
BROTHERS (Denmark, 2004): Directed by Susanne
Bier. Story by Bier and Anders Thomas Jensen. Written by
Jensen and Bier. Produced by Sisse Graum Jorgensen.
Executive producer, Peter Aalbaek Jensen.
Cinematography, Morten Soborg. Editor, Pernille Bech
Christensen. Production design, Per Strelt. Costume design,
Signe Sejlund. Composer, Johan Soderqvist. Starring
Connie Nielsen Ulrich Thomsen and Nikolaj Lie Kaas, with
Bent Mejding, Solbjorg Hojfeldt, Sarah Juel Werner and
Rebecca Logstrup Soltau. IFC Films, 2005. R. 117 minutes.

I
t’s a given that a soldier returning from

the frontlines of a war will have diffi-

culty adjusting to civilian life. But when

the war is not one the public fully supports,

re-entry can be more complicated. And if the

soldier has been captured by the enemy,

accepting his own survival will be psycho-

logically fraught. While we’ve learned to

call these experiences post-traumatic stress

disorders, that recognition doesn’t begin to

explore the shame, guilt, betrayal and rage

that disrupts the soldier’s life and affects all

those around him.

Danish filmmaker Susanne Bier (Open

Hearts, 2002) has made a politically neutral

film in which a responsible major in the mil-

itary goes to Afghanistan as part of

Denmark’s contribution to the United

Nations forces there. Michael (Ulrich

Thomsen) has to leave the day following his

brother Jannik’s (Nikolaj Lie Kaas) release

from prison for bank robbery and assault. 

Michael has picked up Jannik at the

prison, and they are going to a family dinner

with their parents and Michael’s wife, Sarah

(Connie Nielsen), and two daughters, Natalia

(Sarah Juel Werner) and Camilla (Rebecca

Logstrup Soltau). But Michael and Jannik

have a fight. Jannik gets out of the car in a

huff and takes off across a field, turning up at

the house after everyone is seated for dinner.

This scene sets up the family dynamic:

Michael, the good son; Jannik the screwup. 

To further inflame the already tense gath-

ering, Jannik makes derogatory comments

about the war, taunting Michael and getting

his dad’s patriotism fired up. Sarah and the

girls stay out of the fray. But the next morn-

ing Natalia refuses to kiss her dad good-bye,

because she doesn’t want him to go. 

Like wise children in movie family dra-

mas, Natalia is the family’s emotional weath-

er-vane, wearing her feelings in every situa-

tion. After her dad leaves and then is reported

dead when his helicopter is shot down,

Natalia becomes closer to Jannik, who steps

up to his responsibility to his brother’s family

slowly but surely. Meanwhile, we see what is

going on for Michael, who is captured by the

enemy. 

In this family group, the major characters

have the opportunity to change and grow.

Because she respects her characters, Bier

doesn’t lock the brothers into being oppo-

sites, always in conflict, one right, one

wrong. While horrific events require

Michael to act against his own training to do

unimaginable things, the moments when

Sarah and the girls find time to giggle with

Jannik are a gift. It’s human to balance life’s

darkness with the light, and Bier has a knack

for making their intertwining seem natural.

Connie Nielsen is a luminous Sarah, gen-

tle but strong, lighthearted but mature. She

was memorable in Gladiator (2001),

Rushmore (1998), Permanent Midnight

(1998) and other films. Like Diane Lane in

Walk on the Moon (1999) and Unfaithful

(2002), whom she most resembles, Nielsen

could be underestimated as an actress

because of her beauty, but she is not forget-

table. She’s the stable center of Brothers,

while the two siblings explore and subvert the

divisive family roles they’ve always played. 

Ulrich Thomsen first attracted my atten-

tion as Christian in Thomas Vinterberg’s

powerful family drama, The Celebration

(1998), which won him a Danish Film

Academy award, his second. Christian was

also a role where Thomsen played the “good

brother,” albeit the sibling who confronts his

sexually abusive father at his 60th birthday

celebration.  

As Jannik, Nikolaj Lie Kaas has the plum

role: a bad brother who turns good but is not

recognized by his nuclear family for his

goodness. Kaas’ Jannik is an anti-hero worth

cheering for. 

Brothers opens Friday, July 15 at the

Bijou with my highest recommendations.

See it early, because other films are lined up

right behind it. ew
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War’s Scars
Subverting the family dynamic

BY LOIS WADSWORTH
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492 E. 13th   686-2458
For the week starting Friday, July 15th!

BIJOU LATENITE Fr-Sat $4 Su $3

www.bijou-cinemas.com
Advertise on the Big Screen!  Call 686-3229!

11:15 pm Fri, Sat & Sun nights 

BIJOU LATENITE Fr-Sat $4 Su $3
NEXT: ME & YOU & EVERYONE WE KNOW

NEXT: MURDERBALL

9:25 nightly   Sat Mat 2:20  

ziggy stardust

4:45 & 7:05 nightly Sun Mat 2:20 

NEXT: MARCH OF THE PENGUINS

AIR CONDITIONED!

11:45 pm Fri, Sat & Sun nights 
oldboy

R

R

oldboy

"Combining the sinister suspense of Alfred Hitchcock 
with the unrepentant violence of Quentin Tarantino, 
South Korean director Park Chan-wook delivers a 
revenge tale as shocking as it is thought-provoking."
—Kerry Lengel, ARIZONA REPUBLIC

CAUTION: 

INTENSE 

VIOLENCE!

R

BROTHERS
ONE WEEK ONLY!

5:15, 7:15 & 9:15 nightly 
Sat & Sun Mat 3:15  

"This is a beautiful movie."
— Glenn Whipp, LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS

Sarah (Connie Nielsen) and

Jannik (Nikolaj Lie Kaas.

