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Only Show in NW!

QUTDOORS AT CUTHBERT AMPHITHEATER

RESTAURANT OWNERS

Sizzling rleythms
and swinging dance party
under the stars!

Jazz at
Lincoln Center’s

Afro-Latin
JazzOrchestra
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SPACE RESERVATION DEADLINE:
August 19

CAMEA READY MATERIALS DUE:

August 26

mark@eugeneweekly.com
484-0519 x12
484-4044 (fax)

HOES RIGHT HER

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

BACK PACKS ONLY $12!

Athletic Wear ¢ Boots ¢ Casual Dress
Sandals ¢ Backpacks ¢ Hats ¢ Clothes ¢ Socks
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Adults $24; Seniors $20; Student/Youth $15
Bring your picnic or buy there!

TICKETS: EugeneSummerStage.com
682.5000
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Trolls and Witches
and Bears, Oh My!

Nisse’s Dream puts a new face on traditional folklore.

isse’s Dream, an original children’s
musical theater production by
Eugeneans Paul Safar and Nancy

Wood, is that rare breed of kids’ entertain-
ment: It’s fun. It’s wholesome. It has a posi-
tive message. And the kids you know will
love it anyway, without even realizing that
they’re learning something in the process.
The play tells the story of Nisse, a young
boy who must venture out into the woods to
save his family’s farm after mean, thieving
forest trolls make off with their

occurred to him that Nancy Wood (a parent of
two herself) might be interested. She agreed,
and just a few weeks later, Nisse’s Dream
became a reality.

But as Wood, Safar and Tryk know all too
well, getting the funding and space to stage an
original production can be a difficult under-
taking.

“We were facing a very uphill battle, try-
ing to market a piece nobody had ever heard
of,” Wood said.

So Safar and Wood decid-

Nisse's Dream

livelihood, a few chickens and
their much-loved family cow,
Lily White. On his journey,
Nisse encounters several help-
ful companions, most with four
legs, to help him find the trolls and safely
bring Lily White home.

The coming of age story is loosely based
on a Swedish folk tale, and is performed by a
talented cast of children masquerading as
trolls, water sprites, cows, dogs and a host of
other colorful characters. It’s the kind of uni-
versally appealing storyline that promises to
entertain even the old fogies in the audience.

“It’s just whimsical and fun,” director
Maggie Tryk said. “It could be [performed]
and loved all over the world.”

Nisses Dream started out as a bedtime
story Paul Safar, a father of two, invented.
After seeing his son’s enthusiastic reaction to
the tale, Safar, who had wanted to create an
original theater production,
searched to no avail for a collaborator until it
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JADE PALACE

August 12 at 7 pm
August 19 at 11 am and 7 pm

August 13, 14, 20 and 21 at 1 pm
Lord Leebrick Theatre
$5 children/$7.50 adults
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® Tues. & Wed. — Chinese Country Style
® Thur. — Vegetarian Favorites
® Fri. — Seafood Lover Night

ed to make a CD with record-
ings of the music and story.
After about three years of dis-
tributing the disc and perform-
ing the story around town,
Nisses Dream quickly gained what both
Wood and Tryk describe as a “cult following”
of kids. The duo created Cherry Blossom
Productions in order to scrape up funding for
the show that would include provisions for
fanciful costumes and scenery that would do
Nisse’s Dream justice — not to mention six
professional musicians.

“We insisted on live music,” Wood said.
“We managed to put live music with live the-
ater. We even have a little three-minute mod-
ern dance piece.”

With the help of lighting designer Corey
Ennis, costume designer Alysse Hennessey,
set designer Steen Mitchell and propmaster
Michelle Perrino, Nisse’s world will come
alive onstage at the Lord Leebrick Theater
starting this week. ow
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