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other inexcusable offenses: stealing and
showing up late. But Gray stays on Joy’s
good side. She calls him her “Eugene
son” — her real son, who is 20, attends
Washington State — and even sponsors
him when he puts on punk rock benefit
shows for WomenSpace by paying for
the flyers and posters. “We both care
about people,” Gray says. “I think that’s
why we get along.”

Her husband, Dean Knudtson, main-
tains that getting along with Joy is sim-
ple: “Joy likes to be the boss,” he says.
“It’s important that people understand
that.” Brails is her

in Eugene. Although the separation is dif-
ficult, “Joy likes her freedom,” he says.
This independent spirit dates back to
Joy’s childhood in Seoul, Korea, where
she lived until she was 19. “When I was
growing up, | was kinda troublemaker,”
she says. “I could have finished college
there, but I didn’t want to. I wanted to
come to the United States.” Her sister
had already emigrated, so Joy left col-
lege and moved to Alaska, where she got
her beauty license and worked as a hair-
dresser. Later she moved to Eugene.
These days, Joy’s rebelliousness may

restaurant, and she’s
determined to run things
her way.

Joy says that’s why
her original stint with
Brails, when she co-
owned the restaurant
with her sister, didn’t
work out. “I decided I
don’t want to have a
partner,” she says, so
about 12 years ago, she
gave up her share in
Brails, leaving her sister
with full ownership.

At least one good
thing came from her first
Brails experience: She
met her  husband.
Knudtson, a Vancouver-
based contractor who
specializes in building
Starbucks coffee shops,
was working on the
Starbucks store at 18th
and Pearl when he
became a Brails regular.
But it wasn’t the sand-

wiches  that  kept
Knudtson coming back. It was Joy, who
he says was “exactly the same” back
then, all smiles and energetic banter.
When Knudtson returned to Vancouver,
Joy and her son followed.

But in 2001, her sister was having
health problems and could no longer
work. Brails was in decline, and Joy
knew she needed to whip the place into
shape. She bought a house next to her sis-
ter’s and moved in with her son and
young daughter, now 7. During the week,
Knudtson stays in Vancouver. On week-
ends, vacations and whenever a
Starbucks is being built nearby, he stays

have faded, but her outgoing, deter-
mined personality has not. Business at
Brails is booming and in 2004, Fugene
Weekly readers voted Brails “Best
Hangover Breakfast.” But Joy’s not
done yet. She’s thinking of expanding
the diner’s hours to include dinner, but
she doesn’t know how many people
would come in. Her real dream is to
open a second Brails in Springfield. Joy
says she’s not sure whether that will
ever happen, but Knudtson wouldn’t be
surprised to see it. “She just pushes
ahead, keeps moving,” he says. “I can’t
see her slowing down yet.” *

“SPECIAL” LUNCH SPECIAL!

Every Tuesday and Wednesday, get an
already special Ambrosia entrée with
a salad for a special price.

Get a full size entrée a salad for just $7.95!

A

541.342.4141 = 174 E Broadway * www.ambrosiarestaurant,com

Tucoday
Night
MAc °’N MICRO BREW
(GET A PINT &

OUR SIGNATURE
MAC ’N CHEESE- CHEAP!)

hursday

Night
BBQ PORK RIBS &

LIVE JAZZ

(1/2 & FULL RACK OF
RIBS WITH FREE JAZZ)

LATE NIGHT DINNER
FuLL DINNER MENU
SERVED ’TIL 1 AM
(WITH NO COVER)

COMFORT CUISINE

DINNER M-TH. 5 PM-10 PM,
FRI & SAT 5PM -1AM
LUNCH M-F 11AM-3 PM
LATE NIGHT MENU 10 PM-LATE
MINORS WELCOME ’TIL 9 PM

GROCERS,
WINE MERCHANTS
& BOOKSELLERS

125 W. 117TH Ave » 342-8666

959 PEARL STREET
AT THE DOWNTOWN LOUNGE
DOWNTOWN EUGENE

541.393.0158

LUNCH - DINNER - SPIRITS

We serve healthy and delicious food and drink,
with an emphasis on local, organic ingredients.

BREAKFAST » LUNCH “DINNER (COMING SOON)
6:30AM-3:00PM DAILY
49 W. 29TH AVE » EUGENE, OR * 686-9201

NOW OPEN

www.eugeneweekly.com
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