Adv. Tix on Sale STEALTH (PG-13) ★

CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG) DIG ★ ✔ (1155

1245 245 415) 700 725 945 1005

FANTASTIC FOUR (PG-13) DIG ★ ✔ (1145 220 455) 730 1010

WEDDING CRASHERS (R) - ID REQ'D DIG ✔ (1215 430) 720 1005

DARK WATER (PG-13) DIG ✔ (1205 240 505) 725 955

WAR OF THE WORLDS (PG-13) DIG (1200 305) 705 945

BEWITCHED (PG-13) DIG (1235 255 515) 730 950

BATMAN BEGINS (PG-13) DIG (1155 315) 650 945

CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG) DIG ★ ✔ (1025

120 415) 710 1005

WEDDING CRASHERS (R) - ID REQ'D DIG ✔ (1045 140 435) 730

1025

FANTASTIC FOUR (PG-13) DIG ★ ✔ (1050 135 430) 720 1010

DARK WATER (PG-13) DIG ✔ (1150 230 510) 750 1030

WAR OF THE WORLDS (PG-13) DIG (1015 110 405) 700 955

BEWITCHED (PG-13) DIG 1000

HERBIE: FULLY LOADED (G) DIG (1115 150 425) 725

MR. AND MRS. SMITH (PG-13) DIG (1030 125 420) 715 1010

CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG) DIG ★ ✔ (1100

1130 145 215 430 500) 715 745 1000 1030

WAR OF THE WORLDS (PG-13) DIG (1120 200 445) 730 1015

DARK WATER (PG-13) DIG ✔ (1115 150 450) 710 950

©2005Times For 7/15 - 7/17

CINEMARK - SPRINGFIELD
Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 746-5202 - 7/15-7/21

Digital Sound in ALL Auditoriums
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT CINEMARK.COM
PRICES:  ADULTS WEEKDAYS $7.25, FRI & SAT $7.75 • CHILDREN &

SENIORS $5.00, STUDENTS $5.75
BARGAIN MATINEES ADULTS $5.25, CHILD $5.00

EARLY BIRD SHOWING $4.25 (FIRST MATINEE OF EACH MOVIE)

STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS
4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES - NO PASSES -NO SUPERSAVERS

SHOWTIMES AVAILABLE AT CINEMARK.COM

SHOWTIMES FOR 7/15-7/21
No children under age 6 will be admitted to any

R-rated feature after 6:00 PM

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 741-1231
MOVIES 12 - SPRINGFIELD

UNLEASHED R
11:30, 2:40, 5:05, 7:35, 10:05

SAHARA PG13
11:15, 2:05, 4:55, 7:45, 10:30

SIN CITY R
11:15, 2:00, 4:50, 7:40, 10:25

KICKING AND SCREAM-
ING PG
11:50, 2:20, 4:35, 7:05, 9:40

HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE
TO THE GALAXY PG
11:45, 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:55

THE PACIFIER PG
11:20, 1:55, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30

THE PERFECT MAN PG
12:00, 2:25, 5:00, 7:20, 9:45

ROBOTS PG
11:40, 2:30, 4:40

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN R
6:55, 10:00

MONSTER IN LAW PG13
11:35, 2:05, 4:30, 7:10, 10:10

LORDS OF DOGTOWN
PG13
11:25, 2:10, 4:55, 7:30, 10:20

REBOUND PG
11:55, 2:35, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50

LAND OF THE DEAD R
12:05, 2:45, 5:10, 7:50, 10:15

*NO PASSES/NO SUPERSAVERS

** NO ONE UNDER 6 YEARS
OF AGE ADMITTED TO ANY
“R” RATED FEATURE AFTER
6:00 PM” **

CHARLIE AND THE
CHOCOLATE FACTORY
PG
9:55, 11:00, 12:50, 2:00, 3:45, 4:45,
7:00, 7:35, 9:50, 10:25

WEDDING CRASHERS R
9:15, 10:05, 12:10, 1:00, 3:05, 3:55,
7:10, 7:40, 10:10, 10:35

FANTASTIC FOUR PG13
9:05, 10:50, 11:45, 1:35, 2:25, 4:15,
5:10, 7:05, 7:55, 9:50, 10:30

DARK WATER PG13
11:05, 1:50, 4:35, 7:45, 10:30

WAR OF THE WORLDS
PG13
9:20, 9:35, 11:10, 12:30, 2:05, 3:25,
4:10, 4:55, 7:00, 7:50, 9:55, 10:45

BEWITCHED PG13
8:50, 11:25, 1:55, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45

HERBIE: FULLY LOADED
G
9:25, 11:55, 2:30, 5:05, 7:40, 10:15

BATMAN BEGINS PG13
8:55, 12:20, 12:55, 3:35, 7:05,
7:20, 10:20

STAR WARS III PG13
9:00, 12:25, 3:50, 7:15, 10:40

LONGEST YARD PG13
12:45, 7:20

CINDERELLA MAN PG13
9:10, 3:40, 10:05

MR & MRS SMITH PG13
10:35, 1:25, 4:20, 7:45, 10:40

MADAGASCAR PG
10:55, 1:30, 4:00, 6:55, 9:25

G

WILD PARROTS OF

TELEGRAPH HILL

MILLIONS

MAD HOT

BALL ROOM
PG

PG

WILD PARROTS OF

TELEGRAPH HILL

Silver Jewelry
Yoga Mats

Meditation Cushions
Goddess Statues
Aromatherapy

Scented Candles & Incense
Books, Cards & Tarot Journals

Ruby Chasm
152 W 5th • Eugene

344-4074
M-Sa 10-6 • Sun 12-5


