further information see our website,
www.violins.org, or contact Carol Williams at 757-0902.

This concert sponsored by: 

OUR 47TH SEASON

CHAMBER MUSIC CORVALLIS PROUDLY PRESENTS

Quartetto Gelato

A CONNOISSEUR’S

DREAM
Eugene’s Best Beer Selection!

700 Bottled Beers
& Growing

10 Beers On Tap

Select Wines

Homemade Soups,

Salads, & Grilled Panini

Sandwiches

Everything Available On
Premises or To Go

345 E. 11TH AVE. • EUGENE, OR
541-485-BIER

2435 Hilyard • Eugene, OR 97405 (in the Humble Bagel)

www.iraila.com • Open Wed.-Sun. @ 5pm • 541-684-8400

Best New Restaurant 2004

Starting Tonight
DINNERS FOR 2 AT 5PM

Special Prices!

“Breakfast w/ Nancy”
6am - 9am

LIVE AND LOCAL

“The Al Franken Show”
9am - Noon

“The Ed Schultz Show”
Noon - 3pm

“Danuta Time”
3pm - 6pm

LIVE AND LOCAL


