
LL
oquat (lo’kwät’) n. 1. A small ever-

green tree of the rose family native to

China and Japan, or the small, yellow,

edible fruit of this tree. 2. One of the most

promising new bands to play Eugene this

year; if you miss their show you’ll probably

cry yourself to sleep.

Hailing from California, Loquat plays bit-

tersweet and haunting electro-pop reminis-

cent of thoughtful nights spent on the beach or

golden afternoons in the company of your

most recent crush. And, like a crush, Loquat’s

enchanting music is easy to fall in love with,

while flaunting enough dynamic rhythm and

catchy guitar to keep you coming back for

more. The mixing of standard guitar, drums

and bass with electronic and synthesized

sounds creates a mysteriously organic kind of

music that seems to come out of the ether.

The members of Loquat take their mixture

of standard and synthesized music to the

stage, treating each song as an entity that

needs to be loved and understood before it

will come alive. “It’s like a relationship,” lead

singer and guitarist Kylee Swenson says.

“You can’t know someone well enough in

two weeks to get married. I think it takes

years to become a good live band.”

Swenson describes Loquat’s live shows

versus their studio recordings as a friendly

battle. “It has been a constant chase, a com-

petition between live and studio,” she says.

“Right now I think the live shows are win-

ning the competition.” Swenson also says

that the most important part of playing a

good live show is to make sure that all the

band members are in tune with one another

— and she doesn’t just mean instrumentally.

“It’s not just everyone playing the right notes

at the same time and knowing the lyrics,”

Swenson says. “It’s so many elements at the

same time, and everyone really has to be

paying attention.” In order to make this hap-

pen, the band members, including Swenson

and longtime friend and founding bandmate

Earl Otsuka (a pair who used to name their

songs after the liquor they were drinking at

the time, e.g. “Vodka”) have imposed a limit

on drinking before the show. But their steady

hands will surely pay off. Loquat’s beauti-

fully mellow music is likely to give you a

better buzz than a top shelf martini.        ew
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Lo-What?
A different kind of buzz.

Loquat,

Invisible

10 pm Sat.,

9/13

Luckey’s,

$3-$5

sliding scale
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