
the show. “Our damn roadie gets more play

than we do,” Chris said, loud enough that

Ethan could hear him. The people at the party

laughed and Ethan turned bright red.

The other band members, Colt espe-

cially, treat Ethan like a kid brother. He was

inducted into the band after he got up on

stage one night and, as Kenny explained it,

“Started dancing around, freaking out head-

banging, shaking his crazy afro around and

jumping up and down. We were like, ‘That

was kind of fun, we should make him do

stuff.’”

“See Ethan really likes being in a band,”

Colt said. “He gets really excited about

everything, and we get to share that.”

“Shut up man, you’re ruining my game,”

Ethan interjected.

“We’re Northwest Royale,” Colt shot

back, grinning. “We don’t care about game.”

diehard fans
It was a hot night in July and outside the

WOW Hall, the sidewalk was packed with

tight knots of people smoking and working

hard at looking tough. In the parking lot out

back, kids wearing Northwest Royale T-

shirts milled around, hoping they’d be able to

hear the show through the open back door. In

the bar downstairs, the tattooed, pierced

crowd downed PBR like water. Two guys

were loudly “discussing” something and the

volume level in the room was rising like the

mercury in a thermometer during the dog

days of summer. Upstairs, as the band pre-

pared to play, the crush of the crowd moved

to the front of the stage.

“They have hardcore fans,” Marshall

said. “They always show up wearing their

shirts, they buy the merchandise and they

drink. The one time I wish I had an extra

bouncer and a barricade at the Wetlands is

when Northwest Royale plays.”

In the end, it comes down to the fans: the

teenagers who spend the money they make

working at McDonald’s on Northwest

Royale CDs and T-shirts, the 20-something

guys who explode into a mosh pit when the

band busts out with the crowd favorite,

“Drinkin’ Again,” and the metal chicks who

“ooh” and scream and throw their bras on-

stage when Chris does his boy band songs

about licking cream. Whether Northwest

Royale goes national or maintains a strong

underground cult following, it’s the fans who

will move them up in the world. And that fan

base started in Eugene.

Nielsen said the devotion of Northwest

Royale’s fans reminds him of “Floater back

in the early days. They were always asking,

“When’s the next Floater show?’ Now

they’re asking, ‘When’s the next Northwest

Royale show?’” ★

www.SquarePegConcerts.com

Sage Francis
Monday October 24 McDonald Theater

1010 Williamette Street · 7:00pm Doors · All Ages
Tickets At TicketWest · Charge By Phone 800-992-TIXX

Kate Clinton
Thursday Oct 27 McDonald Theater

1010 Williamette Street · 7:00pm Doors · All Ages
Tickets At TicketWest · Charge By Phone 800-992-TIXX

Newsboys
Saturday October 29 McDonald Theater

1010 Williamette Street · 7:00pm Doors · All Ages
Tickets At TicketWest · Charge By Phone 800-992-TIXX

Suzanne Westenhoefer
Friday Nov 18 McDonald Theater

1010 Williamette Street · 7:00pm Doors · All Ages
Tickets At TicketWest · Charge By Phone 800-992-TIXX

Laurie Lewis & Tom Rozum
Friday March 17 Sam Bonds Garage

407 Blair Blvd · 7:30pm Doors · 21 And Over
Tickets At TicketMaster · Charge By Phone 866-866-4502

Only Oregon
Appearance!

HOPE 107.9FM
Welcomes

Saturday Sept 17
1010 Williamette Street
7:00pm Doors · All Ages

Tickets At TicketWest · Charge By Phone 800-992-TIXX

Wednesday Oct 12
McDonald Theater

1010 Williamette Street
7:00pm Doors · All Ages

Tickets At TicketWest
Charge By Phone 800-992-TIXX

ZAP MAMA & Open Road

Friday October 7 & Saturday October 8
8 Northwest 6th Street · Portland · 7:00pm Doors · All Ages Welcome

Tickets at TicketsWest · Charge By Phone 1-800-992-TIXX · Two Day Passes Available

On Sale
THIS
SAT

10:00am2 
Shows!

Only Oregon
Date!

Worth The Drive!

Co-Produced with Outback Concerts 

88324 Vineyard Lane · Rain Or Shine
Tickets At TicketMaster · Charge By Phone 866-866-4502

Linda Hornbuckle
DK Stewart Quartet
Norman Sylvester
Oonie Egghen And His Bag Of

Tricks
Hosted By Brad “The Dudeboy”

Rogers

Saturday August 27
2:00pm Doors · 3:00pm Show · All Ages

Festival XV

& Marcus
Eaton

Friday Sept 2
3:00pm Doors · 5:00pm Show · All Ages

Ani DiFranco has canceled her tour. Full refunds will be available
at point of purchase or keep the tickets will be honor for this event

with a $5 cash refund at the gate
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Northwest Royale
9 pm, Thursday, 8/18

WOW Hall, $5
northwestroyale.com • wowhall.org

‘no seriously, i had to spoon with my fucking manager 
because there wasn ’t enough room .’ — lead singer colt williams
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