L | —

OPENING OR RETURNING:
Crash: Paul Haggis (Million Dollar
Baby) wrote, directed and pro-
duced this urban drama set in Los
Angeles, which looks at the com-
plexities of racial tolerance in con-
temporary America. Stars Sandra
Bullock, Don Cheadle, Matt Dillon,
Jennifer Esposito, William Fichtner,
Brendan Fraser, Terrence Howard,
Chris "Ludacris” Bridges, Thandie
Newton, Ryan Phillippe and Lorenz
Tate. R. Movies 12.

Four Brothers: After their mother
is murdered, four brothers reunite to
avenge her death. From the director
of 2 Fast 2 Furious. Stars Mark
Wahlberg, Tyrese Gibson, Andre
Benjamin and Garrett Hedlund. R.
Cinema World, Cinemark.

Deuce Bigalow, European Gigolo:
Rob Schneider stars in this sequel
to Deuce Bigalow, Male Gigalo.
Bigalow goes back to work after his
former pimp is accused of murder-
ing Europe's Greatest Gigalos. R.
Cinema World, Cinemark.

Hard Boiled: A 1992 John Woo
film about the mobsters smuggling
guns into Hong Kong and the
"“hard boiled” detectives who try to
stop them. R. Bijou latenite.

Old School: A Will Ferrell comedy
about middle-aged men who start
a fraternity to improve their social
life. R. Movies 12.

Skeleton Key: Something wicked
lurks in the Louisiana mansion
where Kate Hudson works as a
live-in nurse. PG-13. Cinema World,
Cinemark.

Films open the Friday following
EW publication date unless other-
wise noted. See archived reviews
at www.eugeneweekly.com

CONTINUING:

Adventures of Shark Boy and
Lava Girls in 3D, The: Cayden
Boyd stars as a boy whose imagi-
nary superhero friends come to

life and join him on a series of
adventures. Directed by Robert
Rodriguez (Sin City, Spy Kids). PG.
Movies 12.

Batman Begins: Christopher
Nolan  (Insomnia, Memento)
directs an all star cast to bring you
the story of how young Bruce
Wayne (Christopher Hale)
becomes the Dark Knight. Also
stars Michael Caine as Alfred
Pennyworth, Liam Neeson, Gary
Oldman, Morgan Freeman and
Katie Holmes. PG13. Cinema World.
Cinemark. Online archives.
Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory: Tim Burton's reimagining
of Roald Dahl's perennial children's
favorite dark chocolate treat stars
Johnny Depp as Willy Wonka with
Freddie Highmore, his child co-star
from Finding Neverland, along
with Helen Bonham Carter. Loved
it! Highest recommendations. PG.
Cinema World. Cinemark. Online
archives.

Cinderella Man: Russell Crowe
stars as real-life, Depression Era
boxer Jim Braddock; Renee
Zellwegger plays his supportive
wife, Mae. Directed by Ron Howard,
picture also stars Paul Giamatti. A
complicated, focused and coura-
geous fighter, Braddock not only
spars in the ring but also struggles
to keep his family together despite
the country's widespread, crippling
poverty and record unemployment.
Very highest recommendations.
PG-13. Movies 12. Online archives.
Dukes of Hazzard: Good ole boy
cousins Seann William Scott and
Johnny Knoxville are drivin' the
back roads of Hazzard County with
cousin Jessica Simpson. With Willie
Nelson, Burt Reynolds, Joe Don
Baker and Lynda Carter. PG-13.
Cinema World. Cinemark.
Fantastic Four: Marvel Comic's
superheroes, transformed by cos-
mic rays while on an outer space
mission, battle the evil powers of

Doctor Doom. Directed by Tim
Story, movie stars Jessica Alba,
loan Gruffudd, Chris Evans,
Michael Chiklis, Julian McMahon.
PG-13. Cinemark.

Great Raid, The: John Dahl
directs Benjamin Bratt, James
Franco, Connie Nielsen and
Joeseph Fiennes in the true story
of the 6th Ranger Battalion's men
who travel 30 miles behind enemy
lines in 1945 to liberate more than
500 American POWs held by the
Japanese in the Phlippines. R.
Cinemark.

Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy:
Irreverent sci-fi comedy based on
the late Douglas Adams' cult novel
follows the adventures in space of
the most ordinary man in the world,
Arthur Dent (Martin Freeman) and
his best friend (Mos Def). Directed
by Garth Jennings, film also stars
Sam Rockwell, Zooey Deschanel,
John Malkovich, Warwick Dauvis,
Helen Mirren, Thomas Lennon,
Anna Chancellor, Alan Rickman and
Bill Nighy; with Stephen Fry as the
narrator. Great fun! PG. Movies 12.
Online archives.

Island, The: Michael Bay directs
Ewan McGregor and Scarlett
Johanson in an action thriller,
futuristic fable of two residents of
a carefully controlled environment
who discover shocking news about
their reality and their fate. PG-13.
Cinemark.

Kicking and Screaming: Will
Ferrell and Robert Duvall as rival
youth soccer team coaches.
Directed by Jesse Dylan, film also
stars Mike Ditka and Kate Walsh.
PG. Movies 12.

Longest Yard, The: Lots of world-
class athletes from NFL players to
kick-boxers and wrestlers star along
with Adam Sandler, Burt Reynolds
and Chris Rock in this comic tall tale
of a group of diverse inmates who
team up to play against their
guards. PG-13. Movies 12.
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March of the Penguins:
Documentary  director  Luc
Jacquet's film chronicles the oft-
repeated survival of the species in
the wind-strewn wilderness of
Antarctica. Film tracks a pair of
Emperor Penguins across conti-
nent. Includes intimate scenes of
the big birds mating. The female
lays one egg, passes it to the male
and takes off for a three months
round trip to the sea and food.
Meanwhile, the male penguins
don't eat but focus exclusively on
keeping the eggs alive for the ges-
tation period. G. Bijou. Cinemark.
Me and You and Everyone We
Know: Strange-in-a-good-way film
by installation artist Miranda July.
July stars with John Hawkes, Miles
Thompson and Brandon Ratcliff in
roles where first one character and
then another makes tentative
attempts to connect with another
person and ease their essential
loneliness and separation. One of
the year's most interesting film.
Very highest recommendations. R.
Bijou. Online archives.
Monster-in-Law: Jane Fonda and
Jennifer Lopez duke it out verbally
in this comedy directed by Robert
Luketic (Legally Blonde). Also stars
Michael Vartan and Wanda Sykes.
PG-13. Movies 12.

Must Love Dogs: Directed by
Gary David Goldberg, a television
sitcom director, pic stars the fabu-
lous Diane Lane as a divorcée
beginning to date again. Co-stars
John Cusack, Dermot Mulroney,
Christopher Plummer and
Elizabeth Perkins. Sure to be a
popular, commercial romantic
comedy. PG-13. Cinemark. Cinema
World. Online archives.

Robots: Chris Wedge's amusing
tale of a robot lad who dreams of
being an inventor. This creative
world of mechanical beings is
never dull because these endear-
ing, pieced-together, talking tin
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cans convey comfort and safety.
Voices by Ewan McGregor, Halle
Berry, Robin Williams, Mel Brooks,
Amanda Bynes, Stanley Tucci,
Greg Kinnear. Not preachy, but a
good teaching tale about differ-
ences. Warmly recommended. PG.
Movies 12. Online archives.
Sahara: Penelope Cruz, Matthew
McConaughey and Steve Zahn
team up to look for a long-lost Civil
War battleship that protects a
secret cargo. PG-13. Movies 12.

Sin City: Based on the graphic novel
by Frank Miller and directed by Miller,
Robert Rodriguez (and *“special
guest director” Quentin Tarantino),
film stars a host of players including
Jessica Alba, Rosario Dawson, Elijah
Wood, Bruce Willis, Benicio Del Toro,
Clive Owen and Josh Hartnett.
Highly recommended for style. R.
Movies 12. Online archives.
Sisterhood of the Traveling
Pants: Four young women who've
been friends since childhood are
now going their different ways.
They wonder how they'll stay in
touch until they discover a pair of
jeans that fit each of them perfect-
ly. Stars America Ferrera, Blake
Lively, Alexis Bledel and Amber
Tamblyn. PG. Movies 12.

Sky High: Son of superheroes The
Commander (Kurt Russell) and
Jetstream (Kelly Preston), poor
Will (Michael Angarano) must go to
Sky High, an elite high school,
where he battles a nasty gym
coach (Bruce Campbell), a bully,
teen angst, parental expectations
and girl problems. Wow! PG.
Cinema World. Cinemark.

Star Wars Episode Ill: Revenge
of the Sith: The long-awaited final
episode in George Lucas's series
stars Hayden Christensen, Ewan
McGregor, Natalie Portman. From
Village Voice reviewer Ed Halter:
“Lucas packs his latest with
physics-defying deep-space dog-
fights and zhoozhing lightsaber

Altamara

battles, frequently cutting back
and forth between two simultane-
ous melees on separate planets,
deploying his signature Flash
Gordon wipes." PG-13. Movies 12.
Online archives.

Stealth: Commanding officer Sam
Shepard orders test pilots Jamie
Foxx, Josh Lucas and Jessica Biel
to bring an Al-based auto-pilot
onboard. Then the machine turns
renegade and takes over, right, like
in Kubrick's 2001. PG-13. Cinemark.
Cinema World.

War of the Worlds: Directed by
Steven Spielberg, this retelling of
H.G. Well's seminal sci-fi adventure
thriller about an invasion of Earth
by Martians, as seen through the
eyes of ordinary people played by
Tom Cruise, Dakota Fanning, Justin
Chatwin, Miranda Otto, and Tim
Robbins. Riveting, challenging and
moving; very highest recommen-
dations. PG-13. Cinemark. Cinema
World. Online archives.

Wedding Crashers:  Hyper
pranksters Owen Wilson and Vince
Vaghn star in this throwback to a
rowdier time in movies. Things go
well for the boys until they meet up
with Rachel McAdams and Isla Fisher
and their parents, Christopher
Walken and Jane Seymour. R.
Cinemark. Cinema World.

Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill,
The: Nonfiction narrative feature
film about a flock of wild parrots
who co-exist with native species to
make San Francisco's waterfront
and gardens their territory. Mark
Bittner is the gentle, observant
man who feeds, cares for and stud-
ies the birds. Judy Irving is the
filmmaker. Outstanding film, with
very highest recommendations.
PG. Bijou. Online archives.

Bijou Art Cinemas (686-2458)
Cinema World 8 (342-6536)
Cinemark 17 (746-5202)
Movies 12 (741-1231)

Altamara is a four piece rock band that is as
energizing to listen to as they are to see live.
The band’s diverse style ranges from the
infusion of rock riffs matched with wild guitar
solos, primal screams, thumping bass, and
flying drumsticks; to soft intimate vocals with
ethereal and melodic rhythms. See them live
this Friday August 12. Check out Eugene
Weekly'’s clubs page for details.
